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FISHERIES— IRELAND. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Pubic Works, Dublin, 
July 2, 1846. 

. r . } la ' r( L tlie honour to report that we have received an application from 
Maunce Blake, Esq., in the county of Galway, for the construction of a pier™ 
Parrea, in the Bay of Kmvarra, and have had an inspection made thereof by 
B. D. Gibbons, Esq , the Board s Engineer, whose report is very favourable to the 
(0100?) W ° rK ’ the C ° St ° f Whichhe estimates at two thousand one hundred pounds 

And we beg leave to recommend that an advance be made of two thousand one 
bundled pounds (2100?.), one half, that is, one thousand and fifty pounds (1050?.') 
to be a free grant, the other moiety to be a loan to be levied as follows ' 

One-half of the loan to he levied off Mr. Blake, the proprietor, and one-half off 
the adjacent district. 

^Y~i lave t ! ,eref ? 1 ® to request that your Lordships’ attention may be directed to 
the 10th section of the Act, and, that we may receive instructions as to the period 
for the repayment, as well as the rate of interest to he charged upon the sum of 
one thousand and fifty pounds (1050?.) the amount to be advanced by way of loan. 

Upon receiving your Lordships’ “ provisional approval," we shall prepare without 
loss ol time the “ provisional declaration,” and proceed in the matter as therein 
directed. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

July 7, 1846. 

My Lords are pleased, provisionally, to sanction the grant and loan recommended 
lor the construction of a pier at Tarrea, county of Galway, at an expense of 2100?., 
one-half, that is, 1050?. to he a grant, and the remaining half a loan, of which 
one-half, t hat is 525?. is to he levied off Maurice JBlake, Esq., the proprietor, and the 
remaining one-half (525?.) on the adjacent district, the loan to be repaid in 20 
halt-yearly instalments, together with interest at the rate of 51. per cent, on the 
sum outstanding. Communicate their Lordships’ provisional approval of this 
work to the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland in the usual manner. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
August 20, 1846. 

We have the honour to report that an application has been received by us 
from Sir William Wrixon Becher, Bart., under the Act 9 Viet., c. 3, for works 
connected with the fishery pier at North Harbour, in the island of Cape Clear, 
and for a small pier and clearing away rocks in the adjoining island of Sherkin ■ 
and having bad an examination made of the places, and having received the reports 
of. B. D. Gibbons, Esq., the Board's engineer, detailing the works which he would 
recommend to have executed, with an estimate of the cost, amounting to 400?.; 
and his reports being favourable, we beg leave to recommend to your Lordships to 
make a grant of two-thirds of the estimate ..... £267 
The proprietor to advance the remaining third . . 133 

£400 

!>■] B 
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2 FISHERIES— IRELAND. 

We beo- leave to state that we lay this recommendation now before your Lord- 
ships. without waiting to have all the applications under this Act investigated and 
reported on. with a view to a proper selection, as directed by your Lordships’ letter 
of the 1st ultimo, because we are satisfied that the works here proposed have such 
claims that they must be amongst those recommended for a grant at any time ; 
and the destitution of the islanders is represented to he very severe, and that they 
are unable to go to sea to fish for the want of food to take with them ; and it hap- 
pens that there is so little of masonry, or the preparation of stone material, in what 
is proposed to be done, that the work will be almost entirely available as employ- 
ment to the inhabitants of the islands. 

Upon receiving your Lordships’ approval, and the contribution of the proprietor 
being lodged, we shall have the works proceeded with. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

August 25, 1846. ' 

My Lords are pleased to sanction the grant of 267/. for this work on the pro- 
prietor contributing one-third of the expense, or 133/. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works accordingly. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public WorTes, Dublin , 
September 23, 1846. 

We have the honour to report that we have received an application from 
Maior-General Thompson, for the construction of a pier at Rossroe, in the county 
of Galway, and have had an inspection made thereof by B. D. Gibbons, Esq., the 
Board’s engineer, whose report is very favourable to the proposed work, the cost ot 
which he estimates at 800/. c . 

And we beg leave to recommend that an advance he made ot the sum ot six 
hundred pounds, being three-fourths of the estimated cost, by way of grant, 
General Thompson having agreed to contribute the remaining one-fourth, tv o 
hundred pounds. ... , , . 

Upon receiving your Lordships’ provisional approval, we snail prepare witnout 
delay the provisional declaration, and proceed in the matter as therein directed. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

September 29, 1846. 

Acquaint the Commissioners of Public Works that my Lords provisionally 
approve of the work in question, and the grant of 600Z. in aid thereof. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public TVorhs, Dublin , 
September 23, 1846. 

We have the honour to report that we have received ail application from 
W. H. Carter, Esq., of Castlemartin, for the construction of a canal or navi- 
gable cut, to connect the Bays of Blacksod and Broadhaven, on the coast of 
Mayo, and have had a survey made of the locality, and received the report ol 
Mr. B. D. Gibbons, the Board’s engineer, which is very favourable to the pro- 
posed work, the cost of which he estimates at 9000Z. 

The bays in question are separated from each other by a narrow isthmus, 
which connects with the mainland of Mayo the extensive peninsula caLie 
“ The Mullet” . 

The cut proposed is intended to afford to the fishermen a short passage iroin 
one hay into the other, instead of their being obliged, as at present, procee 
round the whole coast of the peninsula, or drag their boats with great dimcu ty 
over the narrow strip of land through which the proposed canal is intended o 
be made. 
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We therefore beg leave to recommend, that an advance by way of grant of 
50001. of the expense, be made for the projected work, the remaining 4000?. 
being provided as follows, viz. : — 

One moiety, 2000? off the district. 

The other moiety, 20001. off the county at large. 

Upon receiving your Lordships’ provisional approval, we shall prepare, 
without delay, the provisional declaration directed by the Act, and proceed in 
the matter as therein directed. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

September 25, 1846, 

My Lords refer to the 10th clause of the Act of last session, cap. 3, and are 
pleased to approve provisionally of the proposed work. 

Acquaint the Commissioners of Fisheries, &c., with their Lordships’ pro- 
visional approval of the work in question and of the grant of 5000? in aid 
thereof; desire that they will inform my Lords whether a loan will be 
required in anticipation of the remainder of the expense which is to be 
raised off the district and county at large, in order that my Lords may specify 
the time to be allowed for repayment, and the interest to be charged thereon 
as required in the clause referred to. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public Worlds, Custom House , 
Dublin , September 28, 1846. 

We have received an application from Sir Richard O’Donnell for a grant, 
in aid of the construction of a quay wall, and deepening of a channel connected 
therewith, near the town of Newport, in the county of Mayo. 

A portion of this work has already been built by Sir R. O’Donnell, at a cost, it 
is stated, of about 600?, and, in our opinion, the work is one of great utility, and 
deserving of public aid, irrespective of the present circumstances of the country, 
which require employment to be found for the distressed population. 

The portion already completed is resorted to at present by great numbers of 
fishing-boats, from which are landed large quantities of herrings during the fishing 
season. 

The estimate for this work amounts to 1200?., and we submit, for your Lord- 
ships’ favourable consideration, that a grant be made from the funds at our disposal 
of 800?., in consideration of the proprietor contributing the remainder of the cost, 
and also in consideration of his previous heavy expenditure on the work. 

The excavation of the channel will afford immediate employment to a very poor 
district. 

The site has been inspected by the Chairman of the Board, and Mr. Gibbons, the 
engineer for piers and harbours, both of whom highly approve of this work. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

October 2, 1846. 

My Lords are pleased to sanction this grant. Write to the Commissioners of 
Public Works accordingly. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public TVorhs , Dublin , 
October 2, 1846. 

We have the honour to report, that having received an application from the 
Earl of Devon, in his capacity of Chairman of the Irish Waste Land Improvement 
Society, for the erection of a pier, at a place called Rushen Harbour, in the Bay 
of Kilkerrin, County of Galway, pursuant to the provisions of the Act of 9 Vic., 
cap. 3, we had an examination made of the site of the proposed improvements, 
and received a report thereon from B. D. Gibbons, Esquire, the Board’s engineer, 
which is most favourable to the projected works. 

The estimated cost is 3000?. 

B 2 
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FISHERIES— IRELAND. 



We 3 therefore, beg to recommend for your Lordships’ approval the following 
arrangement, by which the requisite funds may be provided; viz. — 

£. 

Grant from your Lordships . . • • -1 500 

Loan to be repaid by levies of the district surrounding 

that will be benefited by the work .... 1000 

Contribution of the Waste Land Society . . . 500 

£3000 



Upon receiving your Lordships’ provisional approval, we shall prepare, without 
delay, the provisional declaration directed by the Act, and proceed in the matter as 
therein directed. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

October 6, 1846. 

My Lords are pleased provisionally to sanction the grant and loan recommended 
for the construction of a pier at Rushen Harbour, in the Bay of Kilkerrin, County 
Galway, at a total expense of 3000/. One-half, that is 1500/., to be a grant; 
1000/. a loan, to be repaid by levies on the district surrounding which will be 
benefited by the work, and the remaining 500/. to be contributed by the Waste 
Land Society ; the loan to be repaid in 20 half-yearly instalments, together with 
interest, at the rate of 5 per cent., on the sums outstanding. 

Communicate their Lordships’ provisional approval of the work to the Commis- 
sioners of Fisheries in Ireland in the usual manner. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Custom House, Dublin, 
October 19, 1846. 

With reference to the Board’s letter of the 2nd instant, making appli- 
cation for a grant and loan for the improvement of Rushen Harbour, ir. the 
county of Galway, as follows, viz. — 

Grant ...... £1500 

Loan, to be repaid by district . . 1000 

Contribution of Waste Land Society 500 

Estimated cost . . . £3000 

And to their Lordships’ letter of the 6th instant, sanctioning the same, I have 
to acquaint you that the Irish Waste Land Society request a loan of the sum of 
five hundred pounds (£500), which is to be borne by them, and are willing 
that their estate should be charged for its repayment. I am therefore to 
request that you will obtain their Lordships’ approval to the loan in question, 
in addition to the sum of £1000, which they have already sanctioned, viz. — 

Grant £1500 

Loan ....... 1500 

Repayment of loan : — 

£1000 to be levied off the district- 

500 to be levied off the estate of the Irish Waste Land Society 

£1500 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

October 20, 1846. 

Authorize the loan of £500 proposed to the Waste Land Improvement 
Society. 
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Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, October 7, 1846. 

On the 9th June, 1845, a recommendation -was forwarded from this 
Board for a grant of 90/., in aid of the improvement of the pier at Kilmore, 
in the County Wexford, which received the sanction of your Lordships, a sum 
of 30/. having been raised for the object by private contribution. On the 
26th November following, a further grant was recommended of 150/., the 
parties interested having collected 50 1, and which grant was sanctioned per 
letter, dated 6th December, 1845. In the representation of the 9th June, above 
referred to, the peculiar circumstances under which this very useful work had 
been commenced and prosecuted were set forth, and a hope was expressed that 
further grants would be made as further subscriptions should be raised. 

Since then, two other grants have been recommended by this Board, and 
sanctioned by your Lordships, for the pier in question ; one of 90/ which was 
sent forward on the 26th February, 1846, 30/ having been contributed by the 
parties; and the other of 300/ on the 16th May, 1846, local subscriptions 
having amounted to 100/ 

W e now beg leave to state, that we have received a further sum of 70/, being 
private contributions towards the completion of the work, and we request your 
Lordships’ sanction to an additional grant of 210/ to be applied in aid thereof 
out of the balance of the fishery funds in the possession of the Board, upon the 
same principle on which the before-mentioned grants of 90 Z, 150 Z, 90 Z, and 
300/ respectively, were recommended and authorised. 

The balance of the fishery fund now available is 461/ 16s. 5 cl. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

October 9, 1846. 

Authorise the Commissioners of Public Works to make a further grant from 
the fishery fund, of 210/ for the improvement of the pier at Kilmore, on a 
private subscription of 70/ being applied to the same purpose. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin , October 8, 1846. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd 
instant, conveying the sanction of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury to an advance on account of the Belmullet canal, — and with reference 
to the latter part thereof, inquiring whether a loan will be required in antici- 
pation of the remainder of the expense, I have to inform you that a loan will be 
required of Four thousand pounds (4000/.), the amount of which is to be 
afterwards borne by “the district” and the county at large, and have to request 
their Lordships’ sanction to an advance to this amount accordingly. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

October 13, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, conveying to them 
their Lordships’ sanction of the loan of 4000/ for this work. 



Treasury Minute. 

November 13, 1846. 

Read 15 letters from the Commissioners of Fisheries, &c., in Ireland, dated 
7th instant, recommending the execution of the following works under the provisions 
of the Act of 9 Victoria, cap. 3, and stating that on receiving their Lordships’ 
provisional approval of these se'veral works, they will prepare without loss of time 
the provisional declaration, and proceed in the matter as directed by the Act. 

The amounts of the estimated expense of these several works, and of the sums 
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to be received by contributions and loans, and required from the Grant Fund 
authorized by the said Act, are as follows, viz. — 









Loan to 


Loan to 






Work. 


Estimated 

Expense. 


Grant. 


be repaid 


be repaid 


butions. 


Contributor. 








District. 


Proprietor. 








£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




Breakwater at Newcastle, 


8,000 


4,000 


1,500 




2,500 


Lady Annesly. 


county Down. 

Breakwater at Valentine 


2,700 


1,S00 


900 








Island . 














Extension of Pier at Dingle 


3,000 


1,500 


1,500 








Pier at Kilmakalogue, county 


2,200 


1,100 


825 


275 




Marquis of Lans 


Kerry. 

Pier at Brandon, county 


600 


450 


150 






down. 


Kerry. 

Cut from a Lake to the Sea 


600 


535 


265 








at Errislimnon, county 
Galway. 














Repairing Piers at Round- 


1,200 


000 


300 


300 






stone, county Galway. 
Pier at Ballinakil, county 


900 


450 


200 


250 






Galway. 

Pier at Ballycollin, county 


2,700 


1,000 


1,700 








Cork. 

Pier at Ventry, county Kerry 


2,200 


1,100 


1,100 








Pier in Arran Island 


2,400 


1,600 






800 


Inhabitants. 


Improvement of Annalong 


2,400 


1,600 


200 


600 




Lord Newry and 


Harbour, county Down. 
Pier at Slade, county Wex- 


1,400 


800 


600 






Mr. Atkinson. 


ford. 

Pier at Courtown, county 


4,000 


2,000 




2,000 




Earl of Courtown. 


Wexford. 












Pier at Bunowen, county 
Galway. 


6,400 


4,800 


1,400 


200 




J.V. O’Neill, Esq. 


40,900 


23,330 


10,640 


3,625 


3,300 







Write to the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, conveying to them their 
Lordships’ provisional approval of these works, and desiring them to proceed in 
the matter in conformity with the provisions of the Act. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works , Dublin, 
December 5, 1846. 

We had the honour to receive your Lordships’ provisional sanction 
under the Act 9 Viet. c. 3, to a grant of 1125/. towards the erection of a pier 
at Portnablan on the north coast of Donegal ; Mr. Steuart of Ards, the pro- 
prietor of the estate contributing 3751., the estimate being 1500/. 

The estimate was made with the full expectation that quarries close to the 
site of the work would yield suitable material, but it has been found on opening 
them that such is not the case ; and that it will be requisite to have recourse 
to quarries at a distance and difficult of access. It becomes in consequence, 
necessary to provide additional funds, for which it is proposed to assess the 
district benefited, for the sum of 400/., to be advanced by way of loan ; to this 
change in the arrangement we pray your Lordships’ provisional sanction, under 
the 15th clause of the Act referred to. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

December 11, 1846. 

My Lords are pleased provisionally to sanction the work in question under 
the provisions of 9 Viet. c. 3, with the alteration proposed by the Board of 
W orks ; a further sum of 400/. to be advanced by them as a loan to be repaid 
by assessment on the district. 

Write to the Board of Works accordingly. 
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Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin , 
January 6, 1847. 

We have the honour to state that we received some time since an 
application from Thomas Wise, Esq., M.P., and the inhabitants of the neio-h- 
bourhood, for the extension of the fishery pier at Ballinacourty, in the county 
of Waterford, and that we have had an inspection made of it by Mr. B. D. 
Gibbons, the Board’s Engineer, whose report is very favourable to the project 
the cost of which will be 500 /. ; and we beg to recommend a grant of 375/. 
towards the work, Mr. Wyse contributing the balance, viz., 125/. 

This recommendation was determined upon when the several applications 
for piers were under consideration; but was held over until Mr. Wyse con- 
snted to make the contribution, which he has now done. 

Upon receiving your Lordships’ provisional sanction, we shall prepare the 
provisional declaration, and proceed as therein directed. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

January 8, 1847 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, conveying to them the pro- 
visional sanction of my Lords to this work, at the expense of 500/., three- 
fourths of which, or 375/., is to be defrayed by a grant, and the remaining 
fourth, or 125/., by a contribution to be made by Mr. Wyse. 



Lieut. -Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, August 27, 1846. 

At the moment we are receiving horrifying accounts from the west of 
Cork, we receive accounts that the fishery is very abundant ; sprats have been 
sold for manure, and fine skates can be purchased at l|d. each. Herrings are 
unsaleable at 3d. to 4 d. per 120. All spirit of enterprise seems to be para- 
lysed ; the notion prevails that without potatoes fish will be valueless. God 
help them. 

Mr. Trevelyan to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

Treasury, September 11, 1846, 

Pray answer me this question, and I think you will be able to do it with- 
out issuing any queries, which I need not say it would be desirable to avoid. Can 
any addition be made to the stock of food by encouraging extra employment in 
the fisheries in Ireland and curing the fish? 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, September 17, 1846. 

I send you a copy of a letter from Captain Gilbert, our inspecting officer 
at Sligo, by which you will perceive that, from the want of a small quantity of salt, 
much valuable food has been lost. The money expended by deputations coming 
up to the Lord Lieutenant would more than pay for the salt necessary to save the 
herrings. I was told yesterday that the trawlers in the Bay of Dublin had left off; 
in consequence of the scarcity of potatoes, there was no sale for the white fish. 
Really people deserve to starve where this is the case. 



Enclosure. 

Captain Gilbert to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

Ballymoate, Tuesday morning. 

There has been lately an immense take of herrings along the coast and in the barony 
of Carberry. Last Thursday they were offered for sale at 3d. per 100 ; but thousands were 
actually destroyed and allowed to perish for the want of salt to cure them. Surely this ought 
to be looked into, as the poor seem so anxious to take every possible step to make provision for 
themselves. I feel convinced, if the herring fishery and other fisheries were carried on upon a 
large scale, as on the coast of Cornwall in the pilchard fishery, an abundance of provisions 
could be obtained for the poor, as well as employment for the men. 
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FISHERIES— IRELAND. 
Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Loch. 



October 1, 18 46. 

I shall be obliged to you to send a copy of tlie notice issued by you 
on the Duke of Sutherland’s behalf, offering bounties for the largest takes and cures 
of fish to Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, chairman of the Board of Works, Dublin. 

It is now so undeniable that we are entering upon a period of serious scarcity, 
that it becomes necessary to have recourse to every available means of supply; and 
as far as anything is to be done in the way of stimulating the fisheries, I think your 
plan is the best. 



Treasury Minute. 

October 23, 1846. 

Mr. Trevelyan lays before the Board a correspondence which has 
passed between him and the Chairman of the Board of Works and Fisheries in 
Ireland, relative to the proposed formation of efficient curing establishments for 
fish on the western and southern coast of Ireland, and the providing of a stock 
of salt to be sold to persons who wish to cure fish on their own account; and 
suggesting that a portion of a fund, now in the hands of the trustees of the Irish 
Reproductive Loan Fund, and which those trustees are desirous of rendering 
available for the relief of the present distress, may be properly applied for 
that purpose, under the regulations and conditions stated in a Memorandum 
drawn up by Mr. Trevelyan, a copy of which is annexed to the correspondence 

My Lords have before them the copy of a resolution of a general meeting 
held on the 29th August, 1S22, of a Committee of contributors to a subscription 
which had been raised for the relief of urgent distress in Ireland, for tlie pur- 
pose of considering in w'hat manner , the balance remaining in their hands should 
be disposed of, which resolution is in these -words, viz. : — 

“ That the sum of 5000/. be granted for the assistance of the industrious poor 
“ engaged in the fisheries of Ireland, within the districts recently afflicted by the 
“ distress of scarcity." 

My Lords have also before them a copy of the charter granted by Her Majesty 
to the Irish Reproductive Loan Institution, dated 4th June, 1S44. This charter 
places in the charge of the governors named therein, and three other governors 
to be appointed by this Board, a further sum of 45,000/., and its accumulation, 
being also a part of the balance of the above subscription, to be employed in 
loans to the industrious classes in the provinces of Munster and Connaught, of 
small sums of money, implements of labour, seed, or other raw materials, to be 
employed in husbandry, trade, or fisheries. 

And the charter enacts that the governors shall render to this Board annually 
a true account of all their operations, containing all such particulars as shall 
from time to time be required by my Lords. 

The governors of the said institution have also had the charge of the above 
sum of 5000/., voted for the assistance of the industrious poor engaged in the 
fisheries in Ireland. 

Transmit copies of this Minute, and of the above Memorandum, and the 
accompanying papers, to the governors of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund, 
and request that they will consider the same, and inform my Lords whether, 
under the present circumstances, as stated in the papers, they will consent to the 
appropriation of the whole or a part of the above sum of 5000/., in the manner 
and on the conditions proposed in the Memorandum. 

Inform them that although my Lords cannot guarantee that the sum advanced 
shall be repaid to them under any circumstances which may occur, they "will 
give instructions to the Fishery Commissioners that every precaution shall be 
taken for the security of the principal advanced, and its re-payment, together 
■with any profit which may accrue thereon. 

State at the same time, that my Lords avail themselves of the connexion 
created by the charter of 4th of June, 1844, between their institution and this 
Board, by expressing to them their decided opinion that the appropriation of the 
fund in the manner proposed, is fully justified by the terms of the original grant, 
and would meet the benevolent views of the subscribers by whom the fund was 
raised in 1822, for the purpose of affording relief in a period of distress, in the 
western provinces of Ireland, similar to that which now exists. 
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As the necessity for establishing the proposed curing stations is urgent req iiest 
that the governors will favour my Lords with their decision on the above pro- 
posal, at their earliest convenience. 1 



Mr. Trevelyan to Lieut. -Colon el Jones. 

October 1, 1846. 

Ihe question of stimulating the fisheries to the early production of an 
increased supply of food lias apparently assumed a practical form, which renders 
it necessary for me again to consult you upon it. 

The Irish. Reproductive Loan Fund Board have a sum of about 5,0001. at their 
disposal, which was originally appropriated for the encouragement of fisheries, 
and they have been strongly urged to apply it to that object, under the present 
circumstances of the country. 

You will find among the accompanying papers a specific plan for this purpose, 
by Sir James Dombrain, who proposes that it should be employed in making small 
loans, through the medium of the Coast-guard, for the purpose of enabling fisher- 
men to buy lines, &c. 

Another plan has actually been adopted by the Duke of Sutherland, with the 
same object of increasing the supply from the fisheries — namely, to offer certain 
fixed bounties for the largest numbers of fish taken and cured ; and you will find 
a copy of a letter from myself to Sir T. Dick Lauder, the Secretary to the Fishery 
Board in Scotland, suggesting that this plan should be taken up by the Govern- 
ment and extended, for the occasion , to the whole of the coasts of Scotland. I 
shall also write to Mr. Loch, the Duke of Sutherland’s agent, and request him to 
send you a copy of the notice issued by him on behalf of the Duke. 

I shall be obliged to you to take an early opportunity of considering the subject 
in concert with your colleagues and the Fishery Inspectors ; and if you can agree 
upon a plan according to which the 5,0001. in question can, in your opinion, be 
laid out with advantage in encouraging sucli an immediate increase of the produce 
of the Irish fisheries, as will furnish a valuable resource in the present scarcity, 
and if you will put the plan in writing in a tangible shape, I will submit it to the 
Reproductive Loan Fund Board, who have every desire to do what the occasion 
requires, and only wish to he assured that the money entrusted to them will be 
really usefully laid out. 

I have only two further suggestions to make : one of which is, that the bounty 
plan has this advantage over that of loans — that while loans can only influence 
the operations of the particular individuals to whom they are made, bounties 
ought to give a stimulus to all the persons embarked in the business; and the 
other is, that the benefit of obtaining large takes of fish would be in a great 
measure lost if effectual precautions were not taken to secure their being properly 
cured. 

Memorandum of the Board of Public Works on Irish Fisheries. 

Irish Fisheries — Offer of £5000 from Reproductive Loan Fund. 

With reference to Mr. Trevelyan’s letter to Colonel Jones on this 
subject, the Board of Public Works, Ireland, having considered various pro- 
jects, are of opinion that the course best calculated to make this small fund 
quickly available to the greatest extent in the present season of scarcity would 
be as follows : — 

1st. To buy, cure, and sell fish through trustworthy agents at four or 
five stations on the west coast of Ireland. 

2nd. To supply those agents with lines, hooks, hemp, and other fishing 
tackle, to be sold at a very moderate profit in remote stations, 
where such necessaries shall be found wanting. 

3rd. To supply those agents also with salt in such quantities as would 
suffice not only for the curing of any fish purchased by them, but 
also for sale at a moderate profit, to fishermen and other persons 
of small means disposed to cure fish. 

The reasons for this course are fully mentioned in the accompanying papers 
tA and B), to which the Board beg leave to call Mr. Trevelyan’s attention. 

By order, 

J. C. WALKER, Secretary. 

[F.J C 
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FISHERIES— IRELAND. 

Enclosures. 

CA.) 

Fisheries — Food and Employment. 

The Board have carefully considered Mr. Trevelyan’s letter, with its enclosures, and 
Mr. Barry’s 'remarks; also Mr/Loch’s letter to Colonel Jones. 

With reference to the last, it is considered a most useful course lor private or local parties to 
adopt and urge its publication in the Irish newspapers as a spur to Irish proprietors ; but 
neither that course, nor bounties, nor loans would meet the emergency, or be sufficient for the 

present occasion. . „ , . . 

The Board have a strong opinion against the system of bounties or loans, as a general prin- 
ciple through the agency of the Government, and are backed ill this opinion by the Report of 
the Commissioners of Fishery Inquiry; the administration of either would cost far more than 
their worth. Loans of materials are admitted to be uselul; but let them be through local 
bodies, and, if necessary, increase the means of such bodies, in proportion to some given scale 
of means furnished by themselves. .. . , 

As to the fund of 5000Z. offered, it must, it is understood, be used as a reproductive fund ; 
it, therefore, would not be applicable to bounties. 

For the present occasion, and to effect the maximum of good m the most rapid way, it is 
submitted that no application of the fund can be so effective as that of purchasing the fish ; 
thus at once addin* to the stock of food, to the amount of profitable employment m the way 
most natural and best understood by the fishermen, and free from all experimental and specu- 
lative theories as to the “ modus operandi." . 

By this means even this fund, 5000Z., might be made to circulate several times over 
during the season. The Board could almost guarantee a market for the _ fish, fresh or salt, 
near the sites of their several works. The whole project in Paper (B) is to create a steady 
demand for the white and round fish during the winter, not to depend upon or interfere with 
the variable herring fishery. 

It would appear objectionable to work this project by any but agents who could be con- 
trolled in their proceedings by Government, who would not permanently interfere with trade, 
or compete injudiciously with existing traffic; who would, in fact, simply act to keep up the 
steady demand by purchasing that which private traders left, and thus keep the fishermen 
constantly employed- „ . . ,, 

Concurrently with this, stores of fishing-tackle might he sold at first cost price, and salt 
provided where the purchasing agents are located ; and in this way the fund would probably 
circulate ten times over before the termination of the season. 

If, added to this, the Commissariat Department were to advertise for or buy supplies or 
cured fish, a great and important stimulus would be given to private enterprise in the localities, 
both to purchase and cure the fish. 

With a positive deficiency of food in the country, and an abundance of one class of food sur- 
rounding our coasts, the necessity of taking the most rapid course to make that food available 
cannot be too strongly urged. ... . 17 

Any system of bounty, premium, or loans would be entirely too slow in its operation, would 
open the” door to the establishment of pernicious principles, and lead to expectations of a per- 
manent system, which must evidently be disappointed ; whereas this project is evidently, by its 
nature, temporary, being to afford increased food and employment for the present. 



(B.) 

Memoranda as to providing Employment and Food, to supply, in part, the deficiency 
in the Potato Crop. 

Irish Fisheries. 

The potato crop of this year being almost totally lost, aud assuming that, from a 
combination of causes arising out of this circumstance, and the possible deficiency of supply 
from other countries, there v\ ill be an insufficient supply of cheap food for a large portion oi 
the people during part of the present, and next year, the attention is, almost necessarily, turned 
to the fisheries, as an immediate and convenient source of supply. 

The existence of abundance of the best kinds of fish, on and immediately off the Irish coast, 
is proverbial ; so, also, is the waut of a steady or sufficient supply of fish for consumption, ot 
salt and curing establishments; and, in many instances, of the necessary means of capture. 

These observations apply especially to the west and north-west coast : — on the east, and 
part of the south, the supply, urged by increasing and steady demand, as well as by steam 
naviga'ion to England, is becoming larger. Still it is to be recollected that Ireland (even on 
the west coast) is chiefly supplied with salt herrings from Scotland ; and most of the ling an 
other salt fish is imported. ,. 

The registry table attached to the Fourth Annual Report of the Commissioners of r ishenes, 
exhibits a lamentable want, in vast districts, of boats of a size suitable for carrying on a con- 
stant fishing.* This is, in many cases, immediately attributable to the waut of suitable ns mg 



* In many cases there are not more than from two to twelve first-class boats in districts having ro 
100 miles of coast, and in Dunfanaghy, county Donegal, not one such boat in 174 miles : a first-eias 
being defined to be one with a standing mast and rigging, even though open or undecked. 
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piers and small shelter harbours; which want, however, is now in progress of being partially 
remedied by the Act of this session, 9 Viet. c. 3. o j 

But all these — the deficiency of supply, the want of boats, improved fishing tackle, gear, and 
skill — are mainly attributable to the want of a steady constant demand, and remunerating price 
near the site of the fisheries ; while, on the other hand, the want of demand and price is chiefly 
caused by the remoteness of the districts, the want of quick and facile means of communication 
with good markets, and the total absence of an enterprising spirit of trade to establish curing 
stores, and create, on the spot, the steady market for the fruit of the fisherman’s labour. 

As regards the future — the construction of railways throughout the country, the increase of 
steam navigation, and the enterprising spirit that wiil be evoked to make them pay, will soon 
apply the necessary remedy to these evils, and develope the resources of the Irish fisheries. 

But. with reference to this and the ensuing year, whether as regards employment or the supply 
of food, the best, and, probably the only successful course to be adopted is clearly indicated, 
namely : — to create the steady daily demand near the sites of the fishing grounds, by purchasing, 
at a moderate but remunerating price, the produce of each day's labour — to cure, on the best prin- 
ciples, all the fish not required for immediate consumption ; and to provide means for the daily 
carriage into the interior of all the superior hinds of fresh fish, which may be wanted for con- 
sumption in that state. 

From the registry already adverted to, it will be perceived that there were, last year, more 
than 93,000 men and boys engaged in the fisheries ; but when it is recollected what a number 
of individuals form the families of these men, and the still greater number employed in various 
trades and sources of traffic connected with fisheries, and who depend thereon for their liveli- 
hood, the advantages, as regards employment alone, to result from providing fish to supply, in 
part, the deficiency in food, will he found worthy of the gravest consideration. 

If the purchase of fish be soon commenced and steadily persevered in, the men will, by their 
own earnings, be soon enabled to provide themselves with suitable gear and tackle; and thus, 
in the most legitimate way, and that most calculated to create a permanent spirit of enterprise 
and self-reliance, this want will be remedied : to attempt to supply it either by gift or loan, 
without providing the market, would be almost a useless expenditure, conferring little benefit on 
any party. 

The results detailed in the Second, Third, and Fourth Annual Reports of the Fishery 
Commissioners, with reference to the successful operations of a company at Waterford, both 
in a commercial and lucrative point of view, and as regards the increased consumption of fish 
in that neighbourhood, with its wholesomeness and cheapness as an article of food, will, most 
probably, if promulgated through the press, lead parties along the east, north-east, and 
southern coast, where the stimulus of good markets exist, and the means for readily entering 
into the trade are convenient, to take the matter up as a speculation of profit, under the 



pressing circumstances of the ensuing year. 

But a thorough knowledge of the west and north-west coasts of Ireland creates an appre- 
hension that it will be quite hopeless to expect that any efficient effort would he made there, 
through the instrumentality of unaided local or qvivate enterprise, to obtain any useful store of 
food for next season, although, in those districts, fish is most abundant. 

In fact, for such objects as are here adverted to, the commencement of operations should not 
be postponed or delayed, and these operations should be steadily carried on throughout the 
winter, spring, and summer. Local traders, or private companies, unaided, would not be 
prepared in time, and would not incur the risk of making such an experiment as a source 
of profit in remote districts. However, therefore, in ordinary cases, it is opposed to sound 
policy for the Government, either directly or indirectly, to enter into such transactions, there 
appears to be no other course open under the circumstances of the anticipated emergency 
than, through some suitable agency, to purchase, cure, and store, in some of the more remote 
districts in Ireland, an ample supply of fish; and, thereby effect two objects essential to the 
alleviation of distress, viz., an increased supply of cheap food , and lucrative employment for a 
large portion of the population. 

The course proposed, of merely buying the produce of the men’s labour, is, if not the most 
legitimate, the least opposed to sound policy, and partakes least of the character of undue 
interference with the trade of individuals ; as in the case of the Indian meal last year, there 
are, literally, no traders or merchants engaged in this traffic on our western coast who would 
be injuriously interfered with. 

The object, too, might be materially promoted if the Poor Law Commissioners and the 
Poor Law Guardians of the Unions throughout Ireland should deem it fit 1o have fish, both 
salt and fresh, supplied as an article of diet (say for two or three days in each week), and 
should call for contracts to supply the same; under suitable arrangements for^the purpose; it 
is believed that, in a great part of Ireland, some of the best fish may be furnished at from 
\d. to Id. per lb. To many of the workhouses, not far remote from the coast, the fish would 
be supplied fresh, and, a store of salt having been provided, the paupers, under suitable 
guidance, might be employed to cure it either for their own use, or that of Unions further in 
the interior. 

Some individuals anticipate a prejudice against a fish diet being adopted to any considerable 
extent. Without, however, doing more than to advert to the healthfulness of the fishiug popu- 
lation, it may he remarked that, as the fish, in this case, would be used with bread and meal 
instead of potatoes, there are but little grounds to anticipate any evil l'esults, while many 
wholesome means of dressing it may be pointed out, and its cheapness and abundance on our 
own coasts are strong arguments in favour of a trial. 

It is not contemplated that it would be necessary for the Government to establish many 

C 2 
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stations for the purposes of purchase ; a feu- might he mentioned ; as, for instance, Round- 
stone and Balljnakill, countv Galway; Belmullet, Achill, and kiilala, countv Mayo; Killy- 
begs and Rutland, county Donegal; with one or two places in Kerry and m the western 

ra Oncc C a° 5 teady daily market was created at these places by the purchase each day of all fish 
brought in, carriers from the interior would be found, as a matter of certainty, to congregate 
thither and take away all tile fresh fish required for immediate consumption, and the traffic 
bc-inw created, merchants and traders in the vicinity would be found gradually to enter into 
the trade so that, probably, in a short time, the Government agent would either be enabled to 
withdraw! or find that all that was requisite to keep up the supply was, to prevent a monoply in 
salt hi havinij a sufficient store * ready for sale at first cost , and to regulate the market and its 
price by buying all that remained after the carriers and private traders had completed their 

^ At present, in many districts in Ireland, owing to the want of such a demand, the fishermen 
dppendinn chiefiv on the uncertain herring fishery inshore, very seldom go out for white fish, 
though tile coast abounds with cod, ling, haddock, hake, and all the superior kinds of fiat fish ; 
while the same want of market leads them to oppose violently the use of the trawl net, the 
deep-sea seine, the trammel net, and other effective engines, which would capture so much 
greater quantities thau the wants of tile locality, without curing establishments or faecl purchasers 
demand, that the men Teel they would have no remuneration for their labour if they suffered 
these engines to be used- . . . 

Now, concurrently with the creation of such a demand as is submitted in tins paper, these 
efficient engines could be introduced, and the fishermen led quietly to avail themselves of their 
advantageous use, so that it may be fairly estimated that the adoption of this course would 
not only = effect the objects immediately sought, but produce to the fisheries ot the country a 
permanent benefit, which, but for the opportunity now afforded, and the adoption of some such 
means as those suggested, it might take many years to accomplish. 

In carrying out these objects the coast guard service could, as it has always done in similar 
matters, afford most valuable aid. _ 

Every effort should be made to secure a good supply of salt in time for the winter fishery 
along the west coast. 

The price given for the fish should, in the first instance, be full, so as to encourage the men 
and wean them from established prejudices ; while, such a course would also have the effect, of 
enabling them to provide themselves with the most suitable gear and fishing tackle in an early 
stage of the proceedings. 

The early knowledge of the intention to buy fish would induce the local traders to some 
extent to increase their stores of salt as well as of rope and other tackle. 

The amount of money required would be small in comparison to the object, while it would 
be a circulating fund continually replenished by the sales. 

Under judicious management there should, upon the whole, be little or no pecumaiy loss 
in making an effort of this kind; indeed, with a view to setting an example of what might be 
done, and thus permanently raising the fisheries, the greatest care should be taken to avoid 
loss. Still, it is submitted, that, as such an experiment would not be made with a view to 
profit (as if undertaken by private enterprise) the consideration of risk to some extent should 
not, in an endeavour to avert a great national calamity, restrain the attempt to effect the 
highly important objects in view — increased food and remunerative employment. 

° J 1 Wm. T. Mulvany. 

The foregoing paper was written last spring, and revised on the 30th ultimo, before the 
arrival of Mr. Trevelyan’s letter of the 1st instant, in which the 5000/., belonging to the 
,f Reproductive Loan Fund,” is offered to he brought into operation. 

October, 1846. 



Memorandum by Mr. Trevelyan. 

October 16, 1846. 

On learning from Mr. Leake that the trustees of the Reproductive Loan 
Fund were ready to place at the disposal of the Government, for the purpose of 
procuring an increased stock of food from the Irish Fisheries in the present state 
of scarcity in that country, a sum of about 5000/. which was originally appro- 
priated to the encouragement of the Irish Fisheries, I wrote to the Chairman 
of the Board of Works, and received from the Board the Documents copies of 
which are annexed ; and I submit, for the decision of the Trustees, the follow- 
ing propositions for the purpose of giving practical effect to the plan recom- 
mended "by the Board of Works. ( 

1. That the Board of Works, acting in their capacity as Fishery Commis- 
sioners, establish two curing stations, at places to be selected by them for 
the purpose, on the Western or Southern coast of Ireland, w T here there may 
appear to be the greatest prospect of success. 

* During the present season in llie West Riding of Cork, where vast quantities of fish have been Liund, 
the want of salt, purchasers, &c., prevented their being made use of ; and, according to information receiN , 
quantities were actually allowed to rot, or be sold for manure. 
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2. That none hut skilled and thoroughly trustworthy agents be appointed 
to the charge of these stations, and that the Fishery Board of Scotland be 
applied to if necessary, to depute two or more persons accustomed to the modes 
of curing different kinds of fish practised in that country, to give the persons 
employed by the Board of Works the benefit of their experience as long as 
their assistance may be required. 

3. That the necessary supplies of fish for curing be obtained by purchase 
from the fishermen at the current market price on the spot, care being taken 
to interfere as little as possible with the ordinary demand of private parties for 
fish, whether for curing or otherwise. 

4. That the fish, when cured, he sold to the highest bidder, either on the 
spot or in the nearest markets, as may be considered best calculated to bring 
them into useful consumption at the current market price. 

5. That, besides the stock of salt for the use of the curing establishment 
under the superintendence of the Board of Works, an additional stock, if re- 
quired, be provided on the spot, for the purpose of being sold at prime cost to 
any private parties who may wish to cure fish on their own account ; and that 
lines, hooks, and other cheap tackle, be likewise sold to the fishermen at prime 
cost. 

6. That the sum of 1000/. be, for the present, appropriated by the Reproduc- 
tive Loan Commissioners for the execution of this plan at each of the two 
curing stations so to be established, being 2000/. in all ; and that the proceeds 
of the sales at each station be carried to the credit of the fund appropriated to 
that station. 

7. That a report be made to this Board at the end of every month, of the 
measures adopted to carry out this plan, together with a store account, showing 
the quantity of fish, salt, &c., sold and in hand at each station, and a cash 
account showing the pecuniary result, copies of which Documents will be fur- 
nished to the Reproductive Loan Commissioners for their information. 

8. That if the proposed plan shall appear likely, after sufficient trial, to be 
attended with public advantage, the remainder of the sum of 5000/. which has 
been offered by the Reproductive Loan Commissioners, will be appropriated in 
a similar manner. 

9. That it must be clearly understood that the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment and the Board of Works in taking charge of this fund from the Repro- 
ductive Loan Commissioners will be limited to making the best use of it in 
their power for the public benefit, according to the plan proposed, subject to 
such modifications not affecting the principle of the plan as may from time 
to time appear to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to be re- 
quired, and that any profit or loss which may arise will accrue to the Trustees 
and not to the Government 



Mr. Trevelyan to Lieutenant-Colonel Jones. 

October 23, 1846. 

As I feel satisfied that the Reproductive Loan Commissioners will 
agree to our proposals about the curing establishments, your Board may, in 
order to save time, proceed at once to consider in detail the measures which 
it will be proper to adopt in order to carry out the plan laid down in my 
Memorandum, which is only a development of that which your Board proposed. 

As the immediate object of the plan is to make large additions to the 
general stock of food by curing fish, and thus rendering them available for 
consumption in the interior ; and as it is based on the supposition that the 
fresh fish required for the daily supply of the curing establishments will be 
obtained by purchases made from private fishermen, the first thing to be 
attended to in the choice of places for the establishments is, to consider where, 
the largest supplies of fresh fish are to he obtained. _ 

You must give me every necessary detail about the quantity and description 
of salt which we are to procure for you. . 

If your fishery inspectors think it would be advisable to have the benefit of 
Scotch experience, especially in the curing of white fish, I will request the 
Fishery Board for Scotland to send two competent persons to you without 
delay, who may be employed in Ireland as long as they are requited and may 
then be sent home. 
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I send herewith six more copies of our plans, and also three copies of 
a letter to myself from Sir T. Dick Lauder, Secretary to the Board of Fisheries 
for Scotland, which, although it proceeds on a different view of the subject, 
contains some useful hints. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir T. Dick Lauder. 

October 24, 1846. 

I have the pleasure of sending you two copies of the plan which has 
been resolved upon for obtaining increased supplies of food from the fisheries 
in Ireland, and setting the example of an improved mode of curing fish in that 
country. 

It would not suit the circumstances of the fisheries of Scotland, but I 
believe the plan to be well adapted to those of Ireland. 

I shall be obliged to you to furnish me with any suggestions which your 
experience may dictate calculated to assist those who will have to carry out 
the details of the plan. 

And it is possible that I may have to apply to you for the services of two 
persons skilled in the modes practised in Scotland of curing different kinds of 
fish, in order that they may assist our curers in Ireland as long as such in- 
struction may be required. 



SirT. Dick Lauder to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Board of Fisheries, Royal Instituton, 

Edinburgh , October 27, 1846. 

I have received yours of the 24th, covering two copies of the plan which 
has been resolved upon for obtaining increased supplies of food from the fisheries 
of Ireland, and asking me to make to you any suggestions which I may think 
calculated to assist those who will have to carry out the details of the plan. 

It occurs to me, in limine, that the number of stations appointed for cure, are 
too few, for it is of the greatest importance that the fish should be in the salt as 
soon after they are taken out of the sea as possible. But, without a complete 
knowledge of the whole fishing coasts of Ireland, of which I am not possessed, 
I v could not form any precise judgment on this head. I approve highly of your 
idea of sending over to Ireland men well skilled in the modes of cure practised 
in Scotland, and in order to be prepared for any demand you may find yourself 
called on to make on me for any such persons, I have already directed our 
General Inspector of the east coast to look out for, and have his eye on some 
individuals of good character, and well qualified for your purpose, so that as 
little time may be lost as possible', after receiving your commands on the subject. 

It occurs to me that you might perhaps find it useful to have some copies of 
a little treatise which I wrote on the curing of cod and ling. I therefore send 
you one as a specimen. It was ordered to be printed by the Fishery Board ; 
as was also that for the cure of herrings, for the purpose of gratis distribution 
among our fishermen and curers, and both have been in a great demand, and 
have done so much good, that, to extend their usefulness, the Board has since 
had both treatises translated and printed in Gaelic. I send you copies. If 
you think a similar circulation in Ireland would do good, a sufficient impression 
would be easily thrown off to any extent you might consider advisable. 

It does not occur to me that I can add anything at present, but I need not 
assure you that any information I possess is always at your service. 



Lieut. -Col. Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin , November 3, 1S46. 

Many thanks for the two books by Sir Thomas Dick Lauder ; they are ex- 
tremely interesting. We intend to re-publish them with a preface. We had, pre- 
vious to the receipt of the above, sent one of our inspectors to Scotland for informa- 
tion, and given him a letter to Sir Thomas Dick Lauder. We are also making 
arrangements for our establishments, and have taken a store at Roundstone, but we 
are obliged to be guarded in our inquiries, lest imposition should be attempted. 
We incline for three stations. 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

November 3, 1846. 

You Avill find over leaf a copy of a letter which has been addressed to Lord 
John Russell, from St. Ives, on the subject of a large take of pilchards, which it 
would appear may be still further increased if there should be a demand for them. 

I also send a column, which I have had cut out of the “ Morning Chronicle," in 
reference to which I should like to know why the Irish cannot eat salt fish with 
meal as well as with potatoes. I breakfasted several mornings on Indian meal 
stirabout flavoured with dried haddock, and thought it very good. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Castle , Dublin , November 5, 1846. 

I cannot really tell you why the Irish dislike fish, when they have not 
potatoes to eat with them, except that the prejudices of the people here are some- 
times unaccountable ; but if they decline to purchase herrings, it is not likely that 
they will buy pilchards, which, you know, are pressed down flat into the hogs- 
heads, and thus deprived of all their oily substance, which is so nutritious. I 
think we had better leave this to the trade, instead of attempting to combat tastes 
and inconsistencies, which are unaccountable, and quite impossible to reconcile 
with the want and suffering they endure. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir T. D. Lauder. 

Treasury, November 7, 1846. 

Two English gentlemen, Mr. Serjeant Allen and Mr. Whalley, who 
have been in the habit of visiting the coasts of Ireland and Scotland in their 
yacht to fish, are strongly impressed with the valuable resource which line fish- 
ing might afford in the present state of scarcity ; and the younger of the two 
Mr. Whalley, volunteers to proceed to the coast of Scotland in his yacht, and 
show the people by actual trial how much can be effected in this way. 

The accompanying copies of letters from Mr. Whalley and Mr. Blamire 
(Commissioners of Tithes, Drainage, &c.), and the letter to the Morning 
Chronicle” referred to by Mr. Blamire, will place you in full possession of the 
views entertained by these gentlemen. 

My impression is, that if Mr. Whalley’s offer can, with a reasonable proba- 
bility of public advantage, be availed of at all, it would be in this way, iy a 
curing establishment, on the principle of those proposed for Ireland, being 
formed, under the superintendence of your Board, on some loch where fish 
abound and there is no want of fishermen, and where the fishing might be 
carried, on throughout the winter in almost all states of the weather ; and then 
Ml- Whalley might show the way to the local fishermen, and he and they 
might deliver the fish they catch at your curing establishment, to be cured, and 
sold to the highest bidder, the local fishermen receiving a fair market .price 
for the fish delivered by them at the establishment, and being debited with the 
value of any lines, &c., supplied to tliem. 

All this may, of course, be subject to much correction from local circum- 
stances, of which you must be the judge, and I remit the whole matter foi the 
decision of your Board. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Blamire to Mr. Trevelvan. 

Tithe Office, London, November 4, 1846. 

1 HAD the pleasure of having an interview yesterday with Mr. Serjeant Robert Alien 
on the subject ^' T n S’ 



. o.ung yachting friend L “ 
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otlior more approved, info operation; and he charges n\e to assure you of his readiness to wait 
upon you at any time, should you desire to see him. 

There would appear to be four essentials to be kept in view in reference to this matter : 
supplies of tackle, &c., by way of loan or otherwise ; instruction by experienced and conciliatory 
loire-line fishermen, the "natives of these districts being not only entirely ignorant of, hut also 
strongly prejudiced against, such fishing ; the protection of a steam-tug on each fishing stahon, 
the West Highlanders being notoriously bad, and, consequently, timid sailors; and aid in pro- 
curing bait from the mainlands, the island affording none. 



Mr. Whalley to Mr. Blamire. 

2, Paper Buildings, Temple, 
October 29, 1S46. 

The conversation I lately had with you on the application of the Drainage Loan Act to 
the Highlands and Isles of Scotland, and the deplorable prospect of the deserving population of 
those districts, has set me thinking whether it might not be in my power, in some small degree, 
to forward the beneficent plans of the Government, especially as regards the encouragement of 
fishing. . 

What I propose, is, to fit out ray yacht, a vessel little short of 50 tons, well adapted tor those 
seas and lakes, and being provided with every kind of fishing gear, to repair at once to such 
parts of the west coast, or the islands, as the Government may suggest, and there do all that 
can be done in proving to the people the resources of their seas, — instructing them in the best 
mode of fishing, and, it may be, in affording useful information to the Government, or the pro- 
prietors, how, at the least cost, the means of using these resources can be furnished to the people. 

I need scarcely tell you that sea-fishing is a long-standing hobby of mine. My crew would 
be, of course, the best fishermen I could find; and I would especially mention that my captain, 
late a master in the Royal Navy, was born and bred on the north-western coast of Scotland, 
and is, perhaps, more versed in the science ol sea-fishiug than any man in the kingdom. During 
four years’ residence at Prince Edward Island, he made himself thoroughly master of the 
fishing business as practised by the Americans and French in those waters, and by ourselves at 
Newfoundland ; and I am satisfied that if his countrymen are to be taught, he is the man to 
do it. 

I may perhaps be of use in other respects. The doubts and difficulties which I understand 
some of the Scotch proprietors experience in availing themselves of the Drainage Act, 1 think 
my intimate knowledge of its letter and spirit might be useful in removing, aided by ten years 
experience under your Board. 

I do not propose this, as you will readily believe, with a view to personal emolument. If the 
Government will pay the actual outlay, I shall be quite satisfied, as I have a firm conviction 
that 1 should be enabled to do good. 

P. S.— £50. a month, and 501. for the best tackle and outfit, would, I should imagine, cover 
all expenses ; and this sum cannot be, I should think, an obstacle to the adoption of my sug- 
gestion. 

Mr. Whalley to Mr. Blamire. 

14, Earls Terrace, Kensington, 
November 4, 1846. 

I HA. ye left a message for Mr. Serjeant Allen to call on you to-morrow, and I have no 
doubt he will satisfy you that the fishing can be carried on through the winter as well in the 
open sea round the isles as in the lochs, though with less interruption in the latter from occa- 
sional bad weather. In fact, the winter is the only season for cod-fishing in those parts; witness 
the supply to the London, &c., markets, by smacks, which seldom put in anywhere from the 
time they leave the Thames till they get back. 

You mentioned that there was to be a steamer at Tobermory for keeping up the communi- 
cation with the Isles. It would be a simple and inexpensive mode of trying the experiment, 
if this steamer were to carry over a few lines and hooks with mussel- bait, and if a few good 
fishermen were drafted into the crew of the steamer, a sufficient trial might be made, if not by 
boats from the shore, at all events from the deck of the steamer. The people, however, are 
better supplied with boats than with tackle, bait, or skill to use them. 

Whoever may be charged with this duty must expect much opposition and contradiction 
there being the strongest avei*sion to any new system. There was a striking instance of this 
about 12 years ago, when some enterprising party fitted out from Ardglass, in Ireland, about 
20 smacks, of about 25 tons each, to fish through the winter amongst the islands. They tried 
several, but wherever they went, the people systematically cut adrift the buoys attached to the 
“ long line,” and so defeated every attempt to instruct them in that mode of fishing. The 
London smacks go more to the north, and keep the sea till their wells are full. 



Mr. Blamire to Mr. Trevelyan. 

November 9, 1846. 

I have the pleasure of sending you a copy of another letter from Mr. 
Whalley, with an interesting enclosure, in continuation of my previous communi- 
cation to you on the subject of liis disinterested and public-spirited proposal. 
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Enclosure. 

Mr. Whalley to Mr. Blamirk. 

14j Earl's Terrace, Kensington , 
November 7, 1846. 

I beg to enclose the best account I can give of Serjeant Allen’s remarks on the sea 
fishing of Ireland. 

To make it intelligible 1 have been obliged to weave it in amongst 3 ome explanatory 
remarks of my own, which may be easily rejected by the reader, as he may deem them to the 
purpose or otherwise. 

If Mr. Trevelyan should consider it probable that it will end in my repairing with the yacht 
to Scotland, perhaps he will also consider that time is an object, and therefore would excuse 
you asking him whether I may at once get her out of winter quarters; some days will be 
required before the crew, tackle, . &c., can be ready, and she can sail. 



In continuation of the remarks, under the head of “ Northern Fisheries,” wherein I quoted 
from a book, called “ The Sportsman in Ireland and Scotland,” I now add the following 
consisting chiefly of further extracts from the same book, which is so far entitled to attention 
as being the result of the actual observations of a member of the English bar, Mr Serjeant 
Allen. J 

The information to be obtained from this book is peculiarly applicable to the present 
emergency. Without any preconceived opinion, or any possible object, in overstating the 
incidents of his summer ramble, it incidentally appears that having stationed himself for a 
month at Cahirciveen, on the south-western point of Ireland, he thoroughly proved the 
resources which those seas may afford for the subsistence of that district; and he further shows 
the extent to which those resources are at present made available. Mr. O’Connell, who is 
the proprietor of that district, has himself vouched in public discussion the accuracy of the 
narrative on points relating to this district. 

Whatever fish is to he found on this point of the coast is to be found in equal abundance 
and variety all along the western coast. 

From north to south is well known to be the course taken by the countless myriads of fish 
continually issuing from the north; divided when it reaches the various points of land which 
the British isles or islets present to it. This shoal crowds alike upon every part of the eastern 
and western coasts, being more or less remote from the land according to the depth of the 
water. “ I had heard,’ he observes, “ and was resolved to be convinced that the iron-bound 
coast of Kerry was celebrated for sea fishing.” 

" There are no fishermen at Cahir, although the coast on the outer side of Waterville is 
abundant in every kind of fish, yet no regular market exists. The farmers, therefore, at 
particular seasons, make common cause in attacking the herrings and mackarel.” 

In a small vessel of 12 tons, provided with long lines and deep sea tackle, he sets forth 
round the Island of Valencia for a night’s fishing. “No sooner were the lines at the bottom, 
than whitings of a very large size, and such as are never seen in England, were drawn up ; these 
were immediately put upon large hooks, and set out. Four lines, baited with mussels, were 
continually going, till darkness stopped our sport.” 

In describing bis success through this his first night’s fishing, the learned Serjeant’s narrative 
is too much broken by the other incidents of the adventure to be quoted in full. Before hauling 
in their long line, it appears they captured a skate, which weighed nearly a hundred weight. 
‘‘Conger eels,” he says, “were an intolerable nuisance ; but the occasional landing a ling, which 
is here held in high esteem, and which, indeed, is an excellent fish, again inspirited my little 
crew.” “We had now,” he continues, “ a good stock of ordinary fish, and I was impatient to 
see the result of the long line in deep water. Accordingly, at first dawn of day, the long line 
is hauled in ; the first was a fine cod, next, Conger eels, a large ling, skate, haddock, then only 
a row of heads, the bodies having fallen victims to the ruthless communiiy by which they had 
been surrounded. Flat fish, and here and there a tolerable turbot, served to supply us with so 
splendid a cargo of fish, as to render all further pursuit useless.” Speaking of the pleasure 
with which he distributed the fruits of this fishing amongst the poor, he observes, “ although 
the coast is so abundant in produce, there are none possessed of the means or skill to furnish 
the Friday’s meal.” 

The value of such well expressed facts would be impaired by speculations as to the cause or 
the remedy for the continued neglect of these resources. N o thing is said on this head by the 
author, who seems to have soon tired of such a glut of easy prey, for he takes to shooting the 
sea fowl. The only fish trade existing thereabouts is at Dingle, and of the mode in which this 
18 carried on the following passage affords a sketch. He is speaking of the fishermen of Dingle 
Bay, about 20 miles from Cahirciveen :• — 

“ There is not even any competition in the sale of their produce. The hucksters who attend 
their arrival every evening, for the purpose of conveying the fish up to the mountains to Tralee, 
a &d through the country, are always prepared to take the whole, and the prices rarely vary 
They are generally at this rate: whiting, 5 d. per dozen of 13; mackarel. Is. Ad. per 100; 
pod or hake, 9 d. per dozen ; and all other fish in proportion. The mode of division ot proceeds 
js on a principle also that insures unanimity. There are six men to a boat, which is generally 
hired of some large proprietor ; for the boat is put aside two shares, the rest equally 

Even this mode of traffic seems to have produced the following result : — 

M d 
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"The inhabitants of Dingle appear to have more comforts, are better employed, and are 
better paid than at most other places, whilst the improvements continually progressing under the 
influences of landlords who take an interest in the management of their own property, have 
contributed much to the social advantage of the poor. The bay is a source of endless wealth, 
being never without abundance of fish ot all kinds. 



Mr. Bertolacci to Mr. Leake. 

Hibernian Hotel, Tralee , November 11, 1846. 

In a letter I have received from Mr. J. A. Smith, he says, the Go- 
vernors are disposed to hand the Fishery fund over to the Government. 

I have refrained referring to this matter in my letters hitherto, as it is a 
subject to which my attention was particularly drawn by Mr. Smith’s letter of 
instruction as Chairman, and as I have hitherto only made inquiries on this 
side of the Shannon, whilst we have applications to investigate referring to 
Galway and Mayo. 

The application of this money, which you now have safe, is, in fact, the most 
difficult part of my duty to report on. To apply it in loans to fishermen only , 
is, from various circumstances, quite an impossibility. 

1st, All the shallow water fishermen, and, in some instances, the deep 
sea fishermen (where they are to be met with) are not (as on the English 
coast) solely fishermen, but as much potato growers remaining idle except 
when the fish actually comes into the harbours. 

2ndly. How are the fishermen to be prevented from being merely the repre- 
sentatives of a loan to a landsman, if the loan is to be made in money ; and if 
in nets, to be repaid, I doubt if any parties except themselves would be 
security for the payment of the money, especially as when the fish is taken 
there is no salt to cure it, and even this year fish has, in many places, been 
thrown on the land on the coast of Cork ; and I should also state that there 
exists a strong prejudice against eating fish without potatoes; bread or 
meal the poor say will not do to eat with it. As to the plan suggested by Sir 
James Dombrain and Mr Barry, of lending the money through the Coast Guard, 
I cannot (nor would you, were you to see this country along the coast) look on 
it in any other light than as a theory which practically could not be carriedout, 
and I fear the funds would soon be returned as irrec overable. Without pledging 
myself to say that means might not be adopted in Galway, where the Claddagh 
people seem to be a class of themselves, I certainly think that the only appli- 
cation of the money in loans would be to throw it into the general loan fund 
when matters are placed on a better footing, and let the fishermen stand on the 
same footing as others on the coast ; but if the money is to be kept exclusively, 
then the most beneficial mode, I think, will be to make it available in curing 
the fish, so as to keep it long enough for the existing prejudice to be dissipated, 
or to bring it more into the interior than it at present reaches ; but again, I 
am at a loss to say how you could do this without subjecting the funds to be 
jobbed or placed into competition with private enterprize, which of itself 
should, and no doubt ultimately will, do more than any other means. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public TVorhs, Dublin, 
November 10, 1846. 

I am directed by the Board to acquaint you that they have had under 
consideration the subject of your memorandum of the 1 6th ult., with reference 
to the establishment of curing stations, and the purchase of fish on the western 
coast of Ireland, in accordance with their suggestions ; and am further 
instructed to communicate the following particulars, in addition to those 
already furnished : 

For the purpose of saving time, the Commissionershave despatched one of 
their inspectors of fisheries, Mr. Wm. Ffennell, to Scotland, with a view to 
obtain some detailed information relating to the establishment of curing 
stations, and to select two or more persons competent to act as curers ; and for 
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this purpose they hare put him in communication with Sir Thomas Dick 
Lauder, the Secretary to the Board of British Fisheries. 

After mature examination ot the registry of fishing boats, and persons 
engaged in fishing, and influenced by their own local knowledge, the Board 
recommend that, if only two stations be established, the best place for the 
purpose will be Roundstone, to the north-west of Galway Bay, and Killybeo-s, 
in the county of Donegal. 

The number of native fishermen and boats, near or within the range of Round- 
stone, is 6840 men and hoys, and 1530 boats of all classes; and near, or 
within the range of Killybegs station, there are 4607 men and boys, and 797 
boats. 

Both these stations are well adapted for the proposed object ; they are near the 
offing, and yet are well sheltered, and have the advantage of tolerably good 
lines of communication to the interior ; while, without being too remote, they 
are sufficiently so to preclude, to a great extent, any undue interference or 
competition with private enterprise. 

Galway would, no doubt, afford a vast quantity of fish ; indeed much more 
than it is conceived the small sum proposed to be used at each station would 
suffice to deal with ; while, on the other hand, private enterprise ought to he 
exercised there, and, possibly, this will be the result under the stimulus created 
by our operations in the more remote locality. 

The Board very strongly recommend that the trial be made with three 
stations instead of two, and are greatly influenced in this suggestion by the 
peculiar wants and favourable position of the place which is most fitting for 
the third station, namely, Belmullet. Belmullet is situate at the head of the 
bays of Broadhaven and Blacksod, where, under the operation of the Fishery 
Piers and Harbours Act, it is proposed to cut a canal of connexion between the 
bays referred to. This place is near the site of most excellent fishing grounds ; 
is at present the scene of much distress and privation, and, in consequence of 
the remoteness of its position, is very unlikely to be assisted by private 
enterprise. 

The numbers of native fishermen and boats within the range of this station, 
are as follows : 5875 men and boys, and 806 boats. 

Another inducement to the establishment of three stations is, that any vessel 
going round with salt and tackle may readily bring enough for the three 
stations, and that this may be effected without making any considerable detour, 
as Belmullet lies intermediate between the two extreme stations which the Board 
propose as the most suitable. 

In connexion with the present subject, it may be interesting to state here, 
that, during the recent tours of inspection made by the officers of the Board 
during this season, it has been ascertained that the prices of fresh fish are nearly 
as follows : — hake, one-sixth of a penny per lb. ; cod, one-third of a penny per 
lb. ; ling, one-third ditto ; haddock, one-third ditto ; pollock, one-sixth ditto. 

Herrings are and have been very abundant. They are sold from 3 s. to 5s. 
and 8s. per 1,200 ; and very little or no local exertion has been made to cure 
lhem ; while the want of a sufficient supply of salt in remote localities has 
ted to the loss or injury of considerable quantities of those taken. 

With reference to the supply of salt which would be required for each 
of those stations, the Board express a hope that the Government will he able 
to send it to the destined places in vessels of their own; and thus save the 
expense of freight, harbour dues, &c., which would form a heavy item in the 
small fund to be dealt with in each case, and would, of course, add materially 
to the price at which the salt could be offered to the fishermen, while a still 
greater evil would arise from the delay consequent on the adoption of any 
other means of transit. 

The Board propose, that about 100?. worth of salt be procured for each 
station; and three-fourths of the article to be of the usual coarse kind, 
called Liverpool or English salt, used for curing, and one-fourth Lisbon or 
St. Ubes’. 

In order to expedite matters further, the Board sent an officer to Round- 
stone, and have succeeded in obtaining a store and yard tolerably well circum- 
stanced for a curing station. The premises are near the town, and close to 
the shore ; and are to be had for the sum of 20?. for six months, with a right 
°f further tenantcy at 1?. per month. 
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Under these circumstances, the Board are prepared to receive the salt at 
that station as soon as it may be sent ; and if the three stations be approved of, 
this Board will undertake to be prepared for the reception of salt at the other 
places before its arrival.* 



Treasury Minute. 



November 13, 1846. 



Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, that their Lordships 
entirely approve of the measures which have been taken by them to give effect 
to the plan which has been resolved upon for the establishment of stations for 
curino- fish on the west coast of Ireland ; and that they are pleased to authorize 
the addition of a third station to the two previously contemplated, as recom- 
mended by them. . . 

Transmit for the information of the Commissioners a copy of the minute of 
this Board dated the 23rd of October, and of the resolution of the Governors 
of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund, thereupon dated the 12th instant, from 
which the Commissioners will perceive that the Governors of the Irish Repro- 
ductive Loan Fund have placed the sum of 5,0001. at the disposal of the 
Government for the purpose of carrying out the plan described in Mr. I re- 
velyan's memorandum, dated the 16th ultimo. 

Their Lordships desire that the Commissioners will furnish them with a 
statement of the establishment which they propose to form at each of the three 
stations of Killybegs, Belmullet, and Roundstone, and an estimate of the 
expense of every description connected therewith for the ensuing six months ; 
and as the main object of Her Majesty's Government in forming these esta- 
blishments under the superintendence of the Board of M orks, is to shew by 
actual experiment that the curing of fish on the west coast of Ireland may be 
carried on with profit by private individuals, it is their Lordships wish that 
the first arrangements should be made oil the most moderate scale consistent 
with real efficiency, and that the operations may afterwards be conducted with 
all practicable attention to economy. 

It appears to their Lordships to he desirable that Mr. Ffennell should 
attend at this office on his return from Scotland, and directions will then be 
given for the transmission in a Government vessel of a sufficient supply of the 
proper hinds of salt to the three curing stations. 

The requisite issues will be made from the sum of 5,000/., which has been 
placed at their Lordships' disposal, upon monthly estimates to he submitted by 
the Board of Works to this Board; and at the close of the first month, 
the 'estimate should he accompanied with a Report, and a store and cash 
account, as directed in the seventh paragraph of the memorandum, dated the 
16tli ultimo. , 

The Commissioners will report, as soon as they are prepared to do so, what 
arrangements they would recommend for the purpose of disposing of the fish 
after they have been cured, whether by periodical public sales to he held at the 
curing stations, or in some other manner. 

Write to the Governors of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund, acknowledging 
the receipt of their resolution dated the 12tli instant, and transmit for their 
information a copy of the Report of the Board of Works dated the 10th instant, 
and of this Minute, and state that the Paymaster of Civil Services has 
been directed to receive the sum of 5,000/., which they have consented to place 
at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government for the purpose specified m 
Mr. Trevelyan’s memorandum, dated the 16tli ultimo. 

. Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services to receive a sum of 5,000/., which win 
be paid to him by the Governors of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund, ana 
to pay the same to the account of the Bank of Ireland at the Bank of Eng land , 
to he placed to the account of the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland. ..... 

Acquaint the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, and desire that he wii 
carry the sum of 5,000/. in question to a separate account, to be entitled the 
Fish Curing Establishment Account, to he acted upon by him under the orders 
of this Board. 



* For thfc detail of the proceedings in establishing the Curing Stations, see the Board of Works Monthly 
Reports, in the_Board of Works Series of Papers. 
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Mr. Smith to Mr. Parker. 

Lombard Street , November 12, 1846. 

I have the honour, on the part of the governors of the Irish Reproduc- 
tive Loan Fund, to acknowledge your letter of the 26th October, enclosing a 
Memorandum from Mr. Trevelyan, and a copy of a Treasury Minute, dated 
23rd October, 1846, in reference to the employment of a sum of 5000/., granted 
by the Irish Relief Committee of 1822, for the encouragement of Fisheries on 
the west coast of Ireland. 

I am directed to enclose for your information the copy of a resolution passed 
by the governors this day, and I have further to inform you that I shall be pre- 
pared forthwith to pay the sum of 5000/., referred to in the enclosed resolutions, 
to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to he employed under 
their orders in the manner specified in Mr. Trevelyan’s Memorandum. 



Enclosure. 

At a Meeting of the Governors of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund, held at No. 74, 
King William-street, on Thursday, November 12, 1846 — 

Resolved , — 

That the governors approve of the proposal of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, communicated in Mr. Parker's letter of the 26th October, and in the 
accompanying printed Memorandum from Mr. Trevelyan, dated 16th October. The governors 
consider the appropriation in the manner proposed of the 5000/. applied for by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, strictly in accordance with the spirit and meaning 
of the original grant, and readily comply with the recommendation of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury, contained in their Lordships’ Minute of the 23rd October, that the governors 
should pay over the said sum of 5000/, to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
to be employed iu the manner and on the terms specified in the memorandum and letters 
above referred to. 



Messrs. Hillas and Peers to Lord John Russell. 

7, Lincoln’s Inn Fields , 
London, December 8, 1846. 

A copy of the enclosed prospectus has been forwarded to a few members 
of Her Majesty’s Government in the course of last week ; and to the Secretaries 
of the Irish Relief Society, about a month ago. 

In the “ Times” of yesterday there appeared an article stating that it was the 
intention of the Government to establish four fishing Companies in the same 
parts contemplated in the enclosed prospectus. 

As we have already dedicated a great deal of time, and have been at great 
pains and some expense, and have also made engagements, for the furtherance 
of this project, we respectfully request your Lordship to have the goodness to 
say whether, under all the circumstances, we ought to persevere ; particularly 
as the article alluded to, in the “ Times,” is not explicit as to the manner in 
which it may be the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to carry out their 
views. 



Enclosure. 

(For Private Circulation .) 

Prospectus of the Coast of Ireland Fishing Company. (Provisionally Registered.) 

Capital 100,000/, in 10,000 Shares of 107. each. Deposit 1/. Is. per Share. 

Solicitor — H. D. Ilderton, Esq., 7, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 

The north and north-west coast of Ireland is known to abound in fish in great and choice 
varieties, consisting principally in salmon, turbot, cod, sturgeon, soles, haddock, mullett, ( brill, 
ling, shell- fish, &c. &c., and, in the. seasons, herring and mackerel. A reference to the various 
authors who have written on the subject will confirm this statement. 

The promoters of this undertaking possess also many other valuable sources of knowledge on 
which their statistics are founded, especially the information of influential gentlemen having 
estates and residing near the different parts of the coast where it is proposed to establish the 
stations who give their unqualified opinion that such an undertaking is urgently required, and 
that it will prove highly remunerative to the shareholders, and beneficial to the poor inhabitants 
of the locality. 

The prodigious quantities of fish to be found on this coast may, perhaps, be accounted for 
by the situation of Ireland with respect to the Atlantic, from the set of the tides towards this 
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Part of the coast in particular. With, the cause, however, the promoters have little to do, 
Except inasmuch as it confirms their observation and experience in respect to the exhaustless 
resources of this coast. 

- For centuries this field of inexhaustible wealth has been unexplored and totally neglected, 
except by a few resident fishermen, with wretched boats and worse equipments. 

It h now proposed to establish a fishery to an extent of about 200 miles of coast, embracing 
all those parts winch afford the greatest abundance of fish, and the choicest varieties. 

The object of this undertaking is to turn to account these vast sources of wealth, by means of 
combination and capital. 

The promoters are in possession of every information necessary for the undertaking, and their 
calculations are based on such grounds as can admit of no reasonable doubt. 

The highly improved state of steam navigation and the rapid progress of railway enterprise 
will open °facilities in finding markets of unlimited demand for the produce. It is calculated 
that by affording a constant supply of fresh fish to the various markets, at such a price as will 
insure a greatly increased consumption, an ample return on the capital will be secured, besides 
the large profits to be derived from supplying the home and foreign markets with salt and 
cured fish, which branch of trade alone will furnish a very considerable item in the returns. 

In fact the promoters of this scheme have no hesitation in asserting that a net profit of 20 per 
cent, per annum on the capital will be realized, after allowing for all incidental expenses 
insurances, losses, and contingencies, and 20 per cent, for wear and tear, &c., and deducting 
for salaries, wages, &c. &c. 

The paid-up capital will be expended principally in the purchase of steam-boats for the 
transport of fish to the markets; in fishing-boats to be built expressly for the purpose ; in nets, 
&c. & c : and in the erection of stations along the coast, to consist of tanks, storehouses, salting, 
curing, and drying- houses, clerks’ offices, and suitable dwelling-houses for the fishermen. 

A code of regulations will be drawn up and printed, for the government of the Company 
and their servants, to which the fishermen to be employed will be required to subscribe. 

It is proposed to employ those who are at present engaged in that pursuit on the spot, in 
preference to strangers, and none will be rejected who can show a good character for honesty 
and sobriety. By their connection with this Company their condition must be greatly im- 
proved, for their present mode of procuring a livelihood is, of necessity, very precarious. 

Viewing the great want of food and employment in Ireland, in conjunction with the indis- 
putable fact of these great and inexhaustible sources of both, this undertaking claims universal 
approval and patronage, as it cannot fail to confer many and important advantages in a 
national point of view, as well as highly remunerative returns to the Company. 

It is now proposed to bring these great advantages into play in the most efficient manner 
consistent with a due regard to economy; and the promoters, basing their views and calcula- 
tions on the surest evidence, and for the reason that no expense will be incurred for surveying, 
engineering, and other costly modes of proceeding indispensable in undertakings of another 
nature, are warranted in offering to all applicants for shares the following conditions, viz : — 

That no responsibility or liability to loss shall be incurred by allottees paying their deposits 
on shares, up to the time of the first meeting of the shareholders, when the expenditure that 
shall then have been made (warranted not to exceed one shilling per share,) will be laid before 
the meeting for approval and reimbursement. The future views and plans of the Company 
will also be submitted for the approbation of the shareholders, and no further expense incurred 
without their approbation ; so that if the majority of the shareholders should so determine, each 
shareholder will then and there be given authority to receive back his deposit- money without 
any deduction whatever, at which time a list or lists, signed by the bankers, of the names of 
all persons who shall have paid deposits on shares, wilh the respective sums so paid set opposite 
thereto, will be produced; which list or lists will attest that the total amount of such sums is 
then in their hands. 

Fleming Hillas, Esq , ) ~ . . , D .. 

Thomas Peers, Es* } Original Promoters. 

Applications for shares to be addressed, in the annexed form, to the Committee of Manage- 
ment, or to Mr. H. D. Ilderton, the Solicitor to the Company, at his Offices, No. 7, Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, where any further information that may be required will be afforded. 

Form of Application for Shares. 

To the Committee of Management of “The Coast of Ireland Fishing Company.” 
Gentlemen, 

I request that you will allot me shares on the terms 

named in your prospectus, of 1 01. each, in this Company ; and I hereby undertake to accept the 
same, or any less number you may allot me, and to pay the deposit of 11. Is. per share, and 
all subsequent calls thereon, and to sign the necessary deed when required. 

Signature (in full) 

Business or Profession 
Address 

Private Residence (if any) 

Reference 
Address of Referee 

Dated this of 184 
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The Hon. Lient.-Colonel Keppel to Messrs. Hillas and Peers. 

Treasury, December 11, 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 8th instant, enclosing a prospectus of a 
fishing Company to he established on the west coast of Ireland, and enquiring, 
with reference to an article in the “ Times” stating that it was the intention oi 
the Government to establish four fishing Companies in the same parts, whether, 
under such circumstances, you ought to persevere in your project,* I am directed 
by Lord John Russell to state, that the measures in progress in Ireland for the 
encouragement of the fisheries, will be duly made known on the meeting of 
Parliament. 



Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin , 
December 29, 1846. 

I am directed by the Board to acquaint you that they have received 
from the Messrs. Erichsen and Co., of London, an invoice of salt, forwarded 
by them to Roundstone, Belmullet, and Killybegs, by which it appears that 
the charge for freight is much higher than had been anticipated. This 
charge is — to Killybegs, 185. per ton ; to Belmullet, I85. to 195. ; and to 
Roundstone, 195. to 205. per ton. 

In communicating with you on the 10th of November, the Board stated as 
follows: — “With reference to the supply of salt, which would be required 
“ for each of these stations, the Board express a hope that the Government 
“ will be able to send it to the destined places in vessels of their own, and thus 
“ save the expense of freight, harbour dues, &c., which would form a heavy 
“ item in the small fund to be dealt with in each case, and would, of course, 
“add materially to the price at which the salt could be offered to the fisher- 
“men; while a still greater evil would arise from the delay consequent on 
“the adoption of any other means of transit.” 

The Board are anxious to know whether the freight is to be charged to 
the fund advanced to these curing stations, as they are led to presume, from 
the circumstance of private vessels being hired ; and also, whether the pay- 
ment of freight is to be made on delivery at the station, or by remittance to 
the Messrs. Erichsen. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 



January 1, 1847. 



Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that no Government steamer 
was available at the time for the conveyance of the salt from Liverpool; but, 
under all the circumstances of the case, their Lordships will relieve the 
Curing Establishment Fund from this charge. 

State that the freight is payable on delivery of the cargo ; but li the 
masters of the vessels will consent to receive an order for the amount on 
Messrs. Erichsen and Co., 110, Fenchurch-street, through whom the vessels 
were engaged, the payment may be conveniently made, without any advance 

or transfer on account. . , * ■ 

Their Lordships desire that this opportunity may be taken of repeating then 
wish that the outlay connected with the curing establishments should be con- 
ducted with strict regard to economy, and that an accurate account of the 
income and expenditure should he furnished at the periods directed, unless it 
should he found that it would be attended with inconvenience, with reference 
to the nature of the undertaking, to render an account at the end oi each 
month, in which case a quarterly account may be substituted. 
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Mr. Walker to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin , 

December 31, 1846. 

I am instructed by the Board to inform you that they have completed 
their arrangements for the establishment of the fish-curing stations approved of 
by the Treasury at Roundstone, Belmullet, and Killybegs, and that they are 
ready to commence operations on the necessary funds being placed at their 
disposal. 

In compliance with your instructions, the Board beg to submit the accom- 
panying estimate of the expenses of the establishment at each station for the 
first six months, amounting to 407/. 95., exclusive of the capital required for the 
purchase of fish ; and they also beg to suggest that 2,000/. may be placed at 
their disposal for the present expenditure. 



Enclosure. 

Fisheries — Curing Houses. 



Estimate of outlay at each Station for Six Months. 



Salary of agent at 21. per week 




£. 

52 


5 . 

0 


d. 

0 


Travelling expenses of same to and from station 




5 


0 


0 


Salary ofcurer at 305. per week 




39 


0 


0 


Travelling expenses of same to and from station 




8 


0 


0 


Rent of stores ...... 




25 


0 


0 


Cooper’s tools, knives, bench, &c. . 




13 


4 


0 


20 molasses casks, at 6s. each 




6 


0 


0 


Boiler 




1 


10 


0 


Staves for barrels for dried fish 




10 


0 


0 


200 herring- barrels, at 35. each 




30 


0 


0 


50 bundles of hoops, at 35. 6<f. per bundle 




8 


15 


0 


2 bundles of coopering rushes 




I 


0 


0 


Fuel for smoking-house .... 




12 


0 


0 


Iron hoops, 2 cwt. ..... 




1 


0 


0 


Salt 




150 


0 


0 


Fishing-tackle ...... 




25 


0 


0 


Fitting up yard and curing-house . 




20 


0 


0 






£407 


9 


0 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

January 5, 1847- 

My Lords refer to their Minute of 1 3th November last on this subject, and to 
the letter to the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, of 16th of the same 
month, informing him that the sum of 5,000/. would be placed to his account by 
Mr. Sargent, to whom it would be paid by the Governors of the Irish Reproduc- 
tive Loan Fund for the establishment of more curing stations. 

Write to the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, referring him to the said 
letter, and desiring that he will, out of the sum of 5000/. placed to a separate 
account in his books for this service, pay to the account of the Commissioners of 
Public Works at the Bank of Ireland the sum of 2000/., to be applied by them 
for tills service. 

Acquaint the Commissioners of Public Works with the above direction, in 
answer to their letter of 31st December last, and desire that they will transmit 
accounts of the disposal of the sum of 2000/. now advanced, for the information 
of the Governors of the Reproductive Loan Fund, in the manner directed in 
their Lordships’ Minute of 13tli November last and the memorandum of 16tli 
October last. 

Transmit copies of this letter and of its enclosure to the Governors of the Re- 
productive Loan Fund for their information, and acquaint them that my Lords 
have directed 2,000/. out of the sum of 5,000/. deposited by them on 25th Oc- 
tober, to be advanced to the Commissioners of Public Works and Fisheries in 
Ireland, to defray the expenses of the fish-curing establishments mentioned 
therein, and have directed the said Commissioners to furnish accounts of the 
expenditure thereof, which will be transmitted to them for their information. 
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Mr. Redington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle , January 1, 1847. 

I am directed by the Lord-Lieutenant to request the favourable consi- 
deration of the Lords of the Treasury to the statements in the enclosed copy of 
a memorial from Galway, for the establishment of fishery-curing stations on 
that coast. 



Enclosure. 

To his Excellency John William, Earl of Bessborough, Lord- Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

The humble Memorial of the Inhabitants of the Town and County of the Town 
of Galway, in the Town Court House assembled. 

Most humbly Showeth, 

That your Memorialists have learned with unfeigned gratification that your Excellency 
has turned your attention to the fisheries of the west coast of Ireland, and resolved on 
authorizing the Commissioners of Fisheries to establish three curing-houses along the coast, 
at which aid and encouragement is to be given in various ways to persons occupied in catching 
and curing fish. 

That while your Memorialists feel deeply thankful for the aid that is thus afforded, they 
are constrained to observe that the attempt is, in their humble opinion, too limited; that the 
experiment upon which so much must eventually depend is tried on too small a scale ; and 
that to give it anything like a fair trial to afford anything like aid on so extensive a coast, these 
establishments should be at least doubled, and that one of them should be set up at this, the 
oldest, the most extensive, and, with respect both to the fishery ground and the means of sending 
the cured fish into the interior of the kingdom, the most advantageously situated fishing-station 
on the western coast of Ireland. 

That without wishing, or intending to say, one word against fixing one of these establish- 
ments at Roundstone, which is between 50 and 60 miles from this, your Memorialists, in 
justice to the fishermen of the Claddagh, are constrained to observe that they are patient and 
hardy at sea, a labouring race, whose loyalty is proverbial, whose virtues are their own, and 
whose faults are in the main attributable to the want of encouragement for their trade, by 
which so much wealth is annually lost to Ireland. 

Your Memorialists must further beg leave respectfully to observe, that your Excellency’s 
benevolent and wise experiment might be tried with less risk of failure, and a greater amount 
of good here, where there are at least 3500 entirely dependant on the fisheries, accustomed to 
it from their birth, attached to it from habit, and wanting but the encouragement of a steady 
market to establish them in the habits of industry, perseverance, and frugality, essential to 
successful enterprize. 

Your Memorialists therefore most humbly, but earnestly, implore your Excellency to instruct the 
Fishery Commissioners to enlarge their plan for encouraging the fisheries of the western coast; 
to establish six, instead of only three, curing-houses ; and to fix one of them in this town. 
And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

(Signed) John Ireland, Chav-man. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

January 5, 1847. 

Write to Mr. Redington, that the curing establishments which have been 
formed under the direction of this Board in Ireland, are, for the present, merely 
experimental, and it was at first proposed that only two should be formed for 
the purpose of testing the advantage of the plan ; but afterwards a ^ third was 
added at the suggestion of the Board of Works; and their Lordships are of 
opinion that the experiment could not be fairly made, if any further extension 
were to be given to these establishments at present. 

Their Lordships are also of opinion that the business of curing fish ought to 
he carried on by private enterprise in the town of Galway, and that it is doubtful, 
whether, under any circumstances, it could he proper for the Government to 
interfere in the manner proposed at that place. _ . 

Transmit a copy of this Letter, Enclosure and Minute, to the Commissioneis ot 
Public Works, for their information. 



M 



E 
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Mr. Mulyany to Mr. Tbevelyak. 

London, January 17, 1847. 

Annexed I beg leave to send you a copy of our instructions to tlie 
agents of the fish curing stations on the west coast of Ireland, with a copy of 
one of the notices which we have ordered to be circulated in the neighbour- 
hood of each station to point out to the fishermen and others the course of 
proceedings to be adopted, and the reason for so doing. In our monthly reports* 
you will find the details of our proceedings up to the 9th instant. 



Enclosure. 

instructions for Agents at Curing Stations. 

It is necessary that the agent at each curing station should clearly comprehend the 
policy aral objects which the Board have in view, and the principle to be observed in carrying 
out these objects. 

The objects sought to be effected are : — 

1st. To afford employment and fair remuneration to the fishermen, by purchasing the fish 
which they may take, thus insuring to them, as far as possible, a steady daily market. 

•2ndly. By a regular market to promote an increased capture of fish; and thus provide an 
additional quantity of cheap food for the country. 

3rdly. To render that food valuable and available to the fullest extent, by adopting such 
“modes of cure as may be required to preserve it ; and such also as wiLl suit the demands 
for its use, either near the coasts, or in the markets of the interior. 

The foregoing being the leading objects of the Board, the following instructions, as to the 
purchasing of fish, are to be strictly adhered to ; observing, as stated in the papers already 
furnished to the agents, that the intention of establishing these stations is chiefly for the pur- 
chase and curing of “ round fish,” in order thereby to remedy, in some degree, the evils which 
arise from the variable nature of the herring fishery. _ . 

When the herring fishery occurs, there will, generally speaking, be found sufficient pur- 
chasers to take off the supply without the intervention of the Board’s agents ; but as upon the 
first arrival of herrings near the station there may be some deficiency of demand, and as it may 
be desirable to introduce improved modes of curing or provide a small stock of this fish for 
smoking the Board do not object to a small amount of capital being, under such circumstances, 
devoted°to this purpose, taking care, although prices are not herein defined for such purchases, 
to be guided by the same principles as are set forth herein with reference to round fish. 

Instructions as to Prices to be paid at Stations for Green Fish for Curing. 

The fish is to be purchased only at such prices as will yield a fair profit when cured. 

To render the matter simple, and interfere least with the confirmed habits of the people, 
ling, cod, hake, pollock, and haddock are to be bought by the dozen. 

The fish are to be divided iufo three classes. 

Is? Class. — Ling, cod, hake, and pollock of till sizes above IS inches in length from the 
back of the head to the butt of the tail. 

2nd Class. — Ling, cod, hake, and pollock of sizes of 18 inches, and not less than 14 inches ; 
same measurement. 

3rd Class. — Ling, cod, hake, and pollock of all sizes under 14 inches fit for curing. 

For each class of these fish it is proposed to fix two prices — one, the highest, to be given by 
the agents in periods when the supply is small, and the demand by other purchasers nearly 
sufficient to take off the supply; — the other, the lowest, to be given, no matter how abundant 
the supply or deficient the demand. Between these prices the agents will be at liberty to use 
their discretion, according to the circumstances of the case, and the instructions impressed 
upon them as to the objects in forming these establishments. 

As the Board are not about to buy fish when the demand for it in the fresh state is equal to 
the supply, their agents are not, under such circumstances, to purchase unless parties shall be 
willing to sell at the prices fixed. On the other hand, when the supply greatly exceeds the 
demand by other purchasers, the agents should be ready to take at a price not less than the 
pi oposed lowest price, every fish that can be had, as far as the means at their disposal will 
permit ; the agent using a sound discretion as to the precise price to be given between the 
highest and the lowest, according to the peculiar circumstances of the case, the state of the 
weather, the presence or absence of buyers, and all the other circumstances and peculiarities 
which affect markets, and especially fish markets, leaning, on all occasions, to as remunerative 
a price to the fishermen as would be consistent with insuring a full and fair profit on the cured 
article, including all expenses. The agent is at the same time to remember that as a great 
object is to set an example to private traders and lead to the establishment of permanent 
curing stations for the benefit of the fishermen, it is of the greatest importance to the fishermen 
themselves that the fish should be sold at a price that would insure a fair profit to the curer, 
and so establish a steady daily market. 

[Here follow the prices.} 

* See Board of Works Series. 
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The agent’s duty is to produce a market, not by the amount of his purchases, or the height 
of his prices, but by his readiness to purchase, regularly and steadily, whenever parties are 
willing to take these prices. 

Scales and weights having been provided for each station, it is directed that all fish pur- 
chased shall, upon its being brought to the curing station, be weighed in bulk according to its 
class, and the weight duly registered, so as to pave the way towards the adoption of a fixed 
price for the purchase of fresh fish for curing by the stone or cwt. at equally remunerative 
prices as those fixed upon by the dozen. 

It is also directed that all cured fish leaving the store shall be weighed in similar classes, the 
weight duly registered, and the total weights, of both fresh fish bought, and cured fish sold, 
reported to the Board every week and month. 

The agents should be watchful to ascertain as nearly as they can the probable amount of 
outlay for the purchase of fish for each coming week, that they may have sufficient funds in 
hand to meet it. This may not, in the commencement, be easy to accomplish ; but after a 
little experience, may be attained without difficulty. 

The agents should explain to the fishermen and impress upon them that their interests lie in 
capturing large quantities, for which they will find purchasers, inasmuch as the quantity they 
can sell at fair though low prices will remunerate them far better than the high prices they 
only occasionally obtain for a few fish. 

The Board rely upon their agents and fish-curers earnestly and zealously devoting their 
whole time to carrying into effect these instructions with the same spirit and feeling as regards 
industry and attention which they would adopt if conducting this important and useful under- 
taking for their own private benefit. 

The agents should be very careful not to interfere or mix themselves up with any local dif- 
ferences or party matters, nor on any account to transact busiuess for any party whatsoever 
except the Board. If any undue interference with them should be attempted, or any sug- 
gestions with regard to a “departure from the policy prescribed should be pressed upon them, 
they should avoid engaging in any debate upon the subject, and simply state that they had pre- 
scribed duties to perform, by which they were bound ; at the same time they should cour- 
teously hear all communications, and endeavour to glean from all parties every useful information 
affecting the fisheries. 4 

If any matters arise upon which the agents are not herein specially instructed, they are to 
report the same to the Board for instructions. 

As regards all matters of detail connected with the buying and curing of fish, the agents 
are, for the present, to communicate with William Fennell, Esq., Inspector of Fisheries, who 
is fully instructed as to the principles which the Board wish to have carried out ; and who 
will constantly communicate directly with the agents, and frequently visit the stations. 

The agents are to send up, by every Monday’s post, their weekly accouuts, on the pre- 
scribed forms, directed to the Secretary of the Board in Dublin ; marking on the left hand 
corner of the envelope, in all communications, the words c< Fish Curing. A monthly abstract 
account for the information of the Treasury, according to the form and instructions annexed, 
is also to be regularly forwarded so as to arrive in Dublin on or before the 5th ot each month. 

All transactions whatever with purchasers or sellers are to be strictly cash transactions ; the 
agents and their sureties being held responsible for any losses arising from any breach of this 
rale made without the sanction, in writing, of' the Secretary of the Board. 

Funds will be placed to the credit of the agents at the nearest banks, and they will be 
enabled to obtain the necessary supplies of cash by drafts of their own upon these banks. 

Whenever the agent for the protection of cash in his possession, and by reason ot the 
remoteness of the station from the bank, shall deem it requisite, the Board will lurmsh a 
suitable cash-box to be kept at any police station, or other secure place. 

It is of vital importance to the success of the whole measure that the accounts be kept « ith 
the utmost accuracy, and in such detail, both as to weights and price, as will enable a clear 
and satisfactory account of the cost, and the profit and oss on all transactions to be rendered 
at any moment it is required. Great care must be taken to enter up regularly the day-book, 
and p J osT*e ledger, and all purchases and sales should be entered in the detail required m 
docket-books to be provided for the purpose. , • , t Up naid 

AU persons employed in the curing station or business connected ther ™‘* “ e 
where practicable, by task for the quantity of link done or proporhonably for the time i de- 
voted industriously to the business for which they shall he engaged at a fa.r lemunerating 
price, but not much exceeding the rate of the country in any case. v or 

Persons employed with any degree of regularity are to be paid weekly ; persons by task, or 
for the performance of any particular service, when that service is pe mes 0 p a p person3 

Receipts and proper vouchers are to be taken for all payments and toe nai mes of all persons 
employed in works of labour, &c„ are to he regularly entered m the pay lists, and p 

and fish carers will, as far as practicable, 

their business, afford every information to persons desirous of see mg he operations otcur^, 
so soon as the people shall have been somewhat trained to ,ta be 

desirable that some active, intelligent young men, who have receded ~ ^ueahon should be 
trained in the proper modes of coopering and curing, so that when fully instructed .ney n ay 
be removed to other stations if necessary. : t v, e neighbourhood 
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that, where it can he done without trenching on the proper business of the station, such men 
shall be shown practically the mode of fitting up the necessary means of curing and drying or 
smoking the fish in their own houses. 

Salt. 

For the benefit of poor fishermen, labourers and others of good character, who shall be dis- 
posed to cure their own fish (according to printed instructions to be given gratis at the station), 
salt is to be sold by the agents in small quantities at 2d. per stone. 

In selling salt to those who may require it, care must be taken that no persons except those 
who want to cure fish shall obtain it, as shopkeepers and small traders might attempt to obtain 
it for the purpose of selling it again, which would defeat the object intended; the quantity sold 
to each person should be limited to four stone at one time. 

Fishing Tackle. 

A small quantity of fishing tackle and gear will be furnished for each station, to be sold for 
cash in small quantities, and only to fishermen who require such aid. The price at which the 
article is to be sold by retail is to cover the wholesale price, the cost of carriage, and 5 per cent, 
thereon to cover loss and risk. 

Sale of Cured Fish. 

The price at which this article is to be sold should be regulated by the ordinary rules of 
such traffic, the market price for a similar article being, the primary guide ; but where, by 
economic arrangements, a covering price for the article, including all the expenses of its pur- 
chase, cure, the establishment of the station, the rent of the stores, &c., with an allowance for 
profit sufficient to induce a private trader to enter on the speculation, can be fixed at a lower 
rate than that of the market, it is to be adopted andjacted upon; the detail calculations, with 
reasons, being reported to- the Commissioners. 

When fish shall have been cured, it will be desirable to dispose of it as quickly as possible 
in the immediate locality of each station ; but if the demand he not sufficient for the supply on 
hands, purchasers must be sought for in the neighbouring towns or other markets in the 
interior, according to arrangements which will he subsequently, from time to time, commu- 
nicated when required. 

By order, 

Joseph Walker, Secretary. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, January , 1847. 



Notice. 

Deep Sea Fisheries. 

Fish Curing Station at Killylegs. 

The Commissioners of Public Works, with a view to encourage the fishermen by the 
formation of a steady market, have established a curing station, by means of a small repro- 
ductive loan fund, at Killybegs. An object of great importance will be to set an example in 
the mode of usefully and profitably curing fish, so as to increase the stock of food and induce 
private traders to follow the same course, and thus permanently benefit the fishermen, upon 
whose industry, steady conduct, and fair dealing, the continuance of such beneficial establish- 
ments will mainly depend. 

For this purpose the fish will be purchased at such prices only as will return a fair profit 
on the whole expenditure, when cured and brought to market for sale. 

The prices at which, according to circumstances, the fish will be purchased by the agent, 
have been fixed by the Commissioners, and he will not buy at higher nor lower prices than 
those fixed, nor will he buy when carriers or other buyers are prepared to give the same prices 
as he is authorized to pay, but he will always be prepared to purchase with ready money per- 
fectly fresh and sound fish for curing, to the extent which the means placed at his disposal 
will permit. 

A small supply of fishing-tackle will be sold for ready money at moderate prices. 

For the benefit of poor fishermen, labourers, and others of good character, who shall be dis- 
posed to cure their own fish (according to instructions which may be had gratis at the. station), 
and who shall not be shopkeepers or traders, salt will he sold in small quantities at the rate of 
2d. per stone. 

Cured fish will also he sold at the station at moderate fixed prices. 

By order of the Commissioners of Public Works, 

John C. Kennan, Agent. 

Killybegs Fish Curing Station, January , 1847. 
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Sir John M‘NEiLLto Sir George Grey. 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, 
September 25, 1846. 

I would venture to suggest for your consideration, whether it might 
not be desirable to take advantage of the present emergency to revive the fisheries, 
especially the white fisheries, in some parts of the distressed districts. At a 
time not very remote, these fisheries were considerable. When the manufacture 
of kelp became a more profitable occupation, the fisheries were neglected ; and 
when the reduction of the duty on foreign alkali in 1823-4 destroyed the kelp 
trade, the generation of fishermen had died out — the habit and the skill had in 
a great measure been lost. The proprietors were impoverished and dispirited, 
and the fisheries have not to any considerable extent been revived. The people 
are poor and indolent, and such partial attempts as have been made to revive 
the fisheries have not been very successful. I am inclined, however, to think 
that in the present emergency they might be roused to more active exertions, 
and I cannot doubt that the revival of that trade would be of the greatest 
advantage, present and prospective, to the Western Highlands and Islands 
generally. The aggregate amount of food would be increased, a profitable 
occupation would be provided during the present distress, and a prospect opened 
for increasing employment in future. 

The Fishery Board in Scotland, which has an extensive agency on all parts 
of the coast and in the islands, has at its disposal about 3000/. a-year granted 
by Parliament to encourage the fisheries. This sum it expends chiefly in aiding 
proprietors in erecting piers and shelter for boats, and partly in aiding fishermen 
to repair boats, nets, &c. It occurs to me that additional funds placed at the 
disposal of that Board might enable it in a noiseless way to extend its aid so 
as to avoid the evils of active interference on the part of the Government, and 
yet in such a manner as might make the present distress contribute to the 
encouragement of a valuable trade, which has been lost to the very districts 
in which it would be of so much consequence to promote it. This matter 
could not be in better hands than those of the Fishery Board, and it may be 
worthy of your consideration whether they should not be consulted on the 
subject. I explained these views to Sir Edward Coffin, and requested him to 
direct his attention to the matter in the course of his inquiries. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir T. Dick Lauder. 

Treasury , September 29, 1846. 

Several suggestions have been made for increasing the stock of food 
under the present circumstances of the country, by taking measures for encou- . 
raging an increased supply from the fisheries ; and the mode of effecting this 
object, best adapted to the pressing nature of the emergency, appears to be that 
which has been actually adopted by the Duke of Sutherland on the sea^bord 
of his estate, namely, to offer premiums for the largest quantities of fish taken 
and cured during the remainder of the season. ... ... 

The herring fishery is, I understand, too near its close to be acted upon with 
effect in this or in any other way, but the white fishery may, it is supposed, 
be still stimulated to more than usual efforts. 

Sir George Grey has requested Sir John M‘Neill to communicate with you 
on this subject, and it is hoped that you will be able to concert a plan with 
[f.] 1 
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him, either by applying the Dube of Sutherland’s practice to all the Scotch 
fisheries to which it is applicable, including those on the coast of Sutherland- 
shire, or in any other mode that may be considered more advisable; and you 
may be assured that any moderate sum which you and Sir John M'Neill may 
be of opinion would be really usefully employed for this purpose in this extra- 
ordinary emergency, would be provided by the Treasury, in addition to the 
annual grant for the encouragement of the fisheries. 

I shall send a copy of this letter to Mr. Loch, and will request him to put 
you at once in possession of a copy of the notice issued by the Duke of 
Sutherland, and of any further useful information which his experience may 
furnish. 



Sir T. D. Lauder to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Boards of Manufactures and of Fisheries, 
Edinburgh, October 1, 1846. 

I have this moment received yours of the 29th September, in which 
you inform me that several suggestions have been made for increasing the stock 
of food under the present circumstances of the country, by taking measures for 
encouraging an increased supply from the fisheries, and stating that the plan 
adopted by the Duke of Sutherland of offering premiums for the largest quan- 
tities of fish taken and cured during the remainder of the season, appears to be 
the best adapted to the pressing nature of the emergency. 

I may mention that this step was suggested by myself in the Report which I 
made to the Board of Fisheries, after returning from my official voyage of 
inspection of 1 845, when I made a very close and complete survey of the whole 
of the Duke of Sutherland’s extensive coasts, and transmitted to him after- 
wards a copy of all my suggestions for the improvement and extension of his 
fisheries. And in July and August last, when I had the good fortune to enjoy 
a great deal of his Grace’s society in Sutherland, we had an opportunity of 
discussing the subject of my Report in daily conversations. These suggestions, 
however, were not made with any reference to the prospect of want arising, for 
up to the 14th of August, when I left the Duke at Dunrobin Castle, the potatoes 
throughout the whole of Sutherland were so very flourishing as to promise 
abundance, and no want was then anticipated. 

They were made entirely with a view of fostering and extending the fisheries 
already existing on the Sutherland coasts, and although it appears to me that this 
may be a most favourable time for bringing my suggestions into operation with a 
reasonable prospect of success, and that this portion of them which regards the 
premiums may even be of some importance for the present purpose, yet I do not 
think that it will be generally applicable for meeting the urgent and extensive 
evil we have to encounter. The very nature of the Duke’s notice, of which his 
Grace sent me copies, implies that native fisheries do exist upon his coasts in 
some degree ; though, in reference to the north and west coasts more particu- 
larly, they are comparatively so indolently pursued, that the application of 
some encouraging stimulus is required to bring them, and the mode of cure up 
to that high degree of productiveness and excellence which they are capable 
of reaching. But any such premiums would be offered in vain in places such 
as Tiree, Ardnarmerchan, or the Ross of Mull, where boats and fishing gear, 
and the higher knowledge of the science of fishing and curing, may be said to 
be altogether wanting. 

Then it appears to me that what is most necessary in the present emergency 
is to procure immediate food for the people, which will not be so well accom- 
plished by their, catching and curing for a premium to be bestowed at the end 
of a given time. 

I think that herring fishing too, which starts up precariously, and the con- 
tinuance of which cannot always be counted upon at any one place, may, 
together with the provision of nets for its prosecution, be thrown out of view 
for our present purpose, especially whilst we are considering the case of places 
so destitute of fishery means as those above exemplified. 

I think that our great object should be to see that boats, fishing lines, and 
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hooks are provided for the people of such places, so that they may he able to fish 
in the seas opposite to their own dwellings, for, as even a child can drop a hook 
and line over the side of a boat, so as to assist in catching as many fish of some 
kind or other as a family may require to consume, this supply of food would 
thus come promptly and easily home to them. 

I have had several conversations with Sir John M'Neill on this subject, m 
which we seem to be entirely agreed. It may require some inquiry and con- 
sideration in order to mature the best plan for accomplishing this object; but I 
may in the meanwhile state generally, that the principle on which Govermnent 
money was given for the construction of Highland roads and bridges by the 
Parliamentary Commissioners may he found advisable for adoption for the 
nresent purpose; that is, the proprietor of the estate always meeting Govern- 
ment with a like sum to that which it may advance, and care being always 
taken to see that the whole money is fully and properly expended. I tear 
that in this department of the proposed relief there can be no hope h e l d 
the Government of repayment of capital, as may be the case with money 
advanced for the drainage or improvement of land. n 

Contenting myself for the present with having tnus given you the first 
hurried sketch of what occurs to me in regard to this matter, written m the 
midst of official interruption, I beg to assure you that my best attention and 
exertions shall be bestowed, in co-operation with Sir John M'Neill, with whom 
I’feel a pleasure in being associated, to carry out the wishes of the Governme 
in the best and most satisfactory manner. I have already sent an order to Mr. 
Stewart commander of the Board of Fisheries cutter, The Prmcess Royal, 

now in Loch Fyne, to come here directly, with a view of giving him instructions 
m WsR in that vessel such places as Sir John M'Neill and I may think neces- 
sarv in order quietly, and without fracas, to gather information as to the 
number of boats, and the extent of provision of lines and that the 

people in each particular place already possess ; a species of prelimma y 
^formation which you will see is absolutely essential before proceeding furthei. 
CthT meanwhfle /shall keep the whole matter so secret, that I shall not even 

Sq^rthe gentlemen in the office of the two Boards with the subject of our 

•correspondence. 

Sir T. Dick Lauder to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Board of Fisheries, Royal Institution , 
Edinburgh, October 27, 1846. 

I believe I made you aware that until Mr. Stewart, the commander of 

completed, and his ML r< epmt^ ^ wh ich shows that we may 
cover, a copy of a lettei I ha ^® , ■ Tbee in aspect to boats. I am de- 
have some appliances at our comm to those natural harbours, or havens, 

“ >»* «* - 1 ‘ >€ 

hearer of his own report to me here. means of improving the produc- 

Harhour works, although they m y there f ore by no 1 means to be thrown 
tiveness of the fisheries evil, for if they 

out of consideration, can dc i little m ™ = ° d the wotaen employed must 
are to he properly and substantially w ^ a f mrboul , but 
be experienced in such works, so ^ ^ tl f e im skilful natives of the neigh- 

a very small portion c ° uld ™ improvement in harbour accommodation can 
bouring coast. But wherev er any p b excava tions of stones or 

*' »* 

of the people. 



F 2 
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Enclosure. 

Mr. Stewart to Sir T. Dick Lauder. 

“ Princess Royal," Lochlaigh, the Ross of Mull 
October 14, 1846. 

I CAME in here last evening from Tiree, having been three days engaged o-oino- round 
the coast of the island, inspecting the fishing boats, having found upwards of one hundred fit 
to be put to sea for the take of codfish, after the greatest number of them being supplied with 
sails, oars, &c., and fishing gear. The number of available fishing boats has exceeded mv 
expectations. The fishers never think of going to sea for cod, until the month of February and 
until that time they will be exceedingly ill off for any kind of employment. There are several 
small boat harbours, which might afford work to them by blasting rocks, and clearing awav 
loose stones, &c. The potato crop has totally failed in the island, meal is served out °to the 
really poor, and to those that are able to pay at prime cost by the Duke. I did not fall in 
with his Grace’s factors during my stay, and had no communication with clergymen*. In- 
deed every one with whom I fell in took me for a fish curer. 

I wilL get on with the boats in Ross as quick as I can. 



Mr. Loch to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Uppar, October 4, 1846. 

1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, with 
the copy of a letter addressed by you to Sir Thomas Dick Lauder. I shall he 
most happy, as far as I can, to aid your wishes. 

I think that we now know the extent of the potato disease. 

In the western parishes of Assynt, Edderachyllis, and Durness, including the 
Parliamentary districts of Stoir in the first, and of Kinlochbervie in the last of 
these parishes, the failure, I fear, is very great. But a very excellent herring 
fishing has,, and does still exist in Loch Glendlue, between Assynt and Eddera- 
chyllis, which has afforded the people of these two parishes much and very 
productive labour. 

In the parishes of Tongue, Far, and Reay, including the Parliamentary dis- 
trict of StTathy in the second of those parishes, the potatoes are generally good ; 
in some places they have failed entirely. The whole is not much under an 
average. 

In the eight Sutherland parishes proper, there is every variety of case, the 
later districts being the best : the result is, that above half au average crop 
exists. 

From the two last districts many young men are south at the railroads, and 
in the last district labour is in demand. In the first, or Scourie district, works 
are preparing, and ready to be begun too when the time arrives for such extra- 
ordinary aid being required ; but it has been intimated to the young men that 
they must go south to labour. At the commencement of the year the Duke of 
Sutherland authorised the factors of the Scourie and Tongue districts to advance 
such young men 1/. each on their note of hand and another’s. The men in 
the Scourie district preferred remaining at home. 

We say nothing of what has been done besides in the way of preparation, in 
case need shall arise, for reasons you can well imagine. 

Our beautiful weather continues ; it cannot last much longer. 

I am happy to say that arrangements have been made with a Shetland Com- 
pany to fish from Rispond, on the north coast, for cod, &c., with six boats ; 
they are to get every encouragement. 

I send you the only copies I have of our notices. I have sent a copy of 
them in duplicate to Colonel Jones as you desire. 

I have written to Tongue and Scourie for such other information as Messrs. 
Horsburgh and MTver can give: they are the local factors, and excellent 
gentlemen. 



* ThU is in obedience to ray directions, for parish ministers 
applicants.— T.D.L. 



are too apt to encourage, if not to create 
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Enclosure. 

To Fishermen. 

His Grace the Duke of Sutherland, being anxious to Encourage the 
FISHING OF COD AND LING 5 
On the Coast of the Parishes of 
ASSY NT AND STOER, 

DURING THE WINTER AND SPRING MONTHS, 

H r b LS:?, NOt r a F*”' t0 „T SiSt - 0f a suitable boa '- wi * ba «. <«1«, =nd rudder, 
° l l °? g , ■ ?' r 1 b j P ™ the na,i '' e crew who shal > prosecute the 
t V Sfl. r"? 7 a " d succ ?? s on the “ as,s of these parishes from the 

15th of October to the 15th of April next, according to rules and regulations to be ascertained 
on application to Mr. MTver, at Scourie. u 

Scourie, September 12, 1846. 



COD AND LING FISHING. 

With the view of encouraging the White Fishing on the North Coast of Sutherland, 
prizes will be given by the Duke of Sutherland to the crews of such « Native Boats” as shall 
take and deliver for cure, within the Tongue district, the greatest number of cod, liner, and 
hake, from 1st September next to 1st May, 1847. ° 

The prizes, two in number, will each consist of a well built Cod-Boat, with oars, sails and 
materials for a set of great lines ; and the district will be divided into two distinct divisions, 
in each or which a prize will be given, viz. : — 



First Division.— From the Eastern boundary of the County to Armadale inclusive 
Second Division. — From Armadale to Portvascaig inclusive. 

The House of Tongue, August 25, 1846. Robert Horsburgh. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir John M ‘Neill. 

October 31, 1846. 

I HAVE the pleasure of sending you three copies of a memorandum of a 
plan we are about to adopt in Ireland for drawing an increased supply of food 
irom the fisheries during the present scarcity, and setting the exampleof a better 
mode of curing fish. It occurs to me that this plan may not he unsuited to the 
circumstances of Tiree, and that if it were adopted there by the Marquis of 
Lome, it might be productive of useful results. 



Report of a Plan proposed for providing for the Destitution now prevailing, 
in certain Maritime Districts on the West Coast of Scotland. 

With reference to what I have already stated in my former letters, I 
have now to report that the maritime districts, regarding which the most 
pressing applications have been made in consequence of present or apprehended 
destitution, are — 

The Ross of Mull, Coll, and 

Iona, Ardnamurclian. 

Tiree, 

The three first of these belong to his Grace the Duke of Argyle, the fourth to- 
Mr. MacLean of Coll, and the last to Sir James Miles Riddell, Bart. 

Besides these, the districts of 

Moidart, Morrer, and 

Arisaig, Knoydart, 

have made application, consequent on apprehended distress. 

And hints have also reached me that want is likely to arise in 
The parish of Latheron, on the east coast of Caithness 
, These must not be considered as the only districts where the pressure of 
destitution from the failure of the potato crop has arisen, or is likely to arise, 
but as I have the satisfaction to report that at Campbeltown, in Cantyre, the 
people themselves are making laudable exertions to prosecute the fisheries for 
faking up the deficiency in the supply of human food, and as it is understood 
that the proprietors of Islay (see Mr. Robertson’s letter in the Appendix, 
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even m ordinary jears, a 11 P -svhioh the aid of Government 

parte. I, Md 0Ut * 

m the shape of affoidin = sue „„ t ™ q ; 0 n mav be fairly given in support of 
fair prospect of them and^rdnamurcSi pro- 

to private exertions : \r a simito condition. But in order to bring 
perties may be considered a enable me to offer any opinion 

myself into a state of 

as to the manner m acfmafely as possible to what extent 

necessary, m the first place, to a^Jton ^accura £ J ^ ^ p there _ 

fishing-boats and gear commander of the Board of Fisheries' 

cuttertX" Princess Royal,” with the instructions contained in the letter No. 2 

in the Appendix. n f fh e Board having lost not a 

.in the fisheries of , . . „ « iwr^n 

582 hands m the Ross of Mull, 

122 hands in Iona. 

400 hands in Tiree. 

21 hands in Coll. 

340 hands in Ardnamurchan. 

In all 1415 hands. 

“&r^ , ss.*=c« -- ■■ <■— ***** « 

h ' AsTt seems to me to he impossible, in the case of these five place I or ^ricte 

to took for any repayment of above- 
object in question, it would appear to be essential *at one ^ 

mentioned expenditure should be provided by the p op™ ■ " ue t0 their 

only be fair in consideration of the permment benefit 1 iat 1 ' ^ pP0 duced 

population from the prospective 

on their fisheries hy the measures to he adopted, but it is absoiut y 

that such a payment should be made on their part in order t0 , tbe 

“mtion! Is a check to every description of improper expenditure of the 

-sse p s s-Tev.,., . a » 

not more officers, to superintend the distribution of the be 

sails, and rigging of the boats to be fitted out, “4 be to the 

given to their crews. In my opinion these dimosal of the 

fishermen gratis, and entirely as if from the fund placed at “ the boats 
Board of Fisheries hy Act of Parliament, for aiding m the repair 
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of poor fishermen ; and as the fishing population of Scotland have no means of 
knowing the limited extent of this fund, or the limited powers which the Board 
has over it, they can have no means of learning that it has pleased Government 
to enlarge or extend either, and so the present object may be attained without 
the appearance in their eyes of any actual extraordinary exertion having been 
made. My reasons for gratis distribution are these : — In the first place, un- 
worthy and reckless persons would take the supplies, and promise to pay for 
them afterwards without ever having any intention of making good that pro- 
mise, and so it would tend to demoralization ; and, secondly, men of purer 
principle might be deterred from availing themselves of the boon, by the dread 
of never having it in their power to make good the price. If it should be con- 
sidered advisable to take from them any acknowledgment at all for the value 
of the articles delivered to them, it should be done merely as an additional 



check on their proper employment of them ; that is to say, each man receiving 
a supply of the necessaries to enable him to prosecute the fisheries, should sign 
a printed form of receipt for the sum they cost, and at the time he does so he 
should be told that the after exaction or remission of the sum will entirely de- 
pend upon the future industry displayed by the individual in the prosecution of 
the fishery. I would further suggest that the boats’ crews to whom these 
articles are to be given should be told that they will be narrowly watched, and 
that if at the end of the first fortnight they shall have been found not to have 
employed to the best advantage every day in which they could have been per- 
mitted by the weather to go out to fish, their whole rigging, oars, cables, 
anchors, and fishing gear will be taken from them. And a strict account being 
kept of all the fish taken by the respective crews, a considerable prize, or per- 
haps three considerable prizes, should be held out to be given to the boats 
crews who shall have taken most fish. 

Perhaps the simplest and best mode of providing the supplies of oars, cordage, 
anchors, cables, sails, and hooks and lines for distribution, may be by contract 
with some respectable person at Greenock, who will undertake to proceed to 
the places required, and, on the spot, place them as they are called lor, in the 
hands of the Board’s officer, who may then distribute them to the different in- 
dividuals, all ready for use, with the exception of the hooks and lines, which 
may be made up and tied by the fishermen themselves to whom they are to be 
given ; and, as a further check, all this should be done under the eye of the 
factor or person appointed by the proprietor, in order that he may see and be 
satisfied that all is correct. The Board’s officer must be instructed to keep a 
book with all the names of the boats, and the individuals of their crew to whom 
the articles are given, with columns for the articles, and the sums which they 
respectively cost. Such a contract as I have proposed will enable the matter 
to be more cheaply carried on, as much waste would otherwise arise in the 
cutting of sails and cordage, &c. ; and Her Majesty s steam-vessel “ Torch, at 
present in our service on the west coast, might be employed for the transit ol 
the whole of these stores from Greenock. ... 

I must mention that Mr. John Stewart’s estimate for the fitting out ot the boats 
was made according to the best of his judgment and calculation in the limited 
time, and under the disadvantageous circumstances to which the secret nature 
of Ms mission subjected him; but it is quite possible that the contract system 
may produce a considerable reduction of the whole sum. On the other hand, 1 
must state that many circumstances may arise to swell the account, such as 
unavoidable loss of rigging or gear from storms occurring soon after the com- 
mencement of the fishery. It would therefore he prudent that a considerably 
larger sum than that specified should be placed at my disposal in order to 
enable me to meet all exigencies that may arise. 

In addition to the boats noted in the general table, Mr. Stewart reports ver- 
bally that there are in Tiree perhaps 20 smacks of from 15 to 25 tons, these 
or a portion of these, might be most advantageously employed m going out 
with the small boats to the more distant fishing grounds, so as to act as a pro- 
tection and means of safety to their crews in the event of sudden storms arising. 
This arrangement would give confidence to the poor people whose boats 
' generally are by no means calculated for ensuring safety in such seas, the 
crews of these smacks would require to be remimerated to a certain extent, so, 
as to make them consider themselves as engaged for the service, and they 
might likewise be furnished with long lines to employ to the best oi then 
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abilities. I may mention that these smacks were wont to he employed m ear- 
n ng the potatoes and pigs which the natives sent to Greenock and Glasgow 
markets ; and as these resources have unfortunately faded their onmers will 
necessarily be glad of employment The proprietors must be taken bound to 
have curers on the spot, to whom the fish are to be handed over for cure; the 
fishermen who catch them being paid a fair price for the fresh fish on delivery, 
either in money or food ; and the fish either in a fresh or salted state may be 
disposed of by the proprietor to the people in general at moderate prices. 

These arrangements^ which may be held applicable to aU the five places first 
noticed will be sufficient to give employment to such of the population as can 
be brought to fish and for securing food to their families ; rnd then as to such 
men in Tiree who may be considered as mere labourers without skill, some- 
Sg might he done towards their employment on shore for the improvement 
of some of the small natural harbours chiefly on the west coast of that island. 

I am yet without sufficient information as to what work might be done at these 
harbours by the employment of mere labourer, as wiU be seen from my letter 
of instructions to Mr. Stewart, in the Appendix marked No. 7. I am taking 
measures fur getting them properly reported on, along with he other harbours 
to he afterwards noticed on the mainland, and if it he found that meie labourers 
can be employed in improving them, I should strongly recommend that they 
should be set to work under properly qualified inspectors to be appointed by 
the Board, so as to carry oil the work in the same way as we are occasionally 
in the habit of executing such little matters in regard to our harbours, as cannot 

from their nature he properly done by estimate and contract; and m this way, 

the proprietor being called on for half of the expense, from time to time as the 
work proceeds, the matter will appear to come under the head of the Boards 
usual harbour operations, and will have no appearance of that extraordinary 
exertion made expressly for the occasion, which it in reality is. , , 

With regard to the districts of Moidart, Ansaig, Morrer, and Knoydart, 
.an application has reached me for aid in the construction of three harbours on 
that part of the coast, viz., at Duinach, at the entrance to Loch Moidart ; Tray, 
on the shores of South Morrer; and Malaig, at the entrance to Loch Nevis. 
As I have it not in my power, from want of the necessary information to state 
whether I can recommend that anything should he done towards these harbours, 
or whether any real good can be done to them, by the employment oi merely 
unskilful labourers, in the way I have pointed out as regards those in Inee, 1 
must defer doing so until I shall receive the general survey and report of them, 
of which I expect to be very soon put ill possession from the steps I have taken. 
The application regarding them having been accompanied by a petition tor 
hooks and lines for the people, as will be seen from my letters. Nos. 8 and 9, 
in the Appendix. I have called on Mr. Coll MacDonald, through whom the 
application was made, to transmit to me accurate returns, as per tables ol which 
I have sent him forms, which will put me in possession of the same description 
of information regarding these places which I have had from Mr. Stewart 
regarding those already so particularly discussed. . T , 

The only other place as yet requiring notice is the parish of Latheron, m 
Caithness, where destitution has been reported to me to prevail, by Mr. George 
Traill, the member for the county. It so happens that the improvement ol 
the harbour, at Lyhster, in this vicinity, has been applied for m a letter from 
Mr Sinclair, of Lybster, and likewise in a numerously signed petition Worn 
that neighbourhood. In order to enable me more fully to judge oi wliat might 
be effected by setting the merely labouring people to work there, 1 have 
despatched Lieutenant Parks, in command of Her Majesty s steamer Cuckoo, 
now in the service of this Board, with the orders contamed m my letter, 
No. 10, given in the Appendix. , , 

After receiving the various reports regarding the harbours alluded to in tnis 
raper, I shall be enabled to transmit to you my opinion in regard to them m a 
future report ; hut, in the meanwhile, you will see from the calculations now 
made, that, if the above plan for employing the people in fishing is approved o , 
and ordered to be carried into operation, a sum of not less than 300U/. will oe 
required to he placed at my command, in the Royal Bank of Scotland, tlie 
account of which may be kept quite distinct from that of the other funds of the 
Board • and I shall, of course, employ a man of business to see that the obliga- 
tion,; to be taken from proprietors are sufficiently binding on them belore one 
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shilling shall be advanced. Should the employment of the people in harbour 
•works be afterwards considered as advisable a further sum will be required 
for that purpose. 

Before concluding, permit me to add, that I trust my Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury win see proper to arm me' with such discretionary 
powers, in regard to my transactions in this matter, as may enable me to act 
with sufficient promptitude, and according to the best of my judgment, other- 
wise my services cannot possibly be applied in the really effective manner which 
I should wish them to be. 

Thomas Dick Lauder, Secretary, Board of Fisheries. 

Board of Fisheries, Royal Institution, 

Edinburgh , 13 th November, 1846. 



No. 1. 

Letter from Mr. John Robertson, Officer of the Fishery for the District of Campbel- 
town, in Cantyre. 

Sir, , Campbeltoum, November 3, 1846. 

I have to acquaint you that, during last week, I made a journey through the island of 
Islay, also to Skipness, Cour, Carradale, &c., and I am glad to have to inform you that the 
take of cod and ling, at all the fishing villages in Islay, will be far above the catch of last sea- 
son-even of those cured, dried, and the quantities sold in the island, and sent to market in a 
fresh state, of cod, and every other description of fish, far exceed that of any former year. It is 
also gratifying to have to state that the reports circulated here, before I left home, of the ap- 
proaching destitution of the inhabitants of Islay, I have found to be very incorrect ; indeed from 
the great exertion making by the proprietor to furnish employment and provisions for such part 
of the population as usually depend on agricultural and other casual labour, and the necessity 
which those employed in fishing find for greater activity and perseverance, will, I have little 
doubt, (if we are favoured with a mild winter,) leave them in a much belter condition than they 
have been during many former periods. 

I am sorry that I cannot say so much as to the increase of the fisheries, or the comfort of the 
fishing population, at the other places which I visited. The fishermen on the east side of Kin- 
tyre, with very few exceptions, place their sole dependence as fishers on their success in fishing 
for herrings during the summer for a month or two. Winter, or white fishing, has never been 
prosecuted by them, although their position, from the nature of the ground they have to fish 
over, and the communication with the markets on the Clyde, renders it one of the best situa- 
tions for winter fishing in this district. The cause of this does not rest so much with the men 
themselves as with their proprietors ; the proprietors allowing them to hold too much land to 
make them dependent on fishing, and by far too little to render them independent of it, so that 
they are neither fishers nor farmers, and both occupations are neglected. From ihe total 
failure of the potato crop this season, many of them are and will be the most destitute part, of 
the population, for they have not the means of providing themselves with boats and materials 
for winter fishing ; although in many cases I am happy to say that landlords are assisting them 
to procure both, as well as by other means doing everything which can possibly be expected of 
them to render the failure of the potato as little felt by these people as possible. 

I have, &c. 

Sir Thomas Dicl Lauder, Bart. (Signed) John Robertson. 

frc. Sfc. Sfc. 

Board of Fisheries, Edinburgh. 



No. 2. 

Board of Fisheries, Boyal Institution , 

Dear Sir, Edinburgh, October, 2, 1846. 

After I have given you, as I have done in conversation, a general notion of the nature 
of the service you are now to be employed in, as well as of the manner it is to be conducted, 
I think it right to address this letter to you, as containing your instructions. 

After joining the " Princess Royal ” cutter, you will proceed with her without delay, and as 
expeditiously as wind and weather will permit, to the Ross of Mull, Iona, liree, Coll, and 
Ardnamurchan, bestowing a very close investigation on the coasts of those places. 

The object of this will be to ascertain what number of boats there is in each of these places 
fit for cod-fishing: the names of the person or persons to whom they belong; the state of the 
boat in regard to repair, and in regard to oars, sails, and tackle, with a general idea of what 
sum it will cost to put her in a proper condition for fishing ; and the quantity and state of the 
fishing crear belonging thereto— that is to say, of hand-lines, long lines, and hooks. You will 
also endeavour to ascertain what number of hands could be advantageously employed in cod- 
fishing in each boat, according to’her dimensions, and what quantity and description of fishiug- 
gear as above described, would be required on the average for each hand, and you will be so 
good as to ascertain on your wav through Greenock, and transmit to me an estimate of the 
rate at which such fishing-gear, of the different descriptions mentioned, can be furnished. 

M G 
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When yon hive completed your survey, you will proceed to Oban, and thence without delay 
transmit fo me your journal and report, and you will then watt for further orders. 

You are left to voir own discretion, in regard to the state of the weather, as to the course 
you are to follow in visitiug the different places I have mentioned; the object being that you 
shall accomplish the whole as expeditiously, quietly, and sftcretly^as possible. 

John Stuart, Es q ., „ „ ( Si 8 ned > ’ Thos. D.ck Lauder. 

Ci Princess Royal Cutter , Edinburgh . 



Sir, 



No. 3. 

« Princess Royal," Oban, October 27, 1846. 
I heg .0 inform you that, . (-oriing,..^ directions confined in your letter of 



2nd current,) I came here after inspecting the boats which are fit for cod-fish, ng on the coast 
of Coll Tiree, Iona, Ross of Mull, and Ardnanmrchan ; and I beg now to inclose for you 
my journal; ilso a list of the number of boats and owners’ names ; also showing the state ot 
the boats in regard to repair, and in regard to oars, sails, and tackle, with a general idea of the 
sum Twill require to pul her in a proper condition for fishing; also the number of men that 
might advantageously be employed in each boat, the quantity and state of the fishing-gear be- 
Wine thereto, likewise the quantity and description of fish, ng gear each hand woufl require 

few of the boats in any ofthe places where I visited, have more than two oars but they 
borrow other two from their neighbours ; so that only a portion of them can be at sea at one 
time or when they do go to sea with only two oars, it is in very fine weather. They -eldom 
buy ’a boat and oars in the same season. Fishing lines seldom last more than one season. I 
cannot too strongly state the great risk which both boats and crews run in going o sea with 
only two oars, no sail, and even when they have a sail, no parel for the guidance of the yard 

” P jU Mchor and cable would also be of great service to those who have none. I have winded 
them in the list under the head of tackling. By the boats being fully equipped with the different 
articles enumerated in the list which I now inclose, it would give them a confidence to proceed 
to sea and set their lines, that they cannot have at present. 

The boats at Tiree are too small for fishing where the most fish are to ’ b ^°" n | 0 W as 
them being larger than from 14 to 19 feet keel. It would require boats of 28 to dU teet, as 

the fishing banks are half way to Barra. c Tr^rnarv Iwi in 

The boats in Tiree, Iona, and Ross of Mull, do not commence fishing till February, butm 
Ardnamurehan they begin in December. , , , 

It was out of my power to furnish you with this report and the enclosed list sooner, on 
account of the difficult nature of the coasts which I had to land on, and the state of e 
weather. 



Sir Thomas Pick Lauder, Bart., 
$-c. Sfc. Sfc. 
Edinburgh. 



I have, &c. 

(Signed) John Stewart. 



No. 4. 

Journal referred to in the above Letter. 

Journal of a Voyage dong the Coasts of Coll, Tiree, Iona, Ross of Mull, and Ardnamurehan, 
in the “ Princess RoyaV' Fishery Cutter , by John Stewart , her Commander , inspecting the 
State ofthe Boats on these Coasts ft for Cod-fishing . 

Saturday, October 10th.— At 6 A.M. got under weigh, and at 10 landed at Coll. Ins P®r'= d 
the only four boats fit for cod-fishing in that island. They were all without fishing materials 
and never were employed in the take of cod, but the owners would gladly pursue that fishing 
were they provided with lines, &c. At 2 r.M. landed in Tiree (the cutter went to Loch Sud, 
in Mull as there is no harbour in Tiree or Coll), and proceeded along the south-east shore, 
about site miles to Manuel, and examined all the boats in that direction. Found hem ra a 
sea-worthy state, but very deficient in oars, sails, masts, and lines. At 7 returned to the inn 
at the village of Scarnish. 

Sundm/,"Uth .— Winds high, with vain. , ,, Wa ?n the 

Monday, 12th.— At 7 A.M. went to the west end of the island, and inspected the boats m the 
port of Balafoel. They were in a sea-going state, with a few exceptions but almost a 1 ot hem 
requiring oars, lines, &c. [ then inspected minutely all the boats along the coasts betw-t 

Balafoel and Cornackmore, and found them in much the same state, both in regaul to the uni 
and materials. At 7 p.m. returned to Scarnish. , ot 

Tuesday, 13th— At 6 a.m. proceeded to the north-east side of the > sla ” d ’ Coll 

the port of Vault, and visited all the fishing ports, including those on the Sound betwixt Coil 
and Tiree, then returned by the south-east side to Scarnish where we arrived at -J 
boats at most of the creeks which I visited to-day required little repair m the hull but most 
them required oars, lines, &c. All the boats in Coll and Tiree vise small long 
take of bait, and hand-lines for cod. I immediately on arriving at Scarnish s pp 
tb- ,f Princess Royal,” and at 7 p.m. came to anchor in Loch Laigh, Ross ot Mull. 
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Wednesday , 14 th. — Blowing a gale of wind, and could not land to inspect boats. 

Thursday, 15; th. — At 6 a.m. got under weigh. At 9 landed, and examined 24 boats in 
Iona; a few of them requiring repair in the hull, but nearly all in need of oars, &c. None of 
them use great long lines, as they cannot afford to purchase them, but would gladly do so 
could they afford them. At noon landed and inspected four ports in the Ross ; found the 
boats there in much the same state in every respect as those in Iona. At 6 p.m. came to anchor 
in Loch Laigh. 

Friday, 16f/i. — There being but light winds to-day could not start with the cutter. At 7 a.m. 
crossed to Port Usken, and inspected all the boats there and in the neighbourhood; found them 
to be better equipped than those I visited yesterday, particularly in being provided with anchors 
and cables. At 2 p.m. recrossed the Ross, and inspected the boats in tne district of Ardtun; 
found them all in a very deficient state, almost all wanting sails, &c. At 5 returned, and 
inspected all the boats in Loch Laigh : found them in a similar state. 

Saturday, 1 7th. — At 6 a.m. got under weigh, and at 3 p.m. landed and inspected fishing 
boats in Kilichoun Bay, Ardnamurchan ; found them in a very unfit state for fishing cod. At 
6 came to anchor in Tobermory Bay. 

Sunday, 18 th. — Moderate weather. 

Monday, 19 th. — At 6 a.m. got under weigh, and at 11 landed on the outermost port on the 
west side of Ardnamurchan (the cutter proceeded to Loch Sunavt) ; I then hired a boat, and 
examined all the boats along the coast, until I came to Kintra Bay, where I arrived at 8 p.m. 
found them in a seaworthy state, hut deficient in oars, lines, &c. The fishing- banks are only 
from two to four miles off the coast, and abound with cod and ling. . 

Tuesday, 20 th. — I this morning inspected the boats in Kintra Bay, and found them in much 
the same state as those I inspected yesterday. The take of cod off this coast is abundant, and 
there are several boats for the take, and vessels for the cure of the fish, which repair to Locli 
Moidart during the fishing season from various parts of Scotland. Having finished my inspec- 
tion, I crossed to Loch Sunart, and joined the cutter at 5 p.m. ' „ , 

Wednesday, 21sf. — Got under weigh, and inspected all the boats upon the shore from oaten 
to Strontian, the owners of which said that they would not go out of the loch to fish cod, and 
indeed the boats were all too small for the sea with which they would need to contend. At 4 p.m. 



came to anchor in Salen Bay. 

Thursday, 22nd.— Blowing a gale of wind, so that I could not land to examine boats 
Friday, 23rd.— At 7 a.m. got under weigh, and examined all the boats from Salen to 
Kilichoun (the port at which I inspected the boats on Saturday last) ; found only one boat tit 
for cod fishing. At 6 p.m. came to anchor in Tobermory Bay. All the boats in the Ross o 
Mull and Arhnamurchan use small, long, and hand lines. 



(Signed) John Stewart, 

“ Princess Royal" Cutter, Commander " Princess Royal" Cutter. 

Oban, 26th October, 1846. 




G 2 
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Owners’ Names. 



District of Coll. 
Mai. M'Fayden . 

Donald Campbell 
John M'Kinnon 
Donald M'Kinnon 

District of Tiree. 
Lachlan M ‘Donald 
Neil M‘ Donald . 
Donald M'Lean. 
Donald M'Lean 
Colin Campbell. 
Peter M'Donald 
Alex. M ! Fay den 
Coll. M‘ Donald. 
Alex. M'Kinnon 
John Brown 
Donald M'Donald 
Arch M'Kinnon 
Duncan M'Donald 
Alex. Kennedy . 

Farqr. M'Dougald 
Arch. M'Lean . 
Donald M'Lean. 
Hugh M'Kinnon 
Hugh M'Kinnon 
Walter M'Furlaue 
Charles M'Donald 
Charles M'Donald 
Donald Sinclair. 

Donald M'Neill. 
Donald M'Innes 
Donald M'Neill 
J ohn M'Millan . 
John Kennedy . 
Donald M'Lean 
Malcolm M'Kinnon 
Archibald M'Leod . 
Archibald M'Kinnon 
Archibald Kennedy, 
Archibald Cameron 
John M'Lean . 
John Lamont . 
Archibald Campbell 
Donald Cameron 
John Lamont . 
Peter Lamont . 
Angus M'Donald . 
Alexander M'Cullum 
Hugh M'Innes . 
Lachlan M'Lean 
John M'Intyre . 
Donald M'Intyre 
Archibald M'Phail 
Charles M'Kinnon 
Allan M'Fayden 
Martin M'Fayden 
Phinnie M'Kinnon 
Hugh M'Fayden 
Malcolm M'Fayden 
Hector M'Fayden . 
Malcolm M'Fayden 
Alexander M'Fayden 
Rory M'Donald 
Donald M'Donald . 



Places 

of 

Residence. 



Ardnagour . 



Ballymartin 
Manuel . 



Nanish . 
Ballafoel . 



Greenhill . 
Scaundaig 



Bally men ach . 



Gortandon 

Gortandon 



Kilkenneth 

Ballavoulin 



Kilmaloug 
Comackvore , 



Cornaveck 

Kanavoich 



Kirkabul . 
Salum . 



Length of 
Keel for 
Boats. 



'Number of 
Hands in | 
each Boat. I 



of 

Boat. 



15 

15 
18 
14 
17 
19 
14 
14 
14 

16 



16 

18 



15 

17 

19 

17 

19 

19 

19 



17 

19 

17 

16 

17 
16 
16 

18 
14 
16 
16 
14 

14 

15 

16 
16 



Fig. 1 . 



State 

of 

Hull. 



Not good 



Not good 
Good 



State 

of 

Oars. 



1 good 



Good 

2 good 
Good 
2 good 
Good 



2 good 

Good 
None 
2 good 
Good 

2 good 
Good 

2 good 

3 good 
2 good 

None 
2 good 
Good 

2 good 
2 good 
Good 



None 

Good 



2 good 
Good 



None 

1 good 
Good 

3 good 
None 
Good 

2 good 
Good 

2 good 

1 good 

2 good 

1 good 
Good 

2 good 



Good 

None 

Good 

None 

Good 



Good 
Large & 
good. 



None 
Good 
Large & 
good. 

Good 



None 

Good 



None 

Good 

None 



'Small,eood| 

None 



Good 

None 



Good 
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jcbA^j distinguishing the Number of Hands in each Boat, and the Condition of the Boats in regard to Tackling 
(furnishing each Fisherman with the necessary Fishing Gear. 
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An Account of the Number of Boats in the Districts of Coll, Tiree, Iona, Ross of Mull j 



No. [ 


Owners’ Names. 


Places 

of 

Residence. 


Length of 
Keel for 
Boats. 


Number 
f Hands in 
each Boat. 


Rig 

of 

Boat. 


State 

of 

Hull. 


State 

of 

Oars. 


Of 1 
Sail}, a 








Feet. 
















Coules 


15 


5 


Fig. 1 or 2 


Good 


None 


w anc 1 


60 


Neil M'Fayden . 


, , 


16 


5 


3 3 


Not good 


Good 




61 


Alexander M'Fayden . 


, , 




5 






3 good 


1 


62 




Ardis . 




5 


3 3 


3 3 


2 good 




63 


Archibald M'Dougald . 


16 




3 3 


3 3 


Good 




64 


John M'Donald . . 




15 


5 


3 3 




None 




65 


Neil M'Leod 


Roag . . 




5 


3 3 




2 good 




66 


Charles Lamont . . 


, , 




5 


3 3 


» 3 


3 3 


Good 


67 


Hector M‘Lean . . . 


, , 




5 


3 3 


3 3 


1 good 


None 


68 


John M'Leaa . 


, , 


16 






> 3 


Good 


69 


Don. M‘ Kin non . . 


, , 




5 




3 3 


3 3 




70 


Don. M'Kinnon 


, , 




5 


3 1 


3 3 


2 good 


71 


Hugh M'Kinnon . 


Gott . 


18 


6 


3 3 


1 3 




72 


Charles M'Lean 


, , 


15 


5 


3 3 


3 3 


Good 


,, 


73 


Malcolm M‘ Intyre . 


Scarnish . 


18 


6 


3 3 


3 3 


3 3 


,, 


74 


Charles M‘ In tyre . 






3 3 


3 3 


3 3 


No® 


75 


Hector M‘Kinnon . 


, , 




5 


3 3 


3 3 


2 good 


76 


Malcolm M‘Lean 


” 


14 


5 


” 


Not good 


” 


» 




District of Iona. 
















I 


John M'Arthur . . , 


Iona . 


16 


5 


Fig. 3 or 4 


Good 


Good 


None 


2 


Archibald Campbell 




17 


5 


, 3 


> 3 


2 good 


,, 


3 


John M‘Donald . . 


, , 


16 




3 3 


3 3 


3 3 


,, 


4 


Colin Campbell. . . 




15 


5 




> 3 


33 


,, 


5 


Alexander Lamont . . 


, 


16 


5 




Not good 


3 3 


,, i 


6 


Hugh Stewart . 




15 




, , 


, , 


, , 


Good 


7 




■* » 


15 


5 




, , 


Good 


8 


Archibald M'Phail . . 




14 


5 


, , 


Good 


2 good 


None 


9 


John Campbell . 




14 


5 


, , 


, 3 


, , 


Good 


10 


Archibald M'Donald . 


, , 


18 


6 


, , 


, , 


1 good 


11 


Donald Lamont 




15 


5 




, , 


2 good 


None 


12 


Allan Morrison . . 




16 


5 


, , 


, , 


3 good 


Good 


13 


John M'Dougald . 




17 


5 


, , 


Not good 


, , 


None 


14 


Donald M'Donald . 




14 


5 


, , 


None 


15 


John M'lnnes . 




14 


5 


, , 


, , 


1 good 


,, 


16 


Archibald M'Donald . 




15 


5 


, , 


Good 


2 good 


Good ■ 


17 


Colin Cameron . . . 




18 


6 


, , 


Not good 


None 




18 


Alexander M'Donald . 




16 


5 




2 good 


None 


19 


Donald M'lnnes 




15 


5 




Good 


, , 


,, 


20 


John M'lnnes . 




5 


5 




, , 


, , 


Good 


21 


Donald M'Donald . 




16 


5 






, , 


22 


William M'Farlane. 




16 


5 




Not good 


1 good 


None 


23 


Neil M'Cormack 




15 


5 






Good 


Good 


24 


Archibald M'lnnes . 


•> 


16 


5 




Good 




District of the Ross of 


Mull. 














1 


Murdo M'Quinnie . 


Kockvelgan . 


14 


5 


Fig. 3 or 4 


Good 


1 good 


None 


2 


John M'Arthur 




14 


5 


. 




Good 


Good 


3 


Donald Cameron . . 




14 


5 






2 good 


| > 


4 


Donald M'Donald . 


Fanephort 


16 


5 






, , 


None 


5 


Donald M'Dougald . 




14 


5 






, , 




6 


Dougald M'lnnes . 




18 


6 




Not good 




3> 


7 


Alexander M'lnnes. 




15 


5 


, 




>> 


8 


John M'lnnes . 




14 


5 






1 good 


,1 


9 


Hugh M'Arthur 




16 


5 






,, 


10 


Donald M'Lachlan 




16 


5 






2 good 


Good 


11 


Donald M'Gilvray . 




16 


5 




Not good 


1 good 


None 


12 


Lachn. M'Kinnon . 


Daraigport . 


14 


5 






3 good 


II 


13 


Neil M'Callum . . . 




16 


5 






2 good 


Good 


14 


Alexander M'Farlane . 




16 










None 


15 


Martin M'Gilvray . 


, , 


15 


5 




. 




n 


16 


John M'Donald 




14 










u 


17 


William M'Gilvary . 


, , 


14 


5 


. 


Not good 


, , 


” 1 


18 


Peter M'Arthur. 


, 


14 








, , 




19 


James Beton . , 




14 


5 


. 




, , 




20 


Archibald Cameron 




15 












21 


John M'Cormach . 














|! 


22 


Donald M'Donald . 




17 


5 








Good 


23 


Duncan Leveston . 
















24 


Donald M'Fie . . . 














ii 


25 


Hugh Cameron 




16 








,, 


Good 


26 


Donald M'lnnes 


” 


14 


5 


” 


” 


” 
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Lj^rdnamurchan, distinguishing the Number of Hands in each Boat, &c. — continued. 



m 




Sums required 


State of 


State 


State 


State 


Sums required 




State of Tackling. 


to put each 


Small 


of 


of 




to furnish 


^ i 


Boat in Repair. 


Long Lines. 


ong Lines. 


Hand-lines. 


Hooks. 


Fishing Gear. 






£. s- d. 










£. S. d. 


Jfone 


None 


4 13 2 


4 good 


None 


3 good 


165 good 


6 7 6 


, 


5 2 6 


None 




None 


None 




” 


, , 


5 9 2 


i good 


, . 


1 good 


165 good 


6 10 6 




Sheets 


2 6 8 




2 good 


, , 








3 14 2 






3 good 


None 


6 7 6 






4 14 2 


None 




None 


7 17 6 




, , 


4 3 10 


4 good 


,, 


2 good 


90 good 


7 1 6 


Sheets and halliards . . 


2 3 11 




3 good 


, , 






None 


5 14 10 




,, 


1 good 


165 good 






Sheets and halliards . 


2 1 8 


Good 




5 good 


Good 








2 1 8 






2 good 


120 good 


6 17 4 




None 


6 0 2 


None 


,, 


None 


None 


7 17 6 




Sheets and halliards . 


2 4 7 


£ good 


t , 


1 good 


■165 good 








15 8 




2 good 


, , 




' 




1 12 7 






None 


. None 




” 




1 12 7 




. , 


2 good 


120 good 


7 17 G 


” 




1 15 0 




6 17 4 


None 


None 


4 6 10 


None 




None 








Total . . 


215 18 11 








Total . 


584 8 2 






3 17 


None 


None 


2 good 


None 


7 14 6 






4 19 4 






1 good 

2 good 


, , 




” 




3 12 3 






, , 








3 11 7 






, , 








4 8 3 


h good 




1 good 


, , 




1 ’ 


Sheets and halliards . 


6 1 7 


, , 


150 good 


6 10 6 




2 5 8 


None 


, , 


, , 


None 


7 16 O 


1 None 




3 10 11 


, , 


, , 


None 


, > 






3 10 11 




, , 


3 good 


, > 








2 10 7 




, , 


2 good 


7 , 








3 11 7 






150 good 






Sheets and halliards . 


1 11 0 




None 


6 12 0 






1 18 3 


None 




2 good 


None 




None 


None ...... 


4 12 3 






None 


t , 




5 3 7 




j 


1 good 


Good 




Good 


Sheets and halliards . 


1 15 8 


Good 




, , 


5 6 0 








None 


70 good 


8 13 6 


None 


None 


5 6 3 
3 11 7 
3 117 


None 
i good 
None 


” 


1 good 


None 
150 good 


7 16 0 
6 10 6 






1 16 4 


, , 


, » 


None 




None 


None 


4 17 3 






7 17 6 


Good 


Sheets and halliards . . 


15 8 


Good 




5 good 


Good 






Total . . • 


85 9 6 








Total . 


178 19 0 


None 




3 15 3 


None 


None 


None 


None 


7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
9 9 0 
7 16 O 


flood 

None 


Sheets and halliards . 
None 


15 8 
1 15 4 
3 12 3 
3 10 11 
5 0 0 


> > 




1 good 


i 




’ ’ 








None 


, , 




Good 

Good 

None 

!! 


* ’ 


3 17 11 






1 good 


>» 




Sheets and halliards . • 

None 

Halliards 

Sheets and halliards . 
None ..,••• 


1 16 4 
5 7 11 
3 2 3 
1 16 4 
3 12 3 
3 11 7 

3 10 11 

4 4 7 

3 10 11 

4 8 7 


-4- good 
4 good 
None 
4 good 
None 

i good 




2 good 

1 good 

None 

2 good 

1 good 
None 

2 good 
1 good 


120 good 
240 good 
None 
150 good 
None 

70 good 
None 


6 18 10 
6 18 
7 17 6 

6 9 0 

7 16 0 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 1 6 
7 1 6 
7 16 0 


;; 

1 Gooc 

None 

i 


Sheets . . . • * 


3 11 7 

4 19 0 

5 5 7 


i good 
i good 


” 


2 good 
1 good 
None 
1 good 


150 good 

70 good 
120 good 


6 10 6 
7 4 6 
6 IS 10 


Sheets and halliards . 
None . . . . . 


1 16 4 
3 10 11 


None 
4 good 




None 
1 good 


None 
150 good 


6 10 6 
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“j 




Length of 


umber of 


Rig 


State 


No. 


Owners' Names. 




of 

Residence. 


Keel lor 


Hands in 
ach Boat. 


Boats. 


Boat’s Hull. 










Feet. 








27 


William Beton . 




Iviutra 


15 


5 


Fig. 3 or 4. 


Good 


2S 


Hugh M'Dougald . 




, , 






’ 5 


» * 


29 

30 

31 


Donald M'Kechran 
Gilbert M'Arthur . 
Arthur M‘ Arthur . 




;; 


15 

15 


5 

5 


;; 


Not good 
Good 


32 


Peter M c Callum 




,s 


14 




» » 


» * 


33 


Peter M'Gilvray 




, , 


15 




’ ’ 


* » 


34 


Archibald M'Kinnon 




, , 






> ’ 


» > 


33 


Duncan M'Innes . 




, , 


15 




• ’ 


> > 


36 


William Seaton . 




, , 


15 




> » 


> > 


37 


Archibald M‘ Arthur 




, , 


15 


5 


> ’ , 


» • 


38 


Donald M'Donald . 




Unam , . 




5 




> > 


39 


Archibald Beton 




, , 






) 5 


> » 


40 


Hugh M'Donald . 




, , 


15 


5 


> > 


> » 


41 


Donald M'Lean. 




, , 




0 




> » 


42 


Colia Cameron . . 




, , 






» » 


> » 


43 


Archibald M'Donald 




Frasson . • 


15 


5 




» » 


44 


Archibald M‘Culloch 




, , 


16 


5 


> > 


5 > 


45 


Hector M'Lean 




, , 








> ’ 


46 


Neil M'Kechnie 




, , 








> > 


47 


Donald M'Arthur . 




» » 


14 




’ ’ 


’ ’ 




Allen M'Lean . . 




Sheapa 


15 


5 


, , 


, , 


49 


John M'Gilvray 




15 


5 




» ’ 


SO 


Neil M'Gilvray . . 




> . 


14 




» » 


’ ’ 


51 


Archibald M'Gilvray 




Port Usken . 


15 






> » 


52 


Donald M'Cormack 




15 


5 


5 > 


* > 


53 


Donald M'Arthur . 




• » 


14 


5 


* » 




54 


John M'Phail . . 




, , 


15 


5 








John Cameron . 




, , 


14 


5 


» > 


> > 


.56 


Angus Beeton . . 




’ ’ 


15 


5 


’ ’ 


» * 


57 


John M'Arthur . 




, , 


15 


5 


, , 


, , 


53 


Donald M'Lean . 




, , 


15 






» > 


59 


Dougald M'Arthur . 


’ 


» » 


18 


6 




’ » 


60 


Duncan Rose . 


. 


, , 


14 


5 




, , 


61 


Neil M'Donnld . 




Port Usken . 


15 


5 




, , 


62 


Archibald Beton 




, , 


14 


5 


, , 


, , 


63 


Neil M'Donald 




, , 


16 


5 


, , 


Not good 


64 


John Campbell . 




, j 


14 


5 


, , 


Good 


65 


Hugh M'Donald 




, , 


14 


5 


, , 


66 


Donald Beton . 




» * 


17 


5 


» » 


»» 


67 


Donald Cameron 






14 


5 


t , 


Not good 


63 


Colin Campbell 




Port Moachna 


16 


5 




Good 


69 


Donald M'Farlane . 




15 


5 




, , 


70 


Duncan Campbell . 




Port Nahua . 


14 


5 




Not good 


71 


Angus Graham . 






14 


5 




Good 


72 


Archibald M'Donald 






16 


5 


, , 




73 


John M'Farlane 




Ardtun . . 


15 


* 5 






74 


John Fletcher . 




14 


5 






75 


Hugh M'Innes . 




, , 


16 


5 


, , 




76 


Archibald Lamont . 




, , 


15 


5 






77 


John M'Callum 






17 


5 


, 




78 


Dougald Dougald . 




, , 


15 


5 


, , 


, , 


79 


Eugene Rose 




, , 


16 


5 


, , 




SO 


Malcolm M'Neill . 




. . 


17 


5 






81 


Archibald M'Callum 






16 


5 






82 


Neil Moirison . 




, . 


16 


5 






83 


John M'Lean . 




, , 


16 


5 






84 


Donald Lamont 




, , 


15 


5 


, 




85 


Angus Beton 




, , 


14 


5 


. , 




86 


John M'Lean . . 




Iachar 


15 


5 






87 


John M'Kinnon 




15 


5 






88 


Archibald Campbell 






16 


5 






89 


Duncan Campbell . 






15 


5 






90 


John M'Phail . 




. . 


15 


5 






91 


Donald M'Kechnie 




. 


15 


5 






92 


John M' Taggart 






14 


5 






93 


James Brown 






14 


5 






94 


John Graham . 




, _ 


15 


5 






95 


Neil Campbell . 




Iachar . . 


15 


5 


> > 


” 



Oars. 



2 good 
None 



1 good 

2 good 



None 

1 good 

2 good 

1 good 

2 good 
Good 

2 good 

Good 



2 good 



3 good 
2 good 



Good 
1 good 



2 good 
None 
2 good 



1 good 

2 good 

1 good 

2 good 
None 

2 good 

Good 
2 good 

1 ditto 

2 ditto 



Good 
2 good 



1 good 

2 good 



Good 
2 good 



1 good 

2 good 



QfMnlU . 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



I 



FISHERIES— SCOTLAND. 



lrdnamurchan. distinguishing the Numbers of Hands in each Boat, &c. — continued. 




J 



FISHERIES— SCOTLAND. 



Ae Account ot tie Numler of Boats in the Districts of Coll. Tiree, Iona, Bo ss 0 f aya 



No. 


Owners’ Names. | 

1 


of 

Residence. 


Lenstli of 1 Number of 
icei for ! Hands in 
Boats, j each Boat. 


Rig 

of 

Boats. 


State 
of Boats ’ 
Hull. 


State 

of 

Oats. 


i ■ 

State f 
of ' 
SsiU. 5 














Good 






96 


John Smith .... 


Garracreich . 


15 

14 


5 


Fig. 3 or 4 


2 good 


None ; 


97 


Donald Graham 


9 9 




’ ’ 




3 5 


9 > ! 


98 


Duncan Graham 


9 > 






3 ’ 


Good 


3 


9 9 ; 


99 

100 

101 


John M'Lean . • 

Dougald M'Phail 
Robert M‘ Far lane . . 


Bonessan . . 


17 

16 

16 


5 

5 


, , 


Good 
2 good 


Good 

None 


102 


John M'Gilvray . . 


9 9 




1 ’ 


3 ’ 




9 i : 


103 

104 


Hugh Beton 
Donald Brown . 
Charles M'Kechnie 


Ardfinger 


17 

14 


5 

5 


, , 


Not good 
Good 


Good 
2 good 


God 

None 


106 


John Cameron . • 


Tonghill . . 




5 


3 3 




’ ’ i 




District of Ardtiamurchan. 










Good 


Good 




1 


Donald M'Donald . 


Oromsabeg . 


14 


5 


Fig. 3 or 4 


Good 


2 

3 


Donald Cameron _ . . 

Duncan M‘Kenzie . 
Donald M'Diarmid . . 


3 * 


15 

14 


5 

5 


j , 


Not good 
Good 


2 good 


None 


5 


Duncan M'Laclilane . 


j , 






9 » 


’ ’ 


’ ’ 


> 9 


6 

*7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


John M ‘Don aid . • 

Colin Campbell . . 

Alexander M'Kenzie . 
Colin Connal . . • 

Duncan M'Lachlan 
Dougal M'Callum 
John M'Kenzie . . 


Oramsamore . 


14 

15 

16 
15 
14 
14 


5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


;; 


Not good 
Good 


1 good 

Good 

2 good 
Good 
2 good 


God 

None 

God 

None 


13 

14 


Colin M'Cullum 
D-snald M'Donald . . 




16 


5 




Not good 




None ; 


15 

16 


Hugh Campbell . . 

Hugh Cameron 


’ * 


15 


5 


, 


Good 


2 good 


17 


John M'Phail . . . 


, , 






9 ’ 


* ’ 


1 good 

2 good 


9 9 ! 




Donald M'Kenzie . 


Geregatil • 


15 


5 


9 3 


’ 5 


’ ’ ! 


19 


Alexander Cameron 


15 


5 


> 3 


5 > 


’ ’ i 




Donald Cameron . . 


Assochenach . 




5 


> 3 


’ ’ 


None 

2 good 

3 good 
2 good 


’ ’ I 


21 


Alexander Cameron 


14 


5 


3 3 


» 9 


’ ’ i 






, , 


15 


5 


9 3 


9 * 


i ' ! 








16 




3 3 


» 9 


9 ’ i 








15 


5 


3 , 


Not good 


9 9 ! 


25 


Donald M ‘Lachlan . 




14 


5 


3 3 


’ » 


9 9 1 


26 

27 


John M'Kechnie . . 

John Grev .... 


Achena . . 


14 

14 


5 

5 


’ ’ 


Good 


2 good 


’’ ! 


28 


Archibald M'Lachlan . 


, , 


15 




3 9 


9 ’ 


’ 5 


* 1 i 




James Henderson . . 


, , 


15 


5 


) l 


Not good 


9 * 








. . 


14 


5 


9 , 


9 9 


* * 


31 


Norman M'Kay . . 


Achantenny . 


16 


5 


9 9 




9 9 


’ 1 1 


32 


Alex. M'Lachlan 


Glendrian 


15 


5 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


’ 1 ! 


33 


Allan Cameron . . . 


Kilmory . . 


14 




9 > 


9 9 


9 9 


9 1 1 


34 


Duncan Cameron . 


, , 


15 


5 


9 9 


9 9 


’ 9 


God 


35 


Duncan Henderson . . 


, , 


16 






9 9 


9 5 


36 


John M'Lachlan . . 


, , 


16 


5 




99 


’ 9 


Nnne 


37 


Duncan M'Pherson 


, , 


14 


5 


, , 


9 9 


Good 


God J 


38 


Duncan M'Lachlan 


Suerdilherrock 


14 


5 


9 , 


9 9 


39 


Dugald Cameron . . 


, , 


16 


5 


9 9 


9> 


9 9 


None || 


40 


John M'Coll . . . 


, , 


14 


5 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


41 


John M'Coll 


, , 


14 


5 


t , 


99 


9 9 




42 


John M'Kenzie . 


, , 


15 


5 


9 , 


9 9 


9 9 


3 ’ 


43 


Hugh Cameron . 




14 


5 


, , 


9 9 


2 good 


’ 


44 


John Henderson . . 




15 


5 


, , 


Not good 
Good 


> 1 


45 

46 


Hugh M'Fie . . . 

Angus M'Fie 


Ockle 


15 

15 


5 

5 


9 > 


Good 


Good 


47 


John Cameron . . 


, , 


16 


5 


, , 


99 


9 9 


None 


48 


Duncan Henderson . 


, , 


15 


5 


, , 


9 9 


2 Geod 


49 


John Cameron . . 


, , 


16 


5 


, , 


9 9 


1 


50 


Allan Cameron . . 


, , 


16 


5 


, , 


9 9 


9 9 


1 


51 


Donald Cameron . 




14 


5 


, , 


J J 


None 


1 


52 


Allan Cameron . 


Gortnavern . 


16 


5 


, , 


9 , 


' 


53 


John Cameron . 


, , 


14 


5 


, , 


9 3 




3-1 


54 


George Ritchie . . 


, , 


14 


5 


, , 


9 9 


9 ’ 




55 


John Cameron . 


, , 


14 


5 


, , 


9 9 


9 ’ 




56 


Hugh M'Fie 




15 


5 


, , 


, , 


> 9 




57 


William M'Rae 


Arvegan . 


16 


5 


, , 


3 9 


9 9 




58 


John Cameron . . 


Leatre . 


14 


5 


, , 


, 9 


» ’ 




59 


Archibald Cameron . 


Arton . . 


15 


5 


, , 


9 9 


’ 9 




60 


Donald Cameron 


» * 


16 


5 


* * 


** 


’’ 
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* * 
i 


State of Tackling. 


sum required 
to put each 
oat in repair. ] 


State 
of small 
ong Lines. Lo 


State 

°f 

ng Lines. 


State 
of Hand 


-1 




•JR. 


None 


None 


None 




lalliards 


3 2 4 


i good 




2 good 






7 16 0 


None 






heets and halliards . . 


3 15 4 
1 12 7 


1 * 




None 


N'one 


STone 


3 12 3 


, , 




J 9 


1 




3 12 3 


, , 




, , 






4 3 3 






, , 


Sheets and halliards . . 


2 3 11 


, , 




9 ) 


None 


STone 


3 16 7 


, , 




9 1 


>» 


3 10 11 


> * 


5 1 


• * 




Total ... 3 


04 8 1 










Sheets and halliards . . 


1 5 8 


None 


None 


None 




None 


15 8 
3 11 3 


;; 


, , 


, , 


: Good 


Halliards 


2 17 7 


, , 


> » 


9 9 


None 




3 11 7 


, , 


> > 


2 good 
None 


” 


3 10 11 
5 7 3 




’ * 


” 




3 16 7 




> , 


9 > 




Sheets and halliards • 


15 8 




> i 


9 9 


None 


None 


3 11 7 




> > 


9 1 


: Good 


Sheets and halliards . . 


15 8 




> » 


9 9 




None 


3 10 11 




9 > 


9 > 




Sheets and halliards . 


1 5 8 


, , 


9 9 








1 17 8 
4 3 7 


* ’ 


’ * 


, , 




” 


3 11 7 
3 10 11 


’ ’ 




’ ’ 




* ’ 


3 17 7 


, , 


, , 








3 11 7 




, , 


9 9 




* ’ 


3 12 3 




1 , 


9 1 




’ ’ 


3 19 11 


1 good 


9 , 


9 < 






3 11 7 
3 6 H 


None 
i good 


’ ’ 




>> 




3 11 7 
5 4 7 


None 
i good 


’ * 






* 


4 6 7 


9 9 


9 . 






3 10 11 


None 


9 J 


9 9 


! 1 * 




3 11 7 


, , 


9 9 


9 9 




5 * 






, , 


2 good 


| * » 


* * 






, , 


> .. 


’ * 


3 12 3 




9 , 


None 


/ * ’ 


’ * 


3 11 7 




, 3 


1 ) 


’ ’ 


* ’ 


3 10 11 


i good 


9 9 


9 9 


1 ’ 




3 11 7 


None 


9 9 


9 9 






1 16 4 


i j 






i » 

None 




1 16 4 
3 10 11 


, , 


’ ’ 


! ! 








> > 


* 9 




1 " 




15 8 
2 7 3 


* ’ 


, , 








3 1 3 




> » 


» > 


*• 


» » 


3 17 

3 1 3 


’ ’ 


, , 


* * 


’ 


’ * 


3 11 7 




9 9 


9 > 


' ' 


Sheets and halliards . 


5 13 7 


, , 


9 9 


» > 


Good 


15 8 


> » 


> » 


» * 






3 11 7 


’ ’ 


9 , 


! ’ 






3 12 3 
3 12 3 




’ * 


!! 




’ 


3 19 11 


, , 


9 9 




’ ’ 


’ ’ 


3 12 3 


, , 


9 9 




1 ’ 


’ ’ 


3 10 11 




9 9 




1 * 


* ’ 


3 10 11 


, , 


9 9 




’ ’ 


’ * 


3 10 11 


, , 


9 9 


9 9 


1 ’ 


’ ’ 


3 11 7 




9 > 




1 ’ 


* * 


3 12 3 




9 9 




! 1 ’ 


’ ’ 


3 10 11 


, , 


9 1 




* * 


’ ’ 


3 11 7 


, 3 


9 9 




i ’’ 




3 12 3 


1 ” 


’ ’ 





Sum required _ 
to furnish 
Fishing Gear. 



10 good 
Total 



5 0 
14 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 



120 good 
None 
150 good 
None 

70 good 
None 



1 50 good 
None 



17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
14 6 
17 6 
17 6 
7 17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 
17 
17 



0 4 
17 6 
12 0 
17 6 
17 6 
4 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
14 6 
17 6 
17 6 
12 0 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
17 6 
17 6 



7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
7 17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
17 6 
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Owners Names. 


Places 

of 

Residence. 


Length of 
Keel for 
Boats. 


Number of 
Hands in 
each Boat. 


Alexander Cameron 


Arton . 


Feet. 

14 


No. 


John Nisbet . . • 




14 


5 


Allan Gillies . . . 


, , 


15 


5 


Allan M‘Pherson 


Sheilfoot . . 


15 


5 


John Cameron . 


, , 


14 


5 


Archibald Cameron 


, , 


14 


5 


Hugh M ‘Phcrson . 


, , 


15 


5 


Archibald M'Diarmid . 


Ardsliganish . 


15 


5 



Figure 1. 



t Scale Ith <f an inch to the foot. 



Scale {th of an inch to the foot. 
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No. 6. 

An Abstract of the Number of Boats end Hands employed therein, in the Districts of Coll Tmjj, , 
Ross of Moll, and Ardnamdrchan ; wi'b a Statement of the Expense of providing each Fisherman «j3 
the necessary Fishing Gear ; and also of the Expense of putting all the Boats m an efficient state of Rep*. 



District. 


Number 

of 

Boats. 


Number of 
each Boat. 


Expense of 
Small 

Long Lines. 


Expense 


Expense 

of 

Hand Lines. 


Total 
Expense 
of Lines. 


Expense Total Expense 
of providing , of repairing 
Rudders. Boats. 


Total 

E=^nse of 
providing Li, 
Ludden,aaj* 

repairing fiou,. 








£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


* £ - 


s. d. 


£.T~i 


Coll . . 


4 


21 


10 


10 


0 


21 


1 


11 


6 


33 


1 


6 


0 


12 


0 | 8 


4 6 


41 18 0 




76 


400 


161 


9 


2 


400 


22 


19 


0 


584 


8 


2 


11 


8 


0 .215 


18 11 


811 15 1 




24 


122 


50 


5 


0 


122 


6 


14 


0 


178 


19 


0 


3 


12 


0 1 85 


9 6 


268 0 g 




106 


532 


233 


1 


8 


532 


32 


16 


6 


797 


18 


2 


15 


18 


0 304 


8 1 


1,118 4 3 


Ardnamurchan 


68 


340 


166 


0 


10 


340 


25 


2 


0 


531 


2 


10 


10 


4 


0 220 


16 9 


762 3 7 


Total . 


278 


1,415 


621 


6 


8 


1,415 


89 


3 


0 


1,125 


9 


8 


41 


14 


0 834 


17 9 


3,002 l 5 



Board of Fisheries, Royal Institution, 
Edinburgh, Nov. 12, 1846. 



No. 7. 

Board of Fisheries, Royal Institution, 

Dbar Sir, Edinburgh, 5th November, 1846. 

Before proceeding to give you instructions for the performance of the new duty on 
which you are now to be employed, I must express the high satisfaction which you have given 
me by the admirable manner in which you have conducted the business of the difficult mission 
from which you have just returned, and I have no doubt you will do your best to execute that 
which I am now to intrust to you with equal zeal, activity, prudence, and success. 

Requesting that you will join the “Princess Royal Cutter” with the least possible delay, 
you will, without loss of time, proceed again to Tiree, and bestow an accurate examination on 
the different natural boat-havens in that island, especially such as are most conveniently situated 
for boats prosecutiug the cod and ling fisheries. 

You will in the first place distinguish and describe each haven under its own respective head, 
and then divide each such head into two sections. 

The first, giving an account of all work, such as excavation, &c., that may be carried on 
for its improvement by common unskilled labourers ; and giving a rough estimate, so 
far as you can do so, of the probable number of hands that could be employed on it, 
and the expense it might cost. 

The second, noticing any work, such as a breakwater, composed entirely of undressed 
stones, or of such stones framed in rough fir-wood, with the probable number of hands 
that might be employed on it, and the probable number of fir-trees that might be re- 
quired, and the probable expense, as nearly as you can estimate. 

Having gone through your report on these havens, you will state, according to the best of 
your judgment, which of them may be considered as the most important for execution, and 
with this view give a comparative statement of their respective merits. 

To assist you in your investigation, and in forming your judgment, I now give you with this 
an extract from a letter from Mr. James Robertson, the Chamberlain of Argyle, addressed 
to the Marquis of Lome, in which he notices some of the havens in Tiree. 

. Having completed your survey of Tiree for the above-mentioned purpose, you will next pro- 
ceed by all manner of expedition to the south-western coast of Inverness-shire, and there give 
an equally accurate inspection of the coasts of Moidart, Arisaig, Morrer, and Knoydart; 
reporting, under the same heads as already described for Tiree, on all the havens that may be 
considered available for boats, specifying, in regard to each haven respectively, whether it re- 
quires anything to be done to it to make it a safe and useful harbour, and if anything does 
require to be done, noticing it under the same heads as I have already specified ; and after this 
particular Report on these havens individually, you will be so good as to state generally, as in 
the case of Tiree, what are the harbours that you would consider as the most important, so 
that the respective merits of each in regard to the others may be perfectly understood. You 
will take care not to omit those of Duinack, Tray, and Malaig ; and to assist you in your inves- 
tigation, I put into your hands an abridged manuscript portion of the map of Scotland, in 
which these havens have been marked. 

If you think that the employment of any practical man from Greenock or elsewhere, accus- 
tomed to labour at such works, would, in any way, aid you in your investigations or estimates, 
you are at liberty to employ such a person, engaging with him on the lowest terms you can, 
and charging the expense in an account to me. 

As before, I must now trust to your own discretion as to your movements in regard to wea- 
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ther, and likewise as to your keeping the object of your investigation strictly secret, as formerly 
instructed previous to your last mission. 

When your survey and report are completed, you will return with the cutter to Oban, or to 
such other place as may enable you to make the most expeditious journey to Edinburgh for the 
delivery of your Report. 

I am, &c , 

(Signed) Thomas Dick Lauder. 

John Stewart , Esq., f< Princess Royal" Cutter , Edinburgh. 



Board of Fisheries, Royal Institution, 

g IR Edinburgh, October 31, 1846. 

With reference to my letter to you of 7th September last, and to the petition of the 
fishermen and others residing in Moidart, Arisaig, Morrer, and Knovdart, which occasioned 
it, I beg to say that it has since occurred to me, that, although I cannot hold out, as I have 
already B slated, any hope of the Board of Fisheries, with the means at present at its command, 
being able to comply with the prayer of that petition, it would yet be very desirable that I 
should be put in possession of such information as may enable me to estimate what the extent 
of the demand really is. . ... 

If, therefore, you could, without giving birth to expectations which most probably may never 
be realized, and which therefore it would be cryel to engender, give me, at your earliest conve- 
nience, a tabular view of the number and size respectively of the boats that would be required 
to give employment to the young men of the district, who are said, in the petition, to be eager 
to follow out the fishing, as well as of the fishing gear required, and the expense of the different 
kinds thereof respectively, I should be very much obliged to you, and it would put me m a 
condition the better to state my own sentiments on the subject, if at any time I should be 
applied to for them. 

The return I want might be made out according to the annexed torm. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Thomas Dick Lauder, 

Coll. M Donald, Esq., Lochsheil, Strontian. Secretary Board of Fisheries. 



A Tabular View of the Number and Size respectively of the Boats required at Moidart, 
Arisaig, Morrer, and Knoydart, together with the amount of Fishing Gear required, 
and the Expense thereof respectively : — 



Length of Keel for 
Boats. 


Expense 
of Boats. 


Names of 
the Crews 

willing to 
work in 
them. 


Amount 
of Herring 
Nets 
wanted. 


Expense 
of Nets. 


Amount 
of Great 
-.ong Lines 
wanted. 


Expense 

thereof. 


Amount 
of Small 
Long Lines 
wanted. 


Expense 

thereof. 


Moidart. 

1 Boat, — ft. keel. 
Arisaig. 

1 Boat, — ft. keel. 
Morrer. 

1 Boat, — ft. keel. 

Knoydart. 

1 Boat, — ft. keel. 


£. d. 


A. B. 
C. D. 
E. F. 
G. H. 
&c. 


Number. 


£. d. 


Number. 


£. s. d. 


Number. 


£. s. d. 



No. 9. 

Board of Fisheries, Royal Institution , 

_ 0 Edinburgh, November 6, 1846. 

Dear Sir, t 

Wira reference to the subject of my letter to you of the 31st ultimo, and to the con- 
versation X had with you to day, I have now to beg that you Witt have the goodness at your 
earliest convenience, to add another tabular view to that ot which I have already sent you the 
Form In this second Table, I should wish you to insert, under the several heads of the 
respective estates belonging to the different proprietors, the whole of the boats now emstin 0 in 
the^ districts of Moidart! Arisaig, and Knoydart which might be made Jfc e ™d 
diate employment in fishing, with the names of the owners or skippers, the^ length of keel, and 
description of boat and rig ; the number of hands that could be employed m her , the repa re 
if any P wanted ; the oars, masts, sails, or other rigging ; and the rudders, cables, and anchors. 
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tliat might be required to fit them out for sea— and this may be all thrown into a Table such 

as that of which I now send you the Form enclosed. 

The oreat point is to make the Return such as will enable me to know what particular boats 

and people belong to each particular estate and proprietor. 

By the time you send me this Return, which I hope will be soon, I shall probably be pre- 
pared to write you again. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Thomas Dick Lauder, 

Coll. ISO Donald, Esq., Edinburgh. Secretary Board of Fisheries. 



A Tabular View of the Number and Size respectively of Fishing Boats at Motdart, 
Arisaig, Morrer, and Knoydart, distinguishing the Owners’ Names, and the other parti- 
culars under mentioned, with the probable expense thereof, and also classifying the above 
Districts under the Heads of respective Estates and Proprietors. 



Owners’ Names. | 


j Length of Keel, l 


Number of Hands | 
j capable of being 
employed. 


Repairs, Oars, Masts, 
Sails, or other Rigging; 
Rudders, Cables, or 
Anchors wanted. 


Probable 

Expense. 




Feet. 


No. 




£. *. d. 



Moidart. — Classifying under heads of respective estates and proprietors. 
Arisaig. — Classifying under heads of respective estates and proprietors. 



Morrer. — Classifying under heads of respective estates and proprietors. 
Knoydart. — Classifying under heads of respective estates and proprietors. 



Board of Fisheries, Royal Institution , 

Dear Sir. Edinburgh, October 28, 1846. 

After having read to you a letter from Mr. Sinclair, of Lybster, transmitting a state- 
ment of the circumstances connected with the harbour there, which points out the importance 
of something being done for the improvement of the harbour there, by the l'emoval of rocks 
and large stones from the Fairway, — and having given you verbally my general instructions 
for its examination, I think it right to give you this letter for your guidance. 

You will have the goodness to proceed, with as little delay as possible, with the “ Cuckoo” 
steam vessel, under your command, to the Moray Fii'th, for the purpose of thoroughly and 
completely inspecting and reporting on the present state of the harbour at Lybster, and like- 
wise as to what, in your opinion, would require to be done to make it perfect for fishery pur- 
poses. In doing this, you will take care to classify the works under two distinct heads. 

The first head to include all such operations of the nature of excavation, removal of obsta- 
cles, &c., which might be accomplished by the employment of the ordinary population of the 
country, that is to say, by the mere bodily labour of unskilful persons. 

The second head to include all such works as piers, &c., which can only be constructed by 
labourers possessing a certain degree of skill, as in hewing or laying stones, &c. 

I should wish you also to state, in round numbers, and to the best of your judgment, what 
might probably be the expense that would require to be provided for under each of these two 
heads respectively. 

You will have the goodness to make your report as full and satisfactory as possible, adding 
any information which you may consider valuable to that which I have specifically requested 
in this letter. 

In taking soundings or measurements, or making any observations or inquiries, you will be 
so good as carefully to conceal the object you have in view, so as, if possible, to keep the inten- 
tion of your present mission entirely within your own breast, and when you have collected all 
your materials, and drawn up your report, you will make the best of your way hack to Leith, 
to deliver it into my hands. 

Believe me, &c. 

_ . „ , „ r n (Signed,) Thomas Dick Lauder, 

Lieut. Parks, H. M. Steam-vessel Cuckoo ,” 

Leith Roads. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir E. Coffin. 



Before taking any step on this 
tressed districts oil the western coast of 
shall be glad to have your opinion upon 



Treasury, November 17, 1846. 
plan for relieving some of the most dis- 
Scotland, by acting upon the fisheries, we 
it. 
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There can he no doubt that if the fishermen were assisted with gear and tackle 
in the manner proposed, and their operations were properly supported and directed, 
by the establishment of well organized curing stations by the proprietors, and by pro- 
per superintendence on the part of the officers of the Board of Fisheries, valuable 
assistance would be afforded towards enabling the inhabitants of these districts not 
only to get through the present trying season, but to maintain themselves perma- 
nently in an industrious and creditable manner. 

The principle involved in the proposition of an unequivocal return to Govern- 
ment subsidies in aid of this branch of business, is the only thing which I regard 
with apprehension ; and the point to which I shall be obliged to you particularly to 
direct your attention is, how far this ought to be considered as constituting an 
objection to the plan. . . 

I have no fear of the precedent being attended with any inconvenience in 
Ireland. The payment proposed to be required from the landed proprietors ot hall 
the expense of the gear and tackle, and the circumstance of the whole responsi- 
bility of forming and maintaining the curing establishments being thrown on them, 
will prevent our being urged to extend the measure. . 

But is there such a decided line of distinction between the particular districts in 
Scotland to which this assistance is proposed to be given, and other districts more 
or less engaged in the fishery, as would enable us to decline, with good reason, any 
applications that might be pressed upon us in behalf of districts not included in 
Sir T. D. Lauder’s Report? 



Sir E. Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Bath, November 18, 1846. 

I hate read with much attention the papers herewith returned, and 
although Sir T. D. Lauder’s remarks, proceedings, and plans seem to me generally 
verv ifdicious, I cannot divest myself of doubts of the expediency of his proposal 
of giving assistance of any kind to the fishermen gratuitously. _ 1 he districts named 
hv him are, I believe, among the most necessitous, yet not in this respect so de- 
cidedly inferior to many others on the same line of coast as to justify the exclusion 
of the hitter from a similar boon, should it be demanded. But the objection to the 
gift of aid in tackle, &c., does not, in my opinion, apply so much to the future 
^convenience of the precedent, as to the probable present effect of it on the success 
of the measure. I think it may be deemed an almost invariable rule that men set 
little value on that which is acquired without cost, and may be misused or neglected 
without sensible loss to themselves ; and, although the fishermen whom it B pro- 
I f nLoiii/i he unable to pay in money, now or hereafter, foi the geai 

supplied to them, it does not seem to follow that the distribution should be there- 
fore unconditional, and the abuse of it be exempted from any consequences which 
they con immediately feel. In any case, it would aparenbly be advisable to con- 
sider it as a loan rather than a gift, and to reserve a power of reclaiming it it not 
aunlied to the intended object, or of enforcing payment of the value if necessary , 
and the ultimate gift of the articles thus lent might be made contingent on a cei- 
Sn “of success or of exertion in the use ofthem. A“y £ cti^le = e- 
mentof this kind would, in my opinion, be preferable to letting the fisneimen 
that the mere fact of poverty entitles them to gratuitous aid m any shape, 
for P this instead of stimulating their efforts, would tend to withdraw all incentives 

t0 Z'respet r“ g r q d n U eSn of the propriety of any pecuniary aid from 
the Government in promoting the object in view, I do not feel myself competent to 
. U uLuetl answer Setting aside the considerations of national 

give an equally ' , deeme J to involve, I think that the obligation of 

policy which it m y J benefit of the people resident on their estates, the 
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claim to it, no extensive success can be looked for unless it be afforded. On this 
o-round alone 1 would venture to recommend the measure, which does not appear 
to demand such an expenditure as renders the experiment alarming. 



Mr. Loch to Mr. Trevelyan. 

12, Albemarle Street, November 19, 1846. 

I have read the papers which you put into my hands this morning, regarding 
a proposal made by Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, to help the people of certain portions 
of the west Highlands and of the Hebrides during the present destitution unhappily 
prevailing in these distiicts. 

I can only pretend to make a very few observations on them, being unacquainted 
■with these localities : but from experience I can state that there is no such difficult 
problem as the question of encouraging the fisheries in the Highlands. 

The natives are in general averse to going to sea ; they generally hold certain 
portions of land fit for culture, to which some hill pasture is attached. They have 
by degrees been induced to engage in the herring fishing, but, except in a very 
few instances, they have not taken to the cod and ling fishing. 

Many years ago premiums were offered by the late Duke of Sutherland for the 
greatest number of fish caught, first on the shores of the Moray Frith, and next in 
Assynt, situated upon the Atlantic. These prizes had some effect, but the want of 
markets in both cases checked the progress of the attempt. In the Reay country, 
Mr. Anderson, encouraged by Lord Reay, for some years successfully prosecuted the 
cod and ling fishing at Rispond, a creek upon the north coast, and at Oldsheris 
on the west coast; but by degrees this attempt also was abandoned. 

Latterly Mr. Mackay, of Sand wood, has carried on the curing of cod and ling 
with success, on the west coast near Loch Inchard ; but stranger boats from the 
Moray Frith, and, I believe, also some from England, and not the inhabitants, have 
been the successful fishermen. On the north coast some curers of Wick having 
become purchasers of dried fish, the people of Armadale, Portskerra, and some of 
the other creeks, have caught and cured a good many fish. They have been very 
recently assisted by the Duke of Sutherland affording them some hooks and lines. 

In Assynt the same has beeu done, the same having been previously done by the 
late Duke, without any extensive or permanent effect being the result. 

Previous to the late potato failure it was anxiously considered how these fishings 
could be made a source of industry to the people, and, after mature deliberation, it 
was decided that the first step should be the establishment of a boat’s crew from 
the Moray Frith, whose example might encourage the natives. The next step 
was to construct small piers, or landing-places, at which the boats might lie in all, 
or in most weathers. These are ordered, and in some cases done. The last step 
was to offer sites for houses and gardens only, on advantageous terms to the young 
men, so as to disunite the pursuit of fisherman from the holder of land. 

To these are added, upon Sir Thomas Dick Lauder’s suggestion, the renewal 
of premiums. 

These details are given to show that it is at least doubtful whether any imme- 
diate relief can he expected (from an increased number of fish caught) to the pre- 
sent misery under which these districts labour ; and it is even doubtful whether 
the measures suggested will, of themselves, he ultimately successful in promoting 
this branch of industry. But I must again beg to state that my being unac- 
quainted with the particular places referred to may render my experience in other 
parts of the Highlands inapplicable. It ought to be borne in mind that the price 
of all salted and cured fish has fallen much this year, in consequence of the failure 
of the potato crop. The best substitute for the potato is barley meal, and a little 
experience will probably suggest others. 

There is no truth more true than that which is given is little valued. So has it 
been the case in the instances that have been adduced. The next point is to 
induce the people to be more industrious ; but this will not be soon, so long as 
they are contented with the produce of their lot and cattle, and of the herring 
fishery. To do this, a more speedy communication with the South, and a regular 
market for their produce is required. Such has been afforded to them this year 
on the West coast, and will be extended. In making these observations it must not 
be omitted to remark that they have even now made great advances in getting 
boats, nets, and clothing of a superior character and quality. But their want of 
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exertion, in some instances, is well exemplified from the fact that at Tongue 
House, the gentleman residing there cannot get a supply of fish, although he lias 
offered to take all that may be caught. 

With such facts before you, may I again ask whether any immediate result 
could be expected to meet the present difficulty ? Expecting no such result, the 
Duke of Sutherland, besides offering premiums for the encouragement of the 
fishings, has resolved to give his relief in work, in the construction of roads, 
draining, and on small piers and landing-places. 

In the D unraven and Tongue districts many of the young men have gone South 
to railway labour. In the more remote part of the latter district a small aid in 
money was advanced to them, on their and their parents’ note, to help them South. 
The same was offered to the Scowrie, or western district, but none have as yet 
availed themselves of this offer. 

It is most creditable to these young men that they have remitted a portion of 
their gains to their parents and families, as has been the case of some who several 
years ago went to France to work on the railways there. 

Not having any great expectation of any plan such as that recommended by Sir 
Thomas Dick Lauder being very effectual or immediate, I have found myself bound 
to state what occurs to me on it. At the same time it may do good in the districts 
referred to, if the landlords are made parties to it, and if they are made responsible 
for the repayment of a portion of the advance ; I cannot persuade myself that the 
people themselves will ever repay any part of it. I agree in all that Commissary- 
General Coffin says in his letter, which is full of excellent good sense. It cannot 
be denied that this sort of aid, whether given by the public or by an individual, is 
against all principle, and only to be justified by the extremity of the case to be 
cured, and in carrying out the cure care must he taken to injure the constitution as 
little as possible. 

Excuse this long and tedious letter. I felt some difficulty in giving an opinion 
against Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, and which opinion might interfere with the 
benevolent intentions of the Government ; I therefore preferred, as I have before 
said, to state the result of my own experience, than to offer a direct opinion on the 
particular subject discussed in these papers. 

Sir Thomas Dick Lauder has great experience and many appliances at command 
which an individual has not, especially in having at his command a set of excellent 
and experienced officers to direct the energy, perhaps I should say to rouse the 
energy, of the population of these districts. 



Treasury Minute. 

December 1st, 1S46. 

On the 29tli of September last, a communication was made by their Lord- 
ships’ desire to Sir T. D. Lauder, the Secretary to the Fishery Board for 
Scotland, with a view to ascertain how far the scarcity arising from the failure of 
the potato crop on the north-west coast of Scotland might be alleviated by obtain- 
ing increased supplies of food from the fisheries; and my Lords have now before 
them a Report which has been prepared in consequence by Sir T. D. Lauder, 
dated the 13lh instant, together with the remarks which have been made upon it 
by Commissary- General Sir E. Coffin, and a paper which has been furnished at 
their Lordships’ request by J. Loch, Esq., M.P., whose long experience of the 
subject gives a particular value to any suggestions that may be made by him. 

Sir T. D. Lauder states that the most pressing applications have been made in 
consequence of present or apprehended destitution from the Ross of Mull, Iona, 
and Tiree, which belong to the Duke of Argyll ; Coll, which belongs to Mr. 
Maclean of Coll; and Ardnamurchan, which is the property of Sir James Miles 
Riddell, Bart. -and he proposes the following plan for encouraging the fisheries 
in these districts : — 

“ That the landed proprietors are to be ‘taken bound ’ to have curers on the spot 
" to whom the fish are to be handed over for cure, the fishermen who catch them 
“ being paid a fair price for the fresh fish on delivery, either in money or food, and 
« the fish either in a fresh or salted state being disposed of by the proprietor to the 
£f people in general at moderate prices. 
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.. The sum of 3,002/. Is. 5 i. to be appropriated for the purpose of giving active 
‘ employment in the fisheries to the following hands,— that is. 



532 


bands 


in 


the Ross of Mull, 


122 


do. 


in 


Iona, 


400 


do. 


in 


Tiree, 


21 


do. 


in 


Coll, 


340 


do. 


in 


Arduamurchan ; 



being in all 1,415 bands. 

.< This sum to be employed in fitting out the boats belonging to the fishermen in 
“ the above-mentioned districts with anchors, cables, oars, sails and rigging, and m 
tf Drovidins books and lines for their crews. . , , c 

■' The distribution of these articles to be effected through the agency of a 
.. respectable contractor from Greenock under the superintendence of the officers of 
" the Fishery Board, and under the eye of the factor or person appointed by the pro- 
“ prietor, in order that he may see and he satisfied that all is collect. 

^ That one half of the expenditure should in each ease be provided by the propne- 
« tors n consideration of the permanent benefit to then- estates from the adoption of 
« toe measures, and in order to secure their co-operation ,n checking every 
“ description of improper expenditure of the aggregate sum to be employed. 

Thatthe articles should be given to the fishermen gratis because, if repayment 
« were required, unworthy and reckless persons would take the supplies and promise 
“ to pay for them afterwards, without ever having any intention of making good 
■■ that promise, and so it would tend to demoralization ; and mien of puiei punciples 
“ might he deterred from availing themselves of the boon by the dread of nevei having 
it in tlieir power to make good tlie price. 

fc That if any acknowledgment is taken for the value of the articles it should be 
“ as an additional check on the proper employment of them, and that the parties 
ce should be told that they will he narrowly watched, and if they do not make the best 
“ use of the articles in their power for a certain limited period, they will be taken 

^ And lastly, that one or more prizes should he given to the boats crews who 

“ should have taken most fish.” , 

As the objects proposed by this plan would, under ordinary circumstances, be more 
economically and effectually attained by the agency of the proprietors whose duty 
and interest it is to encourage their population to form habits of productive 
industry, and some of whom, acting in this spirit, have in other parts of Scotland, at 
much pains and cost, established prosperous fisheries m connection with then- 
estates, their Lordships’ regret that the Government should be called upon to 
interfere in the maimer proposed, and they are of opinion that the only justification 
for such a step is to he found in the preseat destitute condition ot a portion ot 
the population in the north-western part of Scotland, and in the urgent necessity 
which exists for providing additional means oi profitable employment lor them 
suited to their habits of life, and to the capabilities of the district. . 

The details of the plan proposed by Sir T. D. Lauder appear to tlieir Lordships 
to he generally well adapted to accomplish the objects in view, and the only point 
on which they cannot concur with him is in the proposal that the articles shouk 
be given to the fishermen without requiring repayment for them. The bad 
effect of such a precedent, not only upon the immediate recipients, but also upon 
the whole of the neighbouring population, who might consider themselves equally 
entitled to he the objects of the gratuitous aid of the Government, would outweigh, 
in tlie opinion of this Board, any advantage that could be obtained from it. 

In order to meet the difficulties stated by Sir T. D. Lauder as likely to attend 
the plan of requiring repayment, their Lordships’ desire that the articles may he 
given on credit only to persons of respectable character, and who would he likely, 
from their previous habits and connections, to turn them to good account ; that the 
articles be resumed if the best practicable use be not made of them for a certain 
specified period ; and that effectual precautions be taken, through the medium ot 
inspections by the officers of the Board of Fisheries, to ascertain that this condition is 
properly complied with. Every necessary indulgence may be allowed in regard 
to the period of repayment ; but it is their Lordships’ desire that it may be fully 
understood from the first that repayment will, at the proper time, be strictly 
required. 
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It is their Lordships’ intention that the proposed plan should be carried into 
effect under the sole responsibility and superintendence of the Board constituted 
by Act of Parliament for the encouragement of the Scotch fisheries, with the 
assistance of the able and experienced officers serving under that Board, and the 
steps which will have to be taken will be shortly as follows : — 

Firstly. The sum of 3,000/. is to be considered as appropriated to the object of 
encouraging fisheries in the Ross of Mull, IoDa, Tiree, Coll, and Ardnamurchan, 
in the proportion of the fishing population belonging to each of those districts. 

Secondly. A communication should be made by Sir T. D. Lauder to the Proprie- 
tors of the above-mentioned districts, explaining to them the nature of the plan 
which is proposed for the establishment of permanent fisheries on their estates, and 
stating that their Lordships will be willing to advance half of that proportion of 
the sum of 3,000/., which falls to the share of their respective estates, provided 
they will undertake to advance the other half, and to place it at the disposal of the 
Fishery Board, to be dealt with according to the arrangements described, and will 
agree to form, entirely at their own expense and risk, proper curing establishments 
on their estates, where the fish will be purchased at a fair price, and cured either for 
consumption on the spot or for transmission to more distant markets, as may be 
found to be most advantageous. And, 

Thirdly. When any of the abovementioned proprietors shall have paid to the 
Fishery Board his proportion of the expense, and shall have satisfied the Board 
in regard to the arrangements to be made by him for the establishment of a proper 
curing station, their Lordships will be prepared, on receiving a report from Sir 
T. D. Lauder, to advance the remaining moiety, in order that the fishery on that 
particular estate may be prosecuted according to the plan which has been sanc- 
tioned. 

In the concluding part of his Report Sir T. D. Lauder states that lie has 
adopted measures for enquiring how far moderate sums of money might, with ad- 
vantage, be expended in the erection or improvement of fishery piers on the north- 
western coast of Scotland. 

Their Lordships will consider this part of the subject when they have before 
them the promised Report ; but in the mean time they desire that it may be under- 
stood that any extraordinary assistance which may be given from public funds, 
will be strictly confined to the distressed districts on the north-west coast of 
Scotland, and that, even in this case, it will only be given on condition that the 
landed proprietors, or other parties interested, contribute at least half the expense. 

Transmit a copy of this minute to Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, for the information 
and guidance of the Board of Fisheries. 

Also transmit a copy to Commissary-General Sir E. Coffin, for his information. 



The Marquis of Lorne to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Stafford House, December 7, 1846. 

I have to thank you for your kindness in furnishing me with copies of 
the Treasury Minute of December 1st, in respect to the fisheries of the west 
coast of Scotland. 

I feel hound to make a few remarks on that document, which occur to me 
at first sight, which may not therefore be founded on due consideration, hut 
which, if agreed in by the proprietors whom the Minute concerns, or any one 
of them, will have to he intimated more formally to the Lords of the Treasury. 

The two facts on which my remarks are founded are these : — 

1st. That a loan of 1500/. is offered to three proprietors, through the 
Board of Fisheries, on condition of an outlay on their part of the same 
amount. 

2nd. That this proposal is accompanied by a distinctly expressed 
censure or animadversion on those proprietors for having required the 
assistance of Government at all, in the manner offered. 

Under these circumstances, two courses, and hut two, are opened to the pro- 
prietors concerned. Either, respectfully to decline the proposal of their 
Lordships, if accompanied by the censure to which I have alluded. Or, 
secondly, to accept the proposal under a distinct protest that they considei the 

M K 
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censure undeserved; and that in accepting the proposal they deny the justice or 

5X6 "S ia ,m,k — * 

|to be|ken is definitely 
fivfd by thTwords which follow. “Their Lordships regret that the .Govem- 

LorSpf 1 '^J 8 o e I<5," justification 0 ; and that even in 

nSent cLumstonces, it is one calling for an expression of their Lordships 
reo-ret In addition, there is a direct comparison made, and by implication a 
contrast drawn between the three proprietors named, and others m other parts 

01 The ™tnds on which it appears to me, that these remarks ought not to be 
received in silence by the proprietors referred to, are two first, public grounds, 

* O^pubC'ttomX^W cannot admit the truth of the position, that the 
encouragement of fisheries is an object which lies exclusively on individual 
pZrLtors, oris one which Government, evenin ordinary circumstances, may not 
be legitimately “ called upon” to promote. The establishment of the Boaid of 
Fisheries, “constituted,” as their Lordships themselves express it, by Act of 
Parliament for the encouragement of the Scottish Fisheries, is a standing mid 
distinct admission, that that duty does not exclusively lie and cannot be ade- 
quately performed, by the separate exertions of individual proprietois. On this 
point, I speak in unison with the opinions of all the proprietors oi the county of 
Argyll in whose resolutions lately forwarded to the Government through the 
Lord Lieutenant, you will find it stated, I think, that “the encouragement oi 
the fisheries has always been an object ol national concern. It has been so 
considered, I believe, by all countries in modern times having interest in a 
maritime population. On these grounds, then, the proprietors named m the 
Treasury Minute, cannot, consistently with their opinions, as expressed in the 
county resolutions, agree in the position, that an application to Government or 
the encouragement of the fisheries, through a Board established for that purpose 
by the law, is “ such a step” as in any circumstances could be “unjustifiable or 

deserving their Lordships’ “regret.” ■ • . , , 

On private grounds, also, their Lordships remark calls for some reply from 
the proprietors to whom it refers. , „ 

1st. Those proprietors are not the only parties who have taken such a step 
as to apply to Government through the Board of Fisheries. They were joined 
and supported in that application by a general meeting of the Commissioners ot 
Supply for the county of Argyll. In that meeting, the Lord Lieutenant pre- 
sided, and to the resolutions came to, he signed his name. In accepting the 
proposal, therefore, made by the Lords of the Treasury, the proprietors named 
could not suffer it to he implied that a special exception is made hi their favour, 
or any assistance given which would not be given to any other proprietor simi- 
larly circumstanced in reference to a large fishing population. , 

But secondly, I think the three proprietors, I speak at least for the Duke oi 
Argyll, have just reason to complain of the somewhat invidious comparison 
which is drawn between them and certain other proprietors to . whom their 
Lordships refer. Such comparisons can never be fairly drawn without taking 
into account all the circumstances of the respective cases. On the Duke o 
Argyll’s estates, the population has never hitherto been obliged to depend on 
the sea for food. The people have all had land sufficient, under the potato 
system, to support them. The failure of that system none could foresee. Ye 
even under these circumstances, premiums for fishing have long been established 
on the Duke’s estates ; 'and the present Duke’s father went to very considerable 
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trouble and expense in endeavouring to establish a more systematic trade in 
white fish. It is true that that measure, in great degree, failed, chiefly through the 
want of energy among the people in its support. I am not prepared to say 
that long and continued exertion and expenditure might not have succeeded. 
But, on this point, the present Duke cannot allow himself to be held responsible. 
Nor does it appear, that the proportion of fishermen to the amount of the 
population on his estates, bears a very disadvantageous comparison with that 
found in most districts of the Western Highlands. It appears from their 
Lordships’ Minute, that on those estates there are 1054 who have given in their 
names as fishermen ; and the whole population does not exceed 7000 souls. 

On the whole, then, I must express my regret that the Lords of the Treasury, 
if they deemed it their public duty to agree to the proposal made by Sir T. D. 
Lauder, and in a document where three individual proprietors are specially 
named, should have thought it necessary to accompany their approval with 
expressions which must appear invidious to those proprietors. The latter 
cannot allow it to be intimated, that in the application to which they were 
parties, they acted on any other than public grounds ; or that, hi accepting assist- 
ance for their people in carrying on the fisheries, they are taking a step at 
variance with the strictest view of the natural functions of the Government m 
respect to this branch of the industrial resources of the country ; still less, that 
it is one involving any mere personal favour, or which, under any circumstances 
whatever, could be “ unjustifiable.” 

From the state of the Duke of Argyll’s health, he is m a great measure 
precluded from writing on matters of business. In what I have said, I speak in 
his name, so far as I have yet considered the subject. I should be glad, it subse- 
quent consideration enabled me to see that I have taken a mistaken view oi the 
Minute. In the mean time, I have felt it due to the Duke s position in the 
matter, to represent my first impressions. t , .. 

To yourself and to others who have taken personal trouble m regard to it, 
I beg to return my best thanks. . . , . 

I have confined myself in this letter to the terms in which the proposal 
is made. On the plan itself, I shall perhaps have some remarks to offer at a 
future time. 



The Marquis of Lorne to Mr. Trevelyan. 

December 8, 1846. 

I enclose a memorandum I have drawn up on the merits of the fishing 
nlnn itself You will see, I think, that in the event of an extensive emigration 
fc &ald°rffyree, which we shal! do all in empower o ^ 

“gaged, more 

oXsf’hffiSg f lmt Population comprehends exactly the sort of people whom 
"e hope to geT rid of, because they never can be either good fishermen or good 

f ”hy no means that considered merely as a plan to fed fte people 
ill arranging it. . fu ii v to you the objection to the 

% ST. s - - - i — ” 

against a censure which seems to me to i he 7 , f , f u ndhj tbe best 

?he duVof the proprietors to enter into it. 



K 2 
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Enclosure. 

(. Memorandum .) 

The plan involves the expenditure on the Duke’s part of about 1 1001. 

The total expense estimated for his estates is as follows 

£. s. d. 

Tiree • • • • 811 15 1 

Iona 268 0 6 

Ross of Mull . a 1118 4 3 

£ 2197 19 10 

Of this one-half is advanced by the proprietor, or 1098Z. 19*. lid., which may be stated 

at There will also be the expense, besides, of curers and a curing establishment. 

Before entering into such a plan, it is necessary for the Duke to consider well whether so 
considerable a surn might uot be more advantageously disposed of as regards the permanent 

improvement of those estates and the condition of the people. 

The first consideration which occurs is, that no permanent improvement of the people on those 
estates can be effected without a very considerable emigration. This arises from the fact that 
the population is far too dense. The land is subdivided among them in small lots, from which, 
under the potato system, they derived their principal subsistence. They fish only occasionally, 
but almost all do so fish, having what is called a share in a boat, if they have not one of their 
own. But it is quite clear that so long as plots of land continue to be their principal subsist- 
ence they never can be good fishermen. For the establishment of a white fishery it is indis- 
pensable that a separate body of men devote themselves to it as their sole employment. And 
it results from this view that one-half the sum which would be requisite to render efficient all 
the boats employed in the present desultory mode of fishing would, if directed, as it were, to one 
spot set up a new system altogether, and pay for the establishment of an active corps of east 
country fishermen, who would give employment to as many of the native population as would 
devote themselves to the trade. . 

But the most serious practical objection to the plan is that tackle, &c., is to be advanced on 
credit to boats' crews, a large number of whom ought, and many of whom probably will, leave 
the islands next spring. This will especially appear from the number of “ fishermen" reported 
to exist in the Ross of Mull: the whole population, of that estate does not much exceed 2000 
people. It is quite evident, therefore, that 532 hands must be the whole male adult population, 
or nearly so. Those of them who are heads of families have all lots of land. They can never, 
therefore, be good fishermen, nor can they be good farmers. Those who are to have land per- 
manently must have larger divisions, whilst those who are expected to be permanently fishermen 
must be separated more from agriculture. Would it be wise, then, on the eve — at least as we 
hope — of a considerable emigration, to spend so large a sum in attempting to fit out completely 
this population as fishermen? Many of those in whose names the tackle, &c., would be advanced, 
may be among the emigrants; and in the course of the winter and spring it can hardly be ex- 
pected that they will be able to repay the amount. 

The plan, therefore, can only be considered as an expedient to enable the people to get food 
this winter. But this is only a temporary object ; and may not that object be more cheaply 
effected ? This is a matter for consideration. 

But the principle on which the plan is founded is excellent if directed, not so much to the 
mere temporary feeding of the people, as to the setting a-going of more systematic induslry in 
the fisheries. I have stated the grounds on which it appears to me to be hopeless to make all 
the present population who fish occasionally good fishermen, viz., because they are mainly agri- 
cultural, and only take to fishing as a temporary resource. 

But might not the principle be applied on a smaller scale ? For instance, might not a certain 
number of crews be selected who are more of fishermen than the rest, and who, under the en- 
couragement given by the plan, might devote themselves now principally, and at last wholly, to 
the white fishery ? Those ought to be selected whom it is desirable to retain on the islaud when 
emigration is going on. 

This would be, in fact, the same plan, only involving, perhaps, less outlay, and tending more 
directly to that which is the great object of the Board of Fisheries, viz., the encouragement of a 
permanent trade. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Marquis of Lorne. 

December 12, 1846. 

I can assure your Lordship that the passage in the Treasury Minute .of 
the 1st instant, to which you allude in your letter to me of the 7th, was not in- 
tended as a censure on the landed proprietors concerned, but as a defence of the 
line of conduct adopted by the Government as described in the subsequent part 
of the Minute. The “regret” expressed was, that the Government should have 
to interfere in a manner and to an extent beyond what has been customary, at 
least of late years, and the “justification” set up was of the conduct of the Go- 
vernment in so interfering. 
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Our Irish experience has given us such a painful impression of the immense 
evils to society arising from a hahit of dependence on the Government — paralysing, 
as it does, every other exertion, and demoralising all classes of the people — that 
we felt that the introduction into Scottish affairs of anything that has that ap- 
pearance required an apology, and that the measure ought to be guarded in such 
a way as to prevent the infection from being really communicated. 

The proprietors who had succeeded in establishing thriving fisheries on their 
estates were alluded to as constituting the strongest part of the case against us, 
and it was therefore necessary to show that we were aware of the fact, and that 
the public emergency was nevertheless considered to be such as to require the 
intervention of the Government in a peculiar manner. 

I much regret that the expressions which have been used m the Treasury 
Minute with the above object should have given your Lordship the painful im- 
pression you have received from them, and which, I repeat, was never for a 
moment contemplated or intended. I shall be glad if some means can be adopted 
of satisfying your feelings on this point, and I would suggest for your considera- 
tion whether your Lordship’s letter, which appears to me to be much to the 
purpose, should not be printed with the Minute when the papers come to belaid 

before Parliament. „ , , . , t j 

The circumstances mentioned in the separate Memorandum which your Lord- 
ship has been so kind as to send me, appear to me to bear out the conclusion at 
which you have arrived of its being desirable to select for equipment as fishermen 
a certain number of persons who are not likely to emigrate m the spring, and 
whose portions of land are not sufficiently large seriously to mteifeie with then 
fishing. Having reason to believe that this last-mentioned difficulty had been 
experienced on the coast bf Sutherlandshire, I asked Mr. Loch what course 
lie\iad been in the habit of pursuing in regard to it, and he told me that he 
endeavoured gradually to wean the Sutherlandshire fishermen i from their agri- 
cultural occupations, Ind that when young men required a settlement as fishe^ 
men he took care that they only got land enough for a vegetable gulden. 
Macleod of Macleod, to whom I also spoke about it, on the contrary, appeared 
to make "of the matter, and said that his fishermen had time enough 
to motivate their lots when they could not go to sea, to say nothing of the 
-iccistnTire thev received from their wives and children. 

"for Lme time past been sensible of the more than usual difficulties 
i • i lii-pW +n attend vour Lordship’s management of some paits of the 

question to ask or a suggestion to make. 

Mr. Young to Lord John Russell. 

31, Dundas-street, 

. Edinburgh , December 9, 1846. 

While great attention has very properly been devoted .to 'the mcourage- 

2S£ 

We hear at present of great destitution^ m i ’ has been de fi c i en t; 

and Islands of Scotland, merely “Xswhich providence has other- 

but considering out msulai ' f humbB of opinion, that with proper attention 
toorafeto !we°needbe ’under no fear of temporary want, and still less of 

^Under this impression, I a ^V^^^^p aa y e be ^^ 0 ^^e^plancmitraip^^ 
able progress m establishing a fishing P J b £ of Companies, upon the 

in the enclosed prospectus ; ^ ^Britain and Ireland, I am 

same plan, can be framed nutritious food for the natives of the United 

qle suffident 1 meet any deficiency in the products of the land, 
when that event unfortunately omu» Great Britain and Ireland at all 

ot " able com - 
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modify, will necessarily form a most important nursery for seamen, because one 
welled smack requires to be manned by at least four men and six boys; and 
hundreds of such vessels may be very profitably employed in the fisheries. 

If your Lordship shall be pleased to view this matter m the same light m 
which it has occurred to me and various other individuals, I hope that Her 
Majesty’s Government will give encouragement to the plan : and I shall he very 
happy to communicate any additional information which your Lordship may he 
pleased to require. 

Enclosure. 

Prospectus of the Caledonian Deep Sea Fishing Company. 

Capital, 100,0001., divided into 40,000 Shares of ‘21. 10<. each. 

It is well known that the seas around the shores of Scotland abound with numerous kinds 
of fish, of fine quality in their proper seasons; but this mine of wealth is in a great measure 
neglected, and our markets are, in consequence, at times sparingly supplied, and too often with 

want of proper arrangements. The mode of fishing heretofore 
practised with open boats is quite unsuitable, and is, moreover, dangerous to the lives of the 
fishermen employed, many of whom unfortunately perish almost every year. 

To remedy this, it is proposed to form a joint stock Company, with a larp capital, and to 
prosecute the deep sea fishing with decked vessels, having wells amidship, such as the Harwich 
smacks, which provide supplies for the London markets. By this mode the fish can be kept 
alive until they are landed, and their quality will avoid deterioration. 

One of the fishing stations will be the Mar Bank, situated about twenty miles to the east- 
ward of the Island of May. That bank is from eighteen to twenty miles in length, and nearly 
six miles in hreadth, and abounds with fish of fine quality, such as cod, lmg, halibut, skate, 
turbot, soles, haddocks, whitings, &c. . . v , 

It is very evident that every householder is interested to a certain extent in forwarding such a 
useful undertaking. A good supply of fine fresh fish, at moderate prices, is always desirable 
as an article of food, and it will tend to keep down the prices of butcher meat, which are at 
present unquestionably high. . . . 

As numerous railways are now intersecting the country, they will help to render this invest- 
ment not only profitable, but also safe, as large quantities of fish can be conveyed in a few hours 
to towns in the interior in a perfectly fresh state. , 

Arrangements will, of course, be made to give good and constant employment to the fisher- 
men now engaged in the business, who will thus be enabled to provide for themselves and their 
families without any risk of losing their lives in stormy weather. 

It is proposed to limit the risk of each shareholder to the number of shares winch he holds m 
the undertaking, and for this purpose an application will be made for an Act of Parliament if 
found needful. 

. The following is proposed to be the plan of the Company, viz. : — 

1st, That the nam.e or designation of the Company shall be “ The Caledonian Deep Sea 
Fuhing Company?' _ . 

‘2nd, That the capital stock of the Company shall be 100,000?., divided into 40,000 shares, 
of the value of 2?. 10s. each, to be paid in such proportions, not exceeding 5s. per share, and 
at such separate periods as the Directors may find to be needful and expedient. 

3rd, That the Committee of Management shall consist of a Chairman, Deputy- Chairman, 
seven Directors, and three Trustees. 

4th, That the Chairman, Deputy-Chairman, and Directors shall have the power (subject to 
the control of general meetings) of nominating the Manager, Agents, and other persons 
employed in the service of the Company. 

5th, That every shareholder shall be entitled to subscribe for, and to hold, such number of 
shares in the undertaking as he may think fit. 

6th, That, as soon as 20,000 shares are applied for, a general meeting; shall be called for the 
purpose of constituting the Company, electing office-bearers, and adjusting the articles of 
partnership, &c. 

7th, That eveTy applicant shall be liable for, and bound to pay, one shilling per share 
towards the expenses of forming the Company. 

Applications for shares may be addressed to John Young, Solicitor in the Supreme Courts, 
at his Chambers, No. 31, Dundas-street, Edinburgh. 



The Hon. Lieut. -Colonel Keppel to Mr. Young. 

Treasury , December 11, 1846. 

In reply to your letter dated the 9th instant, enclosing a prospectus for 
the establishment of a Deep Sea Fishing Company, and expressing your hope that 
Her Majesty’s Government will give encouragement to the plan, I am directed 
by Lord John Russell to state, that the successful prosecution of our national 
fisheries is, in his opinion, an important object ; hut that it can be best attained 
by private enterprise, without the interference of the Government. 
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Report regarding tlie Creeks which are capable of being improved, so as to be 
rendered efficient for securing the safety of Fishing-Boats and Craft in the 
Islands of Tiree and Coll, and on the Coasts of Knoydart, North 
Morrer, South Morrer, Arisaig, and Moibart. 



Mr. John Stewart, commander of the Board of Fisheries cutter, “ The 
Princess Royal,” having been despatched by me to examine the different creeks 
capable of improvement in the above districts, according to my letter of instruc- 
tions to him of the 5th November, printed as No. 7 in my last Report, having 
returned to Edinburgh after the completion of his survey, I have since been 
engaged in assisting him to digest the materials collected by him into the Report 
which bears his signature, and a copy of which is hereunto attached. 1 his, ancl 
the tabular view of the harbours, and of the number of hands and the sums oi 
money required to complete them, which I have drawn up and appended to the 
Report, will, I hope, enable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty s Treasury 
to form a judgment regarding them ; and in order to enable them the better to 
do so I have numbered the harbours of each district in succession, according to 
their * degree of importance ; and I have further added, for illustration, eye 
sketches of the different havens, as well as of the coasts to which they belong, 
with numbers to correspond with them. It, therefore, only remains for me to 
state that, if the Government should see fit to adopt the improvement °f harbours 
as a means of providing against the destitution now prevailing in the districts ni 
question, it might be found advisable to proceed with the works at the folio v 
ing harbours, which I have here reduced into a tabular view : 



No. 1. Kilmaloag . 
No. 2. Port Drishaig 
No. 3. Ballymarten . 
No. 4. Coulis 



Total 



Island of Tiree. 

. £368 . . 59 hands for 120 clays. 

. 365 . . 53 hands for 132 days 

406 . . 59 hands for 132 days. 

* 242 . . 33 hands for 66 dap. 

£1381 204 hands for 450 days. 



No. 1. Arinagour 



No. 1. Arrer 



No. 1. Malaig . 



No. 1. Tray 



No. 1. Barramore 



Island qf Coll. 

£300 * . As Mr. Stewart’s attention was not 

directed to this harbour, the number 
of hands, &c., could not be ascer- 
tained. 

Coast of Knoydart. 

.£234 • • 42 hands for 110 days. 

Coast of North Morrer. 

. £306 . . 51 hands for 120 days. 

Coast of South Morrer. 

. £324 . • 53 hands for 120 days. 

Coast of Arisaig. 

. £206 . . 43 hands for 90 days. 



No. 1, Duinich . 

Total expense 



Coast of Moidart. 

. £292 . . 46 hands for 120 day's. 

£3043 439 hands for 1010 days. 



proposed to be of that rough hammered descnp of the ^habitants of 

pi w^rSstomed to dfess stores for constructing the walls of 

cottages. them were to he constructed at all, the pro- 

prietor'tf to estote where each haven is shunted should he required to come 
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forward with one-half of the expense, as is insisted on by the Honourable the 
Commissioners of this Board in the case of every harbour undertaken to be 
executed under their superintendence ; and further, as stated in my last Report, 
the people should be employed under proper inspectors, to be appointed by the 
Board of Fisheries, it being quite possible that, in cases where the works are not 
very distant from each other, matters might be so arranged that one inspector 
might superintend more than one harbour. It will be observed that the wages 
of a person to superintend the operations at each work have been already 
included in the estimate of the expense it is likely to occasion. 

THOMAS DICK LAUDER, Secretary, 

Board of Fisheries, Royal Institution , Board of Fisheries. 

Edinburgh, December 19, 1846. 



Enclosure. 

Report of an Inspection of the Creeks which are capable of improvement in the Islands of 
Tiree and Coll, and on the Coats of Knovdart, North and South Morrer, 
Ahisaig, and Moidart, by John Stewart, Commander of the fishery cutter “ Princess 
Royal,” agreeably to Instructions received from Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, Bart., dated 
5th November, 1846. 

Creeks in Tiree. 



No. 1. Kilmaloag . — Many fishers resort to this place in spring, and amongst them those 
from the Murray Firth, it being the one nearest to the fishing banks. First, by clearing away 
some loose stones, which at present form a bar to the entrance; by blasting some rocks on 
both sides, and by clearing away a great quantity of sand, more water would be given, and 
more room for boats to lie in it. This would employ 32 men for 60 days, and cost 198/. 
Second, by filling up two gaps, the one on the north-east and the other on the south-west side 
of this creek, the sea would be prevented coming in at high water and injuring the boats, which 
it does at present; and also by building a sea wall, which would prevent the sand from blow- 
ing in, and filling up the narbour. This would employ 27 men for 60 days, and cost 1707 
Total expense, 3687 

No. 2. Port Drishaiy . — This is a creek of considerable importance, being convenient to the 
banks between it and Skerryvore. It is well protected by rocks and islands off the entrance ; 
hut as there is no place at present to beach the boats, it. is thereby rendered unsafe. First, if 
some loose stones were removed and rocks blasted, a good beach would be obtained. This 
would give employment to 28 men for 66 days, and cost 1947 Second, a wall built on the 
north side would be a great protection to boats when lying iu the haven. This would employ 
25 men for 66 days, and cost 1717 Total expense, 3657 



No. 3. Balhjmartcn . — This creek is much protected by a rock at the entrance, and is con- 
venient to the fishing banks between Tiree and Iona. First, if a ledge of rocks on the north 
side were blasted, and some loose stones removed, the access would be made much easier. 
This would employ 29 men for 60 days, and cost 1807 Second, the building of a pier or 
breakwater will be of great use in protecting boats while in the harbour. This would employ 
30 men for 72 days, and cost 2267 Total expense, 4067 



No. 4. Coulis . — Vessels are secure when at anchor in this creek, being well protected by a 
few small islands at the entrance ; but there is a difficulty of getting out, in consequence of a 
rock at the entrance. By blasting as much of this rock as could be done at .low water spri no- 
tides, more room would be given for vessels beating out with a head wind. The removal o*f 
loose stones and misplaced ballast is necessary for the safety of vessels when they ground on it. 
This work would employ 33 men for 66 days, and cost 2427 

No. 5. Comachmore . — -This is a very convenient creek to the Cod andJLing Banks, between 
Tiree and Barra. There is a number of boats belonging to it, and many more come from other 
parts during the fishing season. First, there is a rock in the entrance, much in the way of the 
boats going out and coming in. Were this partly blasted, it would give more water in the 
channel. This would employ 17 men for 60 days, and cost 1027 Second, the building of a 
pier and the filling up a gap, which at present admits the sea at high water, would be a great 
protection to boats when in the haven. This would employ 20 men for 60 days, and cost 1207 
Total expense, 2227 



^°i Yr\ U l' i * s a cons iderable number of inhabitants living at and near this creek, 

and about 20 fishing boats belonging to it. First, the blasting a few rocks, which are at present 
m the way when hauling up the boats, would employ 25 men for 72 days, and would cost 1807 
Second, the building of a breastwork would be of great benefit in protecting the boats, and would 
require to be made substantial, as heavy seas come in from the east and north. This would 
employ oO men for 7*2 days, and cost 2167 Total expense, 3967. 

No. 7. Salum. A commodious creek and convenient, to the fishing banks. Would be much 
improved by the erection of a brea work from a small island to the head of the beach, so as to 
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prevent the run of the sea from the north injuring the boats at high water. This work would 
employ 69 men for 56 days, and cost 211 1. 

No. 8. Port MacNeil, looking into the Sound of Coll. — This creek would be considerably 
improved by the removal of a large quantity of stones which at present covers the beach on 
which the fishermen haul up their boats, and it would also enable them to get to sea more easily 
and safely. The number of hands required to remove the stones, and blast the larger ones, 
would be 18 for 19 days, and cost 38Z. 

No. 9. Shipness . — On the south-east side of the island there is a great number of inhabitants 
living near to this creek. First, it could be much improved by the blasting of some rocks, 
which would give more room to the boats frequenting the creek, and would employ 25 men for 
72 days, and cost 192Z. Second, it would also be a great protection to boats when in the haven 
if a breastwork, with a return head on it, was built on the north side of the creek. This would 
employ 25 men for 72 days, and cost 180Z- Total expense, 372Z. 

No. 10. Ardes . — I found this a small but well protected haven, to which a few boats resort 
in the fishing season. By the removal of a number of loose stones, and the blasting of a rock 
which at present forms a bar at the entrance, three teet. more water would be obtained, and boats 
could go out. and come in more easily than at present. The number of hands employed to 
complete this work would be 17 for 18 days, and cost 34Z. 

No. 11. Beamish. — This is the principal harbour, and at it is the only regular built pier in 
the island, and all the cattle, &c., are shipped at it. It might still be much improved by 
filling up a gap on the north-west side of the harbour. The stones for filling up the gap might 
he taken from the south side, where at. present they are much in the way of the boats going out 
and coming in. This would employ 24 men for 30 days, and cost 78/. 

Creek in Coll. 

When I landed for the purpose of inspecting the state of the fishing boats in the Island of 
Coll, at the haven called Arinagour, on the 10th of October last, I bad an opportunity of forming 
some judgment, as to the place, though tile consideration of it was not at that time contem- 
plated This haven is the only one in Coll where a vessel of 50 tons can anchor at any state of 
the tide. I noticed a small pier at the head of the bay in a state requiring a good deal of 
repair It could not contain more than one or two smacks or vessels. 1 Ins haven is much 
resorted to as a harbour of refuge b,y that class of vessels which trade between Tiree, Coll, and 
the Island of Mull and other places. It would add much to the security of these vessels and 
fishino- boats which have occasion to go into Arinagour were the present pier enlarged and re- 
paired. The inhabitants in Coll are capable of building with undressed and hammer-dressed 
stones. The number of hands which this pier would employ to improve it, and the cost ot it, 
I cannot state, from not having inspected it minutely. 



Creeks in Knoydart. 

No 1. Am ,-.— This is a very secure creek, but might be much improved. First, by 
blasting rocks on the north-west side to prepare it for the erection of a sea wall I his would 
employ 18 men for 50 days, and cost 90 1. Second a sea wall would require to be built to 
prevent the sea from injuring the boats when in the harbour. This would employ 24 men or 
60 days, and cost 144Z. Total expense, 234Z. 

No 2 Bhiddarroch— This creek is suitable for a Ashing station, being near the fishing bank 
between it and Skye. First, it might be much improved by blasting a rock to give more water 
at its entrance. This would employ 15 men for 30 days, Md cost 56 1. Second, it would also 
be much improved by the erection of a pier on the north side to protect the boats. This would 
employ 12 men for 30 days, and cost 40f. Total expense, 9W. 

Creek in North Morrer. 

No 1 Malaiq —This is a safe harbour for boats, and convenient to the fishing banks. _ It 
would he much Improved-First, by blasting some rooks on the north-west side and removing 
the stones at the upper end of the* creek. This would employ 2o men for 60 days, and cost 
loOf Second if a pier or breakwater was erected on the west side, the boats would 
pmtected to they are at present. This would employ 26 men for 60 days, and cost 15«. 
Total expense, 306Z 

Creek in South Morrer. 

No 1 Trail This is a very secure harbour, but would be greatly improved— First, by 

remtog some stones and blastSlg rocks, which would give more water amf employ 25 men 
e cr\ ,, r, ,1 ori ct Second bv filling up a gap on the east side and building a piei 

VeTaV to thrlaf of ^ more secure and it would be very 

convenient for landing fish, &c. This would employ 28 men for 60 days, and cost 1682. 
Total expense, 324/. 

Creeks in Arisaig. 

No 1. Barramore is a suitable creek, being convenient to the fishing banks and a number 
of fishers reside at it It would be much improved, first, by removing a rock on the north- 
west side, which will employ 20 men for 40 days, and cost 861. : second, a building on the 

M 
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same sale would be a great protection to the boats, and would employ 23 men for 50 days, and 
cost 120/. Total expense, 206/. . , , , . 

Ssrr^t ri? ztz 

pr B es“f 1 To emi h thi°24 t™ * 

126/. Total expense, 214/. 

Creeks in Moidart. 

which would employ 26 men for 60 days, and cost 16®. Total expense, 2921. 

No 2 Glenuiq . — -This creek is much frequented by fishermen both for the take of cod and 
t, : s A s0 tj, e f errv station between Arisaig and Moidart; first, by having a large 
quant fy of \mL s 1 ot« removed and a few rocks blaLd, it would add much to the safety of 
boats* naming inlo the harbour and give more room. This would employ 18 men fo ' 60 daw, 
and cost 1187 Second, a breakwater would also be of great benefit to teals when in the 
harbour. This would give work to 20 men for 60 days, and cost 1261. Total expense, 214?. 

No 3. Mirmimry, situated on the extremity of the outermost part of this district, and is 
very convenient to the cod and ling banks. It could be improved first, by blasting some rocks 
amf removing loose stones at the entrance, which would employ 18 men lor 50 days, and cost 
96?. Second, the erection of a low building on the nor,h ;'!®f s ^° would ™ a %o, fer E 
heats. This would employ 20 men for 50 days, and cost 106?. Total expense, 202?. 

The harbours which I consider most important for execution in the Island of Tiree are— 

1st Kilmaloag, as being most convenient to the principal fishing hank, and where the east 

C0 2nd y Port ^“-Owl^also to its proximity to a good fishing bank, and to a number of 

iS 3rd” “sallymartni.— At this creek the fishers have commenced a breastwork at their own 
expense, and on that account may be deserving of encouragement. There are also about 40 
boats engaged in prosecuting the cod and ling fishery, both here and at the adjoining farm of 

M 4th. Coulis is decidedly the safest harbour in Tiree, and although not an important station 
for fishery purposes, yet it is useful for the larger class of vessels frequenting Tiree to land 
salt or ship cargoes of fish. 

Those havens which I consider most important for execution on the south-west coast of 
Inverness-shire are — 

1st. Duinich, in Moidart, from its being more resorted to by boats and vessels prosecuting 
the cod and ling fisheries, some of which come from Lochfine, & c. 

2nd. Tray, in South Morrer, from its capabilities as a natural harbour for fishery and other 
purposes. . . . . . 

3rd. Malaig, in North Morrer , on account of its proximity to the fashing banks. 

4th. Arrer, in Knoydart. — Nature has done much for this creek, but it is not by any means a 
secure harbour at present; but should the work bo executed on it which I have recommended, it 
would afford good anchorage for boats and vessels of 20 to 30 tons. It. lies convenient to the 
fishing banks, and the boats belonging to it prosecute the herring fishing in summer and autumn. 



In all the places I have visited the inhabitants build their own houses and make good work 
by undressed and hammer dressed stones. In the sums which I have affixed to the different 
creeks, the labourer’s wages are calculated at 2s. per day, which will cover all tools and powder 
for blasting, and also the wages of a person to superintend the work at each creek. These 
superintendents should be able to speak the Gaelic language and be regular masons. I have 
likewise included in the sum the wages of a person to superintend the whole work, and point out 
how it is to be done. . , 

The number of hands, and the expense of executing the works, are but rough estimates, and 
may be a little above or below what I have stated. 

“Princess Royal," Cutter, Crinan, (Signed) John Stewart, Commander. 

5th December , 1846. 
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fiBOLAR View of the Creeks in the Islands of Tiree and Coll and Mull, and on the Coasts of Knoydart, 
{forth and South Morrer, Arisaig, and Moidart, which are capable of Improvement — numbered according 
to their relative importance — with the Sum required for Excavation and Building respectively ; and the 
Jf umber of Hands employed for a given Number of Days. 







Sums 




s.,™ 
















required 


N umber of Hands 


received 


Number of Hands 


Total 


Total Number of Hands 


Names. 


for 


employed for a given 
Number of Days. 


for 


employed for a given 


Ex- 


employed for a given 






Exca- 


Build- 


Number of Days. 




Number of Days 








vation. 




ing. 










Island of Tiree. 


£. 




£. 




£. 








Kilmaloag . 








198 


32 hands for 60 days 


170 


27 hands for 60 days 


368 


59 hands for 120 days 


Port Drishaig 








194 


28 ,, for 66 ,, 


171 


25 ,, for 66 ,, 


365 


53 , 


for 132 , 




Ballymaiteu . 








180 


29 ,, for 60 ,, 


226 


30 , , for 72 , , 


406 


59 , 


for 132 , 




Coulis 








242 








242 


33 , 


for 66 , 




Cornackmore 








102 


17 ,, for 60 ,, 


*120 


20 ,, for 60 ,, 


222 


37 , 


for 120 , 




Vaul . . . 








180 


25 ,, for 72 ,, 


216 


30 ,, for 72 ,, 


396 


55 , 


Tor 144 , 
















211 


69 ,, for 56 ,, 


211 


69 , 














*38 


18 ,, for 19 ,, 






38 


18 , 


for 19 , 




Skipness . . 








192 


25 , , for 72 , , 


1*80 


25 ,, for *72 ,, 


372 


50 . 


for 144 , 












34 


17 ,, for 18 ,, 






34 


17 , 


for IS , 




S:arnish . . 












78 


24 ,, for *30 ,, 


78 


24 , 


for 30 , 




Total . . . 


1,360 


224 hands for 493 days 


1,372 


250 hands for 488 days 


2,732 


174 hands for 981 days 


Islands of Coll and Mull. 


















By letters from Mr. M'Lean, of Coll, it appears that Arinagour, 


in Coll, and the smaller creeks ofl 










Croig and Mingarry, in Mull, can also be repaired, the former at an expense of 3001., aud the two > 
latter from 807. to 1007. each, sav 1 


500 


Not mentioned. 




j He also mentions Ba-Cornaig, on the north-west side of Coll. 














I Coast of Knoydart. 


















1 Arrpr 




90 


18 hands for 50 days . 


144 


24 hands for 60 days . 


234 


42 hands for 110 days 


Rhidarroch . 




56 


15 ,, for 30 ,, . 


40 


12 ,, for 30 ,, . 


96 




for 60 


> 


Total . . . 


146 


33 hands for 80 days . 


184 


36 hands for 90 days . 


330 


69 hands for 170 days 


Coast of North Morrer. 


















Malaig . . 




150 


25 hands for 60 days . 


156 


26 hands for 60 days . 


306 


51 hands for 120 days 


1 Coast of South Morrer. 


















j Tray . . . 




156 


25 hands for 60 days . 


168 


28 hands for 60 days . 


324 


53 hands for 120 days 


1 Coast of Arisaig. 






















86 


20 hands for 40 days . 


120 


23 hands for 50 days 


206 


43 hands for DO days 


Driramindarroch . 


88 


20 ,, for 40 , , . 


126 


24 , , for 50 , , 


214 


« 


, for 90 




Total . . . 


174 


40 hands for 80 days . 


246 


47 hands for 100 days 


420 


87 hands for ISO days 


Coast of Moidart. 






















126 


20 hands for 60 days 


16G 


26 hands for 60 days 


292 


46 hands for 1 21) days 






118 


18 ,, for 60 ,, 


126 


20 ,, for 60 ,, 


244 


38 


, for 120 




3 Minnissary . 




96 


18 ,, for 50 ,, 


106 


20 ,, for 50 ,, 


202 


38 


, for 100 


» 


Total . . . 


340 


56 hands for 170 days 


398 


66 hands for 17 0 days 


738 


j V22 hands for 340 days 



Abstract of the aboye Account. 



1,360 

M6 

150 

156 

174 

340 


224 hands for 493 days 
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25 ,, for 60 ,, 

40 , , for 80 , , 
56 ,, for 170 ,, 
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36 for *90 , 
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s 


2,732 

500 

330 

306 

324 

420 

738 


2,326 


403 hands for 943 days 


2,524 


453 hands for 968 days 


5,350 



Island of Tiree . . 

Islands of Coll and Mull 
Coast of Knoydart . 
Coast of North Morrer . 
Coast of South Morrer . 
Coast of Arisaig . . . 

Coast of Moidart . 

Total Expense . 



474 hands for 981 days 

69 ,,* for 170 
51 ,, for 120 
53 ,, for 120 
87 ,, for 180 
122 , , for 340 



856 hands for 1,911 days 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

December 22, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Fisheries that their Lordships approve of the 
course of proceeding recommended in Sir T. Dick Lauder’s Report, dated 19th 
instant, for the improvement or construction of Fishery Piers in the islands of 
Tiree and Coll, and on the coasts of Knoydart, North Morrer, South Morrer, 
Arisaig, and Moidart, with the object of furnishing employment during the present 
[f.] M 
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period of distress, and of providing additional permanent means of subsistence for 

The total expenditure proposed for this object is 3,043/., half of which is to be 
defrayed by the proprietors of the estates where each haven is situated, and bir T. 
Dick Lauder is authorised to acquaint the proprietors that on their paying or giv- 
ing satisfactory security for the payment of their respective moieties. Her Majesty’s 
Government will be prepared to make a free grant of the remaining moiety, and 
the work will be executed in the manner described in the Report. 

Transmit a copy of Sir T. Dick Lauder’s Report, and of its Enclosures, and of 
this Minute, to Commissary-General Sir Edward Coffin, for his information. 



Sir T. D. Lauder to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Board of Fisheries , Royal Institution , 
Edinburgh , December 28, 1846. 

I beg herewith to transmit to you copies of two letters received this 

morning. , . . - . 

One from Mr. M'Lean of Coll, agreeing to bear his proportion of the small 
sum calculated to be necessary for carrying out the proposed scheme of aid to the 
fisheries so far as Coll is concerned, which I presume it will be inexpedient to. put 
into action until we shall be informed with certainty what is to be the determina- 
tion of his Grace the' Duke of Argyle, and the other proprietors. I should 
presume, that my Lords Commissioners of the Treasury will not object to the 
small aid asked for by Mr. M'Lean in addition for Muck and Mull, and as he 
mentions some creeks or havens which were not specifically inspected in detail 
},y Mr. Stewart, I should wish to know the pleasure of the Treasury, as to 
whether I should still order their inspection by that officer, that they may be taken 
into consideration. 

As to the second letter which is from Mr. Robertson of Kinloch Moidart, I 
should wish to know whether the Treasury would be disposed to listen to that 
gentleman’s proposal for the employment of his people, because if my Lords shall 
feel so inclined, I shall, at the same time, direct Mr. Stewart to procure me on 
the spot the materials for the construction of such a table as that which has been 
printed with my first Report in regard to the boats, lines, &c., of Tiree, Coll, Iona, 
the Ross of Mull, and Ardnamurchan . 

It will he observed, that Mr. Robertson speaks of nets as well as lines. If 
Mr. Stewart is to go to Kinloch Moidart, I shall give him instructions to take 
an account of the nets that might be wanted, although it must require more 
mature cosideration as to whether so much more expensive an article as nets can 
be included in the Government scheme. 



Enclosures. 

Mr. M'Lean to Sir T. D. Lauder. 

Coll House, December 22, 1846. 

I am quite willing to advance the 20Z. 13s., being half the sum allotted to my estate of 
Coll. My employing so many individuals in draining operations, may probably, for this year, 
prevent any more applications from Coll ; but I have four boat’s crews from Craig, on my 
property in Mull, one in Muck, which 1 trust may yet be put on the same footing. 

Having made no application for Coll, I could not possibly attach any. blame to non- 
examination of its coasts. Indeed, I was surprised to find, any notice taken of it at all ; the 
survey not being general. Curing establishments cannot he imagined where, as with me, the 
size of the banks cannot admit of more than two or three boats in one place ; there is no local 
market whatever. But I have an excellent store-house at the principal ordinary fishing- 
station in Coll (at Portna-luing in Loch Brecha-cha) which is at the service of any fishers. 
Arinagour is the pier spot of Loch Irin, inspected by Mr. Stewart as you supposed. 

Ba-Cornaig is about a mile from the north east end of Coll, the only refuge on the north 
side of the island, on which side, some 18 miles off, the great banks lay. Clearing a good 
landing-place and piling, the stones of it to form a rough slip seems all that is absolutely re- 
quisite there, and in several similar creeks on south side. 

Mingary Bay in Quirirt, Mull, requires something more as a permanent station, but nothing 
expensive, or of any difficulty. 

Craig Bay requires a sort of breakwater on a half tide point of rock. 

Calgary Bay opens about three miles south of the point of Callioch (the nearest point to 
Coll, half way between if. and Tushnish point. It is a deep sandy bay ; an excellent fishing- 
’ station, and also a refuge for Tiree and Coll fishing and passage-boats when unable to weather 
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Calloch. A regular fishing-pier will be required there, and will cost, say from 200/. to 300/. 
Single farms, at each end of Coll, do not belong to me, but as the proprietors are bankrupt, 
and the farms for sale, nothing can be expected from them. 

Captain Campbell, my factor here, will gladly accompany Mr. Stewart, and give him, and 
procure for him, every information. Our fishing boats are generally too small for the best 
banks. It is an excellent suggestion, the having a decked smack in attendance, itself pro- 
vided with fishing lines, and a trawl net for catching bait for the long lines, rather than the 
laborious and precarious mode of small lines. A few days sounding for, and examining fishing 
banks would most usefully employ the Government survey steamer during their idle days 
waiting meal, carrying orders at Tobermory. ' 

An accidental lameness obliges me to take the Fleetwood route to London this week. My 
address there is 29, Queen’s Terrace, Bayswater. 



Mr. Robertson to Sir T. D. Lauder. 

Kinloch Moidart , Strontian, December 23, 1846. 

Captain Pole informed me that Government had placed a sum of money at the 
disposal of the Fishery Board to purchase boats and fishing-tackle for the people of this coast, 
on condition that the proprietors pay half the price of the articles furnished. I am desirous to 
avail myself of this boon for my tenants on Kyllismore, a farm on Loch Moidart. 

These men have been always fishers, and I have assisted some of them in the purchases of 
nets, &c. But their boats are too small to go to a distance, and their nets, &c. are not what 
they should be, because, when the people of this coast were only getting small takes of 
herrings, boats from Lochfine and the north were much more successful. I am anxious that 
these people should make a fair trial, both of herring and line- fishing; and so convinced am I 
of their capability that I am willing to advance half; but before binding myself would wish to 
know what description of boats, nets and lines the Fishery Board would recommend for this 
purpose, and what would be the expense of the whole outfit; what rules and recommendations 
are given ; in fact, all information which would tend to ensure the success of the experiment. 

I consider this a favourable juncture to impart energy to the fishers of this coast. One of 
the great drawbacks has been, that each family has required a small boat to carry sea 
ware, to manure their potatoes, which prevented them clubbing to buy large boats. Boats, at 
least for the present, are not required for potatoes ; therefore embrace the opportunity and give 
the industry of the country a new impulse. 



- Treasury Minute on the above. 

January 1, 1847. 

Write to Sir T. D. Lauder, that their Lordships will be prepared to consider 
any proposal he may think it right to make to them after full inquiry and con- 
sideration, with the view of extending to other cases within the distressed districts 
on the north-west coast of Scotland, asvsistance similar to that which has been 
already offered to be given for the erection of fishery piers, and for providing 
gear for fishermen ; but it must be understood, that such assistance is to be strictly 
confined to districts which stand in need of extraordinary aid to enable the popula- 
tion to subsist during the present scarcity ; and their Lordships would suggest, 
that in all his proceedings on this subject. Sir T. D. Lauder should act in close 
cooperation with Commissary-General Sir E. Coffin. 

Transmit a copy of Sir T. D. Lauder’s letter and enclosures, and of this Minute, 
to Sir E. Coffin for his information. 



M 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




L ] 



INDEX. 



FISHERIES.— IRELAND. 

Bounties — , , 

Inquiry respecting Grant of, for the largest number of Fish taken and. cured 

Objections to, as a general principle 

Breakwaters, Newcastle, Down County- 
Valentine Island, 

Estimated expense of Works 
Grants, Loans, and Contributions to be made 
Treasury approval . . • 



PAGE 

8, 9 



the coast of May 



o, and afford 



ID 

20 

7 



Canals, Bellmullet — 

Report of Loan required 
Treasury sanction of Loan 

To connect the Bays of Blacksod and Broadhuven, on 
short passage to Fishermen. 

* Recommendation and mode of Provision of Grants 

Treasury approval and Grant 
From a Lake to the Sea at Errislemnon, Galway County. 

Estimated Expense, Grants, Loans for 
Treasury approval 

Coast of Ireland risking Company— , 

Prospectus of, and respecting interference of Government Plans with Us objects 
Informed that Measures of Government for Encouragement of Fisheries will be made 
known on meeting of Parliament . 

i^i^one, Rillybegs, an d Belmullet recommended as three best Stations on West 
Coast for Government Establishments for . . ■ • * 

Treasury Inquiry as to addition to Stock of Food by encouraging Employment in 
Loss of' Food from want of Salt for . . • * . * . * / 

Money spent in Deputations to Lord Lieutenant sufficient to pay tor bait tor . 

Destruction of Herrings at Carberry from want of Salt for . 

Formation of Establishments for * 

Through Government Agents 

Want of Establishments for 

io 

places fot Establishments, as to the beat modes 
practised in Scotland, and employment of experienced Scotchmen in Ireland for . 13, 14 

Curing Stations — 24 

Establishment on Coast of Galway of • * , * V x? * ’ " 24 

Issue of Sum .for Expenses of, out of Grant of Reproductive Loan Fund . . . 

Instructions for Agents, and Notices circulated for Instruction of Fishermen . . 2o 

Bingl on jy p| ace j n Kerry where the Fish Trade exists 
The benefits resulting from it there 



8 
9 

9,10, 11 



Fish— 



Its abundance, and the neglect of it at Cork 
Without Potatoes, considered valueless 
No sale for it at Dublin during scarcity of Potatoes 
Purchase and Sale of, by Government Agents . 

Its abundance on Irish Coast • • ■ • 

Ireland chiefly supplied from Scotland and elsewhere . 

Want of steady Supply for consumption 

Want of steady and constant demand . . • • - 

Salt and Fresh, proposed as an article of Diet in Poor Houses 
Its use with Bread and Meal instead -of Potatoes . 
Herrings only, and not White Fish, gone out for in many Di 

Dislike of the Irish for 

Prices of . • • * * 



J ' M \ easuty i nqu iry as to addition to Stock of Food by encouraging Employment i 

^^Establishment of Fishery Curing Stations on the Coast • 

Harbour , Annalong, Down County . . 

Estimated Expense of Improvement » * 

Grants; Loans, and Contributions to be made • * * * * 

Treasury approval •••’** 

^^Destruction of immense take of, from want of Salt • 

The only Fish gone out for in many Districts 



7, 18 
1 
9 

10 

11 



12 

15 

19 



24 

6 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



INDEX— FISHERIES. 



Line Fishing — 1 

Recommended by Mr. Seijeant Allen and Mr. V\ halley 

Four essentials for carrying it into execution 

Report of success in, round Valencia •••••*** 

Loans — , T • s. 

Inquiry respecting grant of, to enable Fishermen to buy .bines, occ. • • 

Objections to, as a general principle • • • . * * 

Mr. Bcrtolacci’s Report on Application of Fishery Funds in 

Markets for Fish — 

Want of quick and easy communication with 

Want of, on the spot for sale 

Importance of steady daily 

Pm ( Fishery ) at — 

Tarrea — Bay of Kinwarra ; 

Treasury Grant and Loan for Construction of . • * * * * 

North Harbour, Island of Cape Clear, and Island of Sherkin— 

Estimate of Cost of Works and recommendation of Grant .... 

Sum to be advanced by Proprietor 

Treasury Grant for Construction of Works 

Rnssroe, Galway — 

Estimate and recommendation of Construction ...... 

Sum to be advanced by Proprietor 

Treasury Grant, for the same 

Rushen Harbour, Bay of Kilkerrin, Galway 
Estimate and recommendation of Erection 

Mode of providing Funds 

Treasury Grant and Loan ..•••* * • • 

Kilmore, Wexford County- 

Statement of Grants and Subscriptions for Improvement .... 

Recommendation for further Grant 
. Treasury Grant for the same 

Dingle, 

Kilmakalogue, Kerry County ; 

Brandon, ditto ; 

Roundstone, Galway County ; 

Ballinakjl, ditto ; 

Ballycollin, Cork County ; 

Ventry, Kerry County ; 

Airan Island ; 

Slade, Wexford County ; 

Courtown, ditto ; and 
Bunowen, Galway County ; 

Estimated Expenses of Works ....••••• 
Grants, Loans, and Contributions to be made .... . . 

Treasury approval 

Portnablan, North Coast of Donegal — 

Supplementary Estimate for Erection ........ 

Mode of providing additional Funds ........ 

Treasury sanction and Loan ....*•••• 

Pilchards — 

Irish dislike to Fish render these unacceptable ....... 

Purchase of Fish — 

Recommendation of, through Government Agents, at four or five Stations on West 
Coast 

Full price to be given in the, by the Agents ....... 

Quay Wall, Newport, Mayo — 

Estimate of Expense of its Conslruction and of deepening of Channel, and Report of 
its usefulness ............ 

Treasury Grant ............ 

Reproductive Loan Fund — Treasury Inquiry if its Governors will appropriate their Funds 
for the formation of Curing Establishments, and providing Salt on West and South 
Coasts ............. • • 

Inquiry as to appropriation of these Funds, either on Bounties or Loans 
Mr. Trevelyan’s proposition to the Trustees of, to appropriate the Funds placed by 
them at die disposal of the Treasury, for carrying into effect the Plans of the Board of 
Works ............. 

Resolution to transfer their Funds to the Treasury ...... 

Treasury Grant of these Funds for Encouragement of the Fisheries . . 

Sale of Fish — 

Want of, at Dublin, during scarcity of Potatoes ...... 

Recommendation of, through Agents, at four or five Stations on West Coast 

Want of remunerating Price in,, near the site of Fisheries ..... 

Want of Competition for, at Dingle ......... 

Salt— ' ' 

Loss of Fish for want of, in Sligo ......... 

Money spent in Deputations sufficient to buy the quantities required for Curing the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




INDEX— FISHERIES. 



73 



Provision of, from Funds of Reproductive Loan Fund ..... 8 

Recommendation of Board of Works to supply Government Agents with, for Curing 

Fish, and for Sale . . . . . . . . . . . 9, 10 

Want of ............ n 

Every effort should be made to secure a good supply in time for Winter Fishery along 
the West Coast ............ 12 

To be sent to Establishments for Curing, in Government Vessels . . . . 19, 23 

Tackle — 

Proposal for Supplying it to Government Agents, for Sale to Fishermen . . . 9, 10 

The Gift or Loan of, without first providing the Market, an useless expenditure . 11 



FISHERIES— SCOTLAND. 



Ardnamarclian — 

Plan for Improvement of Fisheries in ........ 31,55 

Arisaig — 

Construction of Fishery Pier at . . . . . . . . 63, 65 

Boats ( Fishing ) — 

Proposition for providing for Encouragement of Fisheries ..... 30 

Proposition for fitting them with Anchors, Cables, Tackle, &c., gratis ... 34 

Directions for the Distribution of their Gear and Tackle on credit under superin- 
tendence ............. 56 

Account of Number of, in Western Islands, &c., with Estimate of Expense of 

Repairs 40 

Caledonian Beep Sea Fishing Company — 

Prospectus of 62 

Campbeltown — 

Laudable exertions at, by the People for prosecuting the Fisheries .... 33 

Coll— 

Plan for Improvement of Fisheries in S3, 55 

Mr. Maclean’s agreement thereto ......... 68 

Construction of Fishery Pier at . . . . . . . . . 63, 61 

Companies (Fishing ) — 

The Formation of, proposed by Mr. Young as the means of supplying nutritious Food. 61 

Best done without interference of Government ... ... 62 

Creeks — 

Report of those capable of Improvement for securing Safety of Fishing Boats, &c. . 64 

Emigration — 

Proposed by the Marquis of Lorn as necessary for the permanent Improvement of the 

People ............. 59 

Fisheries — 

Neglected during manufacture of Kelp : its revival of greatest importance in the 

Western Highlands and Islands . . . . . . . . .29 

Herring, existing in excellence in Loch Glendlue .... . . 32 

Sir T. D. Lauder’s Report of a Plan for providing Food by, on West Coasts . . 30 

Fishery Board — 

Sir J. M'Neill’s proposal for placing additional Funds at its disposal, for Encouragement 

of Fisheries ............ 29 

Its Officers to superintend distribution of Materials for Fishing .... 34, 56 

Plan for Encouragement of Fisheries to be effected under its sole Responsibility and 

Superintendence . ‘ . 55 

Gear of Fishing Boats — 

Proposed to be given to Fishermen Gratis ........ 34 

Estimate of Expense of providing ......... 40 

Directed to be given only on Credit ......... 56 

Objections to its extension to all the Boats’ Crews 60 

Government Interference — 

Only considered justifiable under the condition of the population in the North-West . 56 

Its propriety maintained by the Marquis of Lorn ...... 58 

Explanation relating thereto . ........ 60 

Not desirable in the formation of Fishing Companies ...... 62 

Gratuitous Distribution of Fishing Materials — 

Policy of, recommended ........... 35 

Ditto, objected to. ........... 53, 54 

Ditto, determined against .......... 56 

Harbours — 

Employment in Improvement of ......... 31 

Iona — 

Plan for Improvement of Fisheries in ........ 33,56 

Kelp Manufacture — 

Caused Neglect of Fisheries .......... 29 

Knoydart — 

Construction of Fishery Pier at . . . . . • • . 63, 67 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




INDEX— FISHERIES. 



74 



Moidart — 

Construction of Fishery Pier at • • * 

Application of Plan for Improvement ot Fisheries to . • 


. 63,67 
69 


Morrer ^ North and South — 

Construction of Fishery Piers at ' 


. 63,67 


Muck — , . . , 

Extension of Plan for Improvement of fisheries to 


... 63 


North-West Coast — . . . . . 

Plan for providing for destitution in Maritime Districts 
Objections to a portion of it by the Marquis of Lorn 


. . . 33, 55 

60 



Piers (Fishery ) — 

In Islands of Tiree and Coll, . . . 

On Coasts of Knojdart, North Morrer, South Morrer, Ansaig, and Mold 
Report as to the Improvement or Construction of 

Treasury authority for their Execution 

Premiums — 

For Encouragement of Fisheries proposed 

Not suitable where Fisheries do not already exist . • • _ . 

Given by the Duke of Sutherland for the Take and Cure ot the D reatest numb 
"White Fish .••••;* * 

To be given to Boats’ Crews which shall have taken the most t isn 



^ ^ To provide one-half the Expenditure for employment of Fishermen on 
Coast . • * 

To provide Curers on the spot of the Fisheries . • • - 

To provide one-half of Expenditure for Construction of Fishery Piers 
JioSS of Mull 

Plan for Improvement of Fisheries in ; ‘ * 

Proposed Extension to Property of Mr. Maclean in 

Sale of Fish — 

Mode of effecting by Fishermen and Proprietors . 

Shetland Company — 

Arrangements made with, for taking White Fish 
Smacks — 

Proposed to be employed for Protection of Small Boats 

Surveys — . , n , 

To ascertain the Fishing Boats and Tackle required in places on the boast 

Tackle — 

Proposed to he provided for Encouragement of Fisheries 
Proposed to be given to Fishermen Gratis. 

Estimate of Expense of providing 

Directed to be given only on Credit 

Objections to iis extension to all the Boats’ Crews • 

Tiree — 

Report as to its being provided with necessaries for Fishery . 

Plan for Improvement of Fisheries in 

Construction of Fishery Pier in ....... 



North-West 



63 

67 



29 

30 



32 

35 



34, 57 
36, 55 
63 

33, 55 
68 



36, 55 

32 

35 

31,38 

30 

34 

40 

56 

60 

32 
33,56 
63, 67 



London:— Printed by W. Clowes and Sons, Stamford-street, 
For Her Majesty's. Stationery Office. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




